
,SOUTH DURAL PLANNING PROPOSAL. 

Submission by Michael Bell OAM. 

*Former Hornsby Shire councillor and acting Mayor. 

*Chairman of Hornsby Shire Rural Land Study. 

* Resident of Arcadia for over seventy years and a member of a number of community 
organisations in various executive capacities. 

My submission has two parts.  PART “A” on agriculture and PART “B’ on a geological 
report which sets out another possible use for the South Dural area. 

PART “A”AGRICULTURE 

 While on Council I chaired the Rural Lands Study.  This study was over a period of two 
years and involved Hornsby Council officers, and officers from New South Wales 
Agriculture, Environment Protection Authority, Department of Urban Affairs and 
Planning and the National Parks and Wildlife Service and officers of Wollondilly Shire 
Council. 

The study had the objectives of: 

*To investigate the role of rural lands within the catchment of the Hawkesbury River. 

*To identify the natural and built resources which warrant protection and enhance the 
environment. 

*To investigate the role of agriculture and other rural pursuits. 

*To provide direction for population growth, housing opportunities and commercial 
activiies. 

*To identify and respond to the needs of the community. 

*To provide controls for development that improve the environment.  

  The area now referred to as South Dural was part of the area studied and received special 
attention because of a then current application for development and subdivision. 

This submission will only deal with the findings as far as they relate to the South Dural 
area. 

In summary,  

• The area had significant existing agricultural production, 

•  More importantly, the soil type was in the 2 and 3 categories and thus eminently 
suitable for intensive agricultural activities and are considered valuable agricultural 
resources.  

• The agricultural potential was considerable, with two thirds of the area being suited 
to either cropping , grazing or pasture improvement.  

• The close proximity to Sydney markets and a close population for specialised 
produce mean that perishable fruits and vegetables is a viable economic activity.  



The final report was approved by Council for submission to the Minister for Planning for 
approval and to the Minister for Agriculture for his information. 

The Future of Agriculture in Hornsby Shire. 

The scenic and tourism value is growing each year. The value of some aspects of 
agriculture, especially stud horses and animal agistment is one current land use that is 
rapidly increasing. Changes in agricultural processes and specialization, with niche 
production, which make use of smaller land requirements, has seen an increase in land 
coming back into production.  There is a growing link in the production of vegetables and 
fruit for the requirements of suburban ethnic communities. This is evidenced by the new 
activities to grow Asian herbs, Nashi and figs, in fruit and specialized vegetables.  

There is enormous potential for more arrangements between ethnic communities, with 
traditional cuisine, and farmers. This is an important development between farmers near 
London and the ethnic communities in the city.  

The benefits of the close proximity of a city to its food supply was clearly demonstrated to 
me on a recent visit to St Petersburg, Russia. Within half an hour’s drive from the city, 
were the glass houses that grew all the tomatoes and cucumbers for the six million 
residents.  Here in Arcadia the same situation is evident with tomatoes in Bayfield Road.  
To achieve a similar situation for Sydney there needs to be certainty for any long term 
investment.  There must not be the constant pressure to subdivide.  Zoning must secure the 
rights of farmers to carry out their business.  There must be a recognition of the value of a 
mixed economy in local areas to provide employment for every age group within the 
interrelated occupations.  

The ever increasing distances between food production and markets ignores the increasing 
costs, the loss of food quality, the environmental damage to farming in marginal areas, the 
use of finite resources, the economic benefits for local manufacturing and food processing 
and the real cost of such distances. 

 IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EVERY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA WITH 
AGRICULTURAL LAND, TO PRESERVE THAT LAND FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS. 

****************  

PART “B” NSW DEEP SALINE ACQUIFER STORAGE POTENTIAL.  

This is a report done in 2005  using the results of geological surveys done in the 1960s or 
70s to see if there were exploitable oil deposits in several areas between Newcastle and 
Wollongong. No oil was found but the 2005 report does suggest the same area, 
particularly the South Dural dome, could be used to sequestrate pollutants from Sydney 
and Newcastle. 

If such a proposal were to become Government policy the whole area of South Dural 
would be designated a State Resource and this whole subdivision proposal would be an 
exercise in futility. 

I recommend the report be taken into consideration. 

Thankyou for receiving my submission, 

Michael Bell.  OAM.  


	PART “A”AGRICULTURE
	In summary,
	The Future of Agriculture in Hornsby Shire.
	PART “B” NSW DEEP SALINE ACQUIFER STORAGE POTENTIAL.

