
 

 
31 March 2017                         EMAIL engagement@gsc.nsw.gov.au  
                                           
         
Attention:  District Commissioner -North 
 
Dear Dr Dearing, 
  
 

CPA response to Greater Sydney Commission 

The Castlecrag Progress Association appreciates the opportunity to make a submission to the Greater Sydney 
Commission on the draft plans for the Northern District. 

We are impressed by the extensive community consultation, which is a very welcome change from earlier State 
government approaches to planning. 

We urge the Commissioners to make recommendations for maximum community benefit. To achieve this will 
require mandatory targets and effective oversight to ensure a liveable and sustainable Sydney well into the 
future. Without effective mechanisms to ensure that policies are carried out and effectively maintained, the best 
plans will fail. We support the Commission in every effort to prevent this and to secure a green, equitable and 
vibrant city. 

The Progress Association is aware of the historical and extrapolated data showing a large increase to come in 
Sydney’s population. We are concerned that policies to date do not appear to provide effective, detailed or 
proactive plans to prepare successfully for such growth. We strongly advocate for detailed plans with effective 
incentives and sanctions, coupled with clear delineation of responsibilities between State and local governments. 

Sustainability and liveability objectives in Sydney become more difficult in the face of increasing pressure on 
services and space. Many councils manage these objectives well. We recommend that councils be supported in 
planning for and delivering against these objectives. 

We are very pleased that the Commission recognises and honours the significance and legitimacy of the local 
Councils’ Local Environment Plans. We urge the Commission to advocate for these LEPs. 

Sydney has a rapidly escalating housing crisis. Soaring rental costs and home prices are the major factor in this 
situation. Part of the cause is vacant ownership of houses and apartments by investors. We urge the Commission 
to advocate for a levy on unoccupied dwellings which will go some way to alleviate this. We also urge the 
Commission to push for a mandatory level of 10% of all new dwellings to be set aside for affordable housing. 

Aged care facilities should be located with easy access to public transport, health services and green spaces.  

Despite the need for more dwellings we absolutely reject any proposals to weaken planning controls on 
development. No development however large or small should be exempt from building codes, height controls, 
floor space ratios, or any other requirement regardless of any financial or political considerations. 

We also urge the Commission to advocate strongly against complying developments and private certification. 
These are open to serious abuse and corruption. We also reject any system which allows developments without 
genuine community consultation. 

Our green spaces and our heritage – indigenous, environmental, cultural and built – are threatened by aggressive 
development as well as population pressures. We support the management of our heritage according to the 
Burra Charter and the NSW Heritage manual. 
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We absolutely reject any use of biodiversity offsets. These are artificial constructs that do little or nothing to 
protect biodiversity. On the other hand the city needs to restore and expand our natural areas, especially 
remnant bushland. 

The Association recognises the many benefits provided by trees. We recognise the loss of a large number of 
mature trees in the Sydney area and probably much of New South Wales subsequent to the implementation of 
the 10/50 rule. Sadly, many areas not immediately at risk of bushfire were cleared of trees and developed. We 
urge the Commission to demand extensive tree-planting programs along with regulations to protect mature trees 
wherever they do not present a risk to residents.  

Our health, education and public transport systems are already severely stretched. We urge immediate repair and 
improvement before the inevitable increase in population to avert the need for desperate coping measures after 
the event – which so often fail to remedy the problems. Therefore we ask the Commission to push the 
Government to make health services, educational facilities, public transport, and protection of environment and 
heritage all State priorities.  

Public transport is crucial for a living city. It needs to be well planned and well-resourced to be successful.  Locally, 
the 203 Castlecrag to City bus service was axed in 2016, forcing people into cars. We advocate more public 
transport not less, with good connectivity. The expansion of tollways at vast expense to the State and at the cost 
of major disruption to residents undermines the current work. We urge that the proposed Northern tunnel 
system be dedicated to public transport not to tollways. 

Improved and expanded walking and cycling paths are an important component of a healthy city and should be 
expanded as much as possible. 

We support the use of renewable energy including incentives for households, businesses and government bodies 
to install such systems. Similarly we support rainwater capture systems. These go a long way to reducing pressure 
on the electricity grid and the water supply. Water capture will also reduce runoff from hard surfaces such as 
roofs and paved courtyards and help to protect sensitive waterways from pollution. 

Waste disposal and plastic are an increasingly problematic issue. We advocate container deposit legislation, a 
prohibition on single-use plastic bags, and banning e-waste from landfill.  We support composting initiatives as 
promoted by a number of Councils. We urge the Commission to advocate for such programs before the disposal 
of waste becomes completely unmanageable. 

In summary, we appreciate the work of the commission so far. We trust that the commissioners will develop 
detailed plans with effective implementation and monitoring strategies; and lead in shaping a liveable, equitable 
and above all sustainable city for the near and further future. 

 
Yours faithfully 

 

 
Paul Stokes  
Secretary 
Castlecrag Progress Association 
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