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I am writing on behalf of Botany Bay and Catchment Alliance, a Federation of Environmental 
and Community groups within the Cooks River, Georges River and Botany Bay catchment. 
 
Within the Central District we have concerns regarding two main issues 
 
1. Water Quality and Liveability along Cooks River and it's catchment. 
 
As you would be aware, Cooks River has been degraded since the arrival of Europeans in 1788. 
Much work has been undertaken by State and Commonwealth Governments, local councils and 
volunteer groups for the last 60 years to make change. 
 
The river is an important asset to those living around it and those who visit from other areas. 
 
Sadly much of the issues are caused by bad planning policy by politicians pandering to their 
constituents. 
 
There is a need for an overall planning instrument which covers the City of Sydney, Canterbury-
Bankstown, Inner West, Bayside and Georges River councils which create a positive outcome 
for water quality within the catchment. This includes requirements for water sensitive urban 
design on all land within the catchment which is enforced by law. This is essential as much of 
the issues have been focused on the seen pollution where the unseen pollution is by far a greater 
threat to the health and well being on the communities around the catchment.. 
 
2. Barton Park 
 
As you would be aware, there are major planned State Planning developments being proposed 
for Banksia, Arncliffe and Cooks Cove. Of concern to our organisation is a proposal to lease 
Barton Park to a private party for a private golf course. As major development occurs withing 
this area, people will need a place for recreation and livability. The large expanse of parkland 
should continue to be available to the people in surrounding areas as a regional park similar to 
the Sydney Park complex established by the City of Sydney. Once this land is tranferred into 
private hands it is locked up against the use of the general public forever. There are also 
significant issues related to the local environment related to this site. 
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