
I feel the plans are extremely inequitable. For instance compare the planned redevelopment of 
Kogarah -Hurstville (4,800 new houses/apartments) compared to Canterbury-Bankstown (29.400) 
area. Or even more inequitable compare the development of Canterbury-Bankstown with Mosman, 
Woollahra. Nobody asked residents of the Sydenham to Bankstown line whether they wanted their 
suburbs turned into apartment blocks. There appears no action on ensuring cultural and social 
facilities such as bike tracks, playing fields, green space, parks are secured NOW. In part the fault lies 
with Metro line planning but the Greater Sydney Commission should have oversight of the ugly, 
poorly built apartment blocks being built and planned  now along Canterbury Road and around rail 
stations. 

 

The old Canterbury Municipality has lost 10% of jobs in the municipality in the last 10 years and this 
is increasing as factories and warehouses are being knocked down and replaced by shop top 
apartments. Where are these people going to work within 30mts of their homes? Main roads such as 
Beamish St, Burwood Rd, Canterbury Rd and Kingsgrove Rd are already major bottlenecks. In the 
local streets around where I live the street parking is not sufficient and neighbours are blocking the 
parking in front of their houses with garbage bins and witches hats. This has happened over a period 
of time as single houses are replaced by medium density with residents having 2-3 cars and only one 
car parking space. This is and will continue to cause tension as at the top of our street, Canterbury 
Rd, huge blocks of apartments are planned or being built. Likewise it is very difficult to park around 
railway stations and shopping precincts now. Your plan is for people within 800m of transport hubs 
to walk to the station but you also add that populations in these areas are aging. I used to walk to 
the station but now I am not prepared to walk up the hill. It is too arduous. 

 

Morris Iemma states "by 2036 people living in the South District will have access to a greater 
number of parks and playing fields, particularly in the northern communities". The old municipality 
of Canterbury was already below requirements for open space and playing fields. Plans show 
Belmore oval as green space. It is NOT.The football club uses the football oval and the back oval 
which has now been fenced and therefore is now not available to the public. The front park has a 
bowling club on public land and while you could picnic in part of this park there are no playing fields. 
It is unrealistic to expect schools, already operating at 100% capacity, with demountables taking over 
playing areas, to share their precious green space. Overuse will lead to dust bowls. Where do the 
children who live in apartments run, kick a ball, ride their bike? I have seen no plans for this and 
already this year at a Council meeting local soccer clubs could not find accommodation for training 
and playing. 

 

Widening of main roads has not been planned for in many of the suburbs of Bankstown-Canterbury. 
All main streets and Kingsgrove Road have very slow clearance rates with traffic jammed up for 
vehicles parking and lights. There appears to be no provision for additional parking around railway 
hubs. The RTA has demanded that to enter parking for apartments along Canterbury Rd it must be 
from a side street and yet most of Canterbury Rd has no right hand turns. This will mean much more 
traffic on quiet suburban streets.  

 

 



Part of the solution to these issues is buying up of land now for future parks and community 
infrastructure The developers are already buying land expecting that land within 800 metres of 
railway stations will be rezoned for apartments. The price of land along the Metro line has 
skyrocketed without the state government, which is planning this intensification, taking any 
responsibility for these essential facilities. Councils are already overwhelmed and failing to provide 
for this infrastructure. Your plans are just words with no real actions taking place to ensure the 
quality of life for inhabitants, especially those living in apartments, 


