
 

 

 

 

OUR VISION 

Is to create a Marine Biology STEM centre right in the middle of Sydney Harbour at the beautiful Berry’s 
Bay.  

STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths. Governments and schools right across 
Australia are spending millions on developing STEM Centres and programs for students. 

To have a Marine Biology Centre right in the middle of Sydney Harbour would be an amazing resource. 

Coupled with the flourishing bushland of Balls Head and the $12Million development of the Living Lab and 
Coal Loader Centre for Sustainability we have the opportunity to make the whole Waverton Peninsular a 
Centre of Excellence in STEM and Indigenous Studies. 

WHAT WE DON’T WANT 

There is currently a proposal to build a very large scale Marina in Berry’s Bay that we equate to building a 
large car park over the bay. We want this stopped and we have developed a great alternative. 

HOW TO GET ON BOARD AND SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 

“Like” us on Facebook  |  Ask your friends to “Like” us on Facebook  |  Ask your local school to get involved 
 
I’m looking for committee members and people that can offer any other services or contacts.  
 
Please contact me on email: Larissa Davies  
 
 

Let’s create Berry’s Bay Marine Biology STEM Centre  
www.facebook.com/marinestemcentre 

 
 

Let’s make the Waverton Peninsular a Centre of Excellence 

in STEM and Indigenous Studies 

 

The Berry’s Bay Marine Biology STEM Centre 

 

The Berry’s Bay Marine Biology 
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The Berry’s Bay Marine Biology STEM Centre 

What is STEM? 

STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering & 

Mathematics. 

The Australian Government has committed an extra $12M 

to restore the focus, and increase student uptake of 

Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) 

subjects in primary and secondary school across the 

country. 

 

 

Why Berry’s Bay should be preserved? 

An iconic position in the middle of the harbor that has the 

tranquil beauty of Woodley’s Cove and the flourishing 

bushland of Balls Head whilst overlooking the city lights. 

This area has inspired poets and artists for generations 

e.g. Lloyd Rees & Henry Lawson. The area is of historic 

indigenous significance for Cammeraygal people with 

traditional rock carvings, middens and art sites still present 

in the area.  

 

 

The Coal Loader Living Lab and the Genia 

McCaffery Sustainability Centre 

The government has spent $10m + to create a wonderful 

education Centre incl. The Living Lab at the Coal Loader. 

By adapting Berry’s Bay into a Marine Biology STEM 

Centre it would be the perfect complement to what has 

already been developed. By doing this, the Waverton 

Peninsular will become a Centre of Excellence in STEM 

and Indigenous Learning.  

 

 

 



What is a Marine Biology STEM Centre? 

A Marine Biology STEM Centre is an area dedicated to 

studying all aspects of the marine environment. This could 

include water testing, marine animals and plants, effects of 

pollution, developing new technologies to combat 

environmental issues, effects of development on coastal 

habitats, fish breeding and animal rehab, micro plastics, the 

interconnectedness between Australia and global 

environments. 

 

Water activities to complement the STEM Centre 

The Berry’s Bay Marine Biology STEM Centre would have many 

complimentary activities to allow all members of the community 

to enjoy what the bay has to offer. This could include Sea 

Scouts (see example at www.northbridgescouts.org.au), 

Kayaking facilities, learn to sail programs, boat & water safety, 

boat license courses, camping adventures and mindfulness and 

team building workshops. 

 

 

Fun & Exciting Stuff! 

The cliffs surrounding the site for the STEM Centre could be 

used for abseiling and to build a terrific Flying Fox which would 

be wonderful for students visiting the area. A treetop walkway 

through Balls Head could be the perfect conduit between the 

Marine Biology STEM Centre and the Living Lab of the Coal 

Loader. This would create a wonderful excursion incorporating 

all aspects of biology and indigenous learning with some fun 

and adventure in between. 

 

Engineering Centre incorporating Boat Museum 

The Woodley’s Boat Shed could be adapted to create a vintage 

small boat museum incorporating an engineering section 

allowing students to dismantle and rebuild engines. This is very 

much in line with the STEM theme of the area. Use of this 

facility could be extended to other community groups such as 

The Men’s Shed. This area could also be used for people 

wanting to get their boat license. 

 

 



Children’s playground and BBQ facilities 

Making the area family friendly will increase public use of the 

space but will maintain the ecological beauty of the area. Other 

ideas could include a swimming pool and canoe launch facilities. 

Even a basketball court could be a possibility! 

 

 

Student Camps and Accommodation 

Student Accommodation built nestled in the bushland could 

provide an amazing experience for school kids especially form 

rural Australia or Sydney’s West. To camp by the water under 

the city of Sydney lights would be an extraordinary experience. 

During the day, students can participate in the Marine Biology 

STEM Centre, go abseiling, ride on the flying fox & tree top walk, 

explore the Living Lab of the Coal loader and have some fun 

with the water sports on offer. 

 

Back to Marine Conservation – Other ideas 

As part of the Marine Biology STEM Centre we could build a fish 

breeding facility. For example, we could breed tuna and do large 

releases into the ocean. This could get corporate sponsorship 

and great publicity. Other ideas include animal rehab facilities and 

touch and feel pools for marine life. 

 

 

Ferry Terminal / Car Park 

To enable access to the Waverton Peninsular a ferry terminal 

would be required. This would help public access to the STEM 

Centre and surrounding activities as well as the Coal Loader. A 

small carpark would also be necessary for ferry commuters. 

 

 



A Waterfront Restaurant / Café / Kiosk 

A Waterfront Restaurant / Café / Kiosk could be a great 

addition to the area and could service not only the many 

visitors to the area during the day but be a lovely waterfront 

restaurant for the night. Perhaps this facility could service the 

school camps too? 

 

 

Preserving the Bushland and Heritage of the Area 

The Waverton Peninsular is a historical site of significance. 

The Cammeraygal people used the Waverton Peninsular 

as a lookout whereby they could see right down the 

harbour out to The Heads. The rock carvings, middens and 

art sites should be preserved but exploration of this very 

important part of Australia’s history opened up to students. 

Combined with the beautiful natural bushland the area 

offers amazing potential as a hands on learning environment all to encourage our kids out of the digital 

world for a moment in time and into the world of Urban Nature. 

 

I am looking to engage with anyone that is interested in working on this project with me. Please 

contact me on the details below with any ideas and comments on the proposal above. 

Name:   Larissa Davies 

Email:   

Phone:  

 

 

 

Let’s create Berry’s Bay Marine Biology STEM Centre 

www.facebook.com/marinestemcentre 


