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22 March 2017 

 
Greater Sydney Commission 
Draft District Plans 
PO Box 257 
Parramatta NSW 2124 

 
Heathcote Road/Macarthur Drive, Holsworthy 
Submission to the Draft South West District Plan 
 

Dear Greater Sydney Commission, 

We write on behalf of Holsworthy Shopping Centre Pty Ltd, in relation to the Draft South West 
District Plan, exhibited by the Greater Sydney Commission. We commend the Commission on 
the preparation of the Draft Plan. This submission relates specifically to the site located at the 
corner of Heathcote Road and Macarthur Drive in Holsworthy, shown outlined in red on the map 
below. 

 
Figure 1. Site location in broader context 
 
 

In summary, the key components of this submission include: 

 Overview of endorsed key actions and priorities; 

 Acknowledge the role of various types of centres (local, village, neighbourhood etc) to 
provide clarity in relation to desired development outcomes for such centres; 

 Support the growth of Holsworthy, enhancing 30 minute access to major employment 
destinations using public transport; 

  

The subject site is currently subject to an approved DA for a retail centre, however a master 

provision of residential apartment development above a retail component. We consider the 
subject site to be an ideal location for higher density development, given it is strategically 
located adjacent to Holsworthy Railway Station, which provides access within 30 minutes to 
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major employment hubs including Sydney Airport and Central Sydney, and the ability to 
increase density on the site without significantly impacting surrounding land uses. 

Architectus considers that the future mixed use development that is proposed for this site aligns 
with multiple key actions and priorities of the Draft South West District plan; specifically relating 
to creating additional housing to meet the needs of a growing population, local job creation, and 
increasing population density in a locality that is adequately serviced by public transport. 
However, we consider the above listed aspects of the District Plan should be considered in 
more detail to ensure there is certainty and maximising opportunities to achieve the overarching 
objectives of the District Plan. 

Endorsed aspects of the district plan 

Overall, the draft district plan priorities, actions and objectives are supported, particularly as 
outlined below.  

Productivity  

Architectus supports the attention placed on improving east west and north south connectivity in 
the district, and Metropolitan Sydney more broadly. Efficient, accessible, and regular transport 
connections are critical to supporting increased densities in this district, reducing commuting 
times and encouraging greater active transport patronage. The South West District currently has 

residents within 30 minutes by public transport or private vehicle. Coupled with this is poor 

transport, compared to 20% across Greater Sydney (statistics soured from Draft South West 
District Plan). Increased density on the subject site provides the opportunity to provide 
additional housing in this district that would be capable of providing access to key employment 
hubs of Sydney Airport and Central Sydney within 30 minutes by train, supporting addressing 
this issue. 

  
Liveability  

Architectus is reassured to see a focus placed on not just increasing the quantum of housing, 
but also the diversity and affordability of housing typologies. This is a pertinent priority given the 
extent of housing unaffordability in Sydney and the level of disadvantage in the South West 
District. The density of uses proposed for the site as part of the subject planning proposal has 
the potential to absorb a substantial proportion of the 8,250 five-year housing target for 
Liverpool LGA.  
 
Further, the recognition of design-led planning and quality urban design, in addition to 
developing guidelines for safe and healthy built environments are critical actions that should be 
integrated into all developments to provide spaces for social interaction, well-being, and 
community building.  

The 
multicultural nature of Sydney, especially the South West District demands culturally appropriate 
infrastructure and services. It is affirming to see that the GSC has identified this as a key action 
and priority for this district. Further, Architectus acknowledges that the adequate provision of 
schools is an increasing priority, emphasised by our current state Education Minister Rob 
Stokes, who in Feb 2017 identified that by 2036 NSW will have 1.8 million people aged 15 and 
under, and over that same time our enrolments are going to increase by about 25%. Architectus 
acknowledges that the subject planning proposal and ancillary social impact assessment is 
considering the social and cultural impacts of the proposal and how to best generate positive 
infrastructure and community outcomes for Holsworthy.  
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Sustainability  

Architectus acknowledges the increasing pressure placed on the natural environment from 
growing populations, increasing density and development. Architectus supports the 
development of a Strategic Conservation Plan for Western Sydney, prioritising the delivery of 
green-grid for the District, and the importance of considering Climate Change in local planning 
decisions. The subject site is in an ideal location to capitalise on extensive green space 
provided adjacent to the Georges River, which includes a range of active, regional, local and 
passive open spaces. 

 

Provide clear centres hierarchy and supporting the role of Holsworthy  

The District Plans provide a framework for Strategic and District Centres, however there is no 
clear guidance or criteria for centres of a lesser order or significance than the said centre types. 
Local centres are defined as: 

Local centres vary in size from a few shops on a corner to a vibrant main street. They are on a 
smaller scale than district centres and generally serve the local population.  

This definition does not take into account the growth of high density centres and suburban 

 

 Population and density 

 Employment numbers and job types 

 Services available 

This will provide certainty for the community, local government and land owners with respect to 
the current and desired future status of individual centres. Holsworthy has the potential to serve 
a broad local population and provide a retail service role, particularly given its location adjacent 
to a railway station and the surrounding car dependent localities of Moorebank, Voyager Point 
and Pleasure Point. It also has the potential to provide a greater retail service role for staff 
within the Holsworthy Barracks site. The categorisation of Holsworthy as a local centre provides 
the opportunity to promote: 

 The 30 minute city concept 
 Active transport 
 Meeting the day to day needs to the surrounding areas 
 Provide a meeting place for the community 

 

Correction of mapping 

The map of the south west district on page 8 shows that the subject site, legally identified as Lot 
5 DP 825745 may be earmarked as a National Park or reserve. (refer to Figure 2 below). We 
recommend that the Commission clearly articulates areas in Holsworthy, Wattle Grove and 
Hammondville that are part of a National Park or reserve.  

We request that the identification of Lot 5 DP 825745 as national park and reserve is retracted. 
The labelling of the site should be based on the current B2 Local Centre as well as the 
approved retail centre DA to which the site is subject of. Other uses such as child care centres, 
commercial, premises, educational establishments, medical centres, recreation areas and 
facilities (indoor and outdoor), shop top housing are permitted within this zone. It appears the 
proposed labelling of the site as a national park or reserve is an error in the drafting of the 
mapping and should be rectified.   
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Figure 2. Site Location  Draft South West District Map  

This figure identifies the location of the site on the draft South West District Plan (illustrated by the red box). 
The map illustrates a green zone that extends towards Hammondville and Voyager Point to the north.  
Source: Draft South West District Plan, Greater Sydney Commission  

 

Conclusion 

In summary, we are supportive of the proposed district plan objectives, priorities and key 
actions. We believe Holsworthy is ideally and strategically located to enhance access from the 
South West District to key employment hubs within 30 minutes (particularly Sydney Airport and 
Central Sydney via the East Hills T2 Railway Line). On this basis, we recommend: 

 the subject site is correctly identified as forming part of the urban footprint, as opposed to 
the current labelling of the site as a national park and reserve, which contradicts the current 
zoning and approved development on the subject site;  

 The subject site, along with Holsworthy, is identified for the potential to accommodate 
increased density, providing retail, other commercial and high density residential uses which 
would support the strategic role of Holsworthy as a key service centre in this local area; and 

 that there is a clear criteria for the designation of centres, and the Holsworthy be identified 
as a local centre, acknowledging its role in providing 30 minute access to major 
employment, and forming the primary local day to day retail service centre for a catchment 
which has little access to public transport (including Pleasure Point, Voyager Point, Wattle 
Grove, Moorebank and Hammondville). 

We would be happy to meet with the Greater Sydney Commission and representatives of the 
South-West District Panel to discuss the above matters and the subject site in more detail. 
Should you have any questions, feel free to contact Camille Lattouf on 82528400 or 
Camille.lattouf@architectus.com.au.   
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Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 
Camille Lattouf 
Associate and Urban Planner  
Architectus Group Pty Ltd 
 


