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I am making a personal submission Mrs 40-49 Donna Easthorpe Baulkham 

Hills



postcode state importance_rate_jobs_growth open_comment_jobs_growth importance_rate_knowledge_intensive open_comment_knowledge_intensive

2153 NSW 5 2

Targeting jobs growth, economic activity and development in identified strategic and district 

centres focuses public and private infrastructure investment leading to better business, 

transport and employment outcomes.   

Providing more office space boosts knowledge-intensive industries which leads to economic growth through 

more international and local investment. 



importance_rate_innovation_hubs open_comment_innovation_hubs importance_rate_health_education open_comment_health_education importance_rate_tourism

2 4 5

Providing affordable space in the right locations for innovation hubs 

increases jobs in creative industries which strengthen our global participation 

and generate wealth. 

Supporting the growth of health and education super precincts fosters knowledge-intensive jobs and 

innovation which drives economic activity and improves health and education services. 

Further developing international tourism and tourist 

assets boosts jobs and significantly contributes to the 

economic growth of the Greater Sydney Region. 



open_comment_tourism importance_rate_urban_services open_comment_urban_services importance_rate_improving_access

5 5

Further developing international tourism and tourist 

assets boosts jobs and significantly contributes to the 

economic growth of the Greater Sydney Region. 

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council 

depots and household trades near where people live maintains easy access to essential 

services. 

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council depots and household trades 

near where people live maintains easy access to essential services. 



open_comment_improving_access importance_rate_freight_logistics open_comment_freight_logistics

5

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council depots and household trades 

near where people live maintains easy access to essential services. 

Planning for freight and logistics activities improves the efficient distribution of goods to businesses and homes while 

managing traffic impacts. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence we should consider when further 

developing initiatives for increasing the productivity of the districts?

long_comment_productivity importance_rate_housing_targets open_comment_housing_targets

Transport should be within 400 metres 

It should come every 15 minutes 

It should only require 1 ticket 

It must be Safe, Clean, Accessible and Affordable 

 

WHATEVER IT COSTS TO RETROFIT LIFTS TO ALL RAILWAY STATIONS FOR THE DISABLED AND 

INFIRM.

5 This is THE MOST CRUCIAL ASPECT for the GSC to consider.  

No point poor old Woollahra Council trying to get a menial labourer 

into their employ if the only people willing to do to the jobs can only 

afford to live 3 hours away, each way by public transport. 

Rezoning with its attendant value uplift, only further entrenches 

social isolation on the fringes of the community. 

I truly fear civil unrest in the future, unless multiple styles of housing 

are treated more like basic shelter, and a segment of the 

infrastructure, than as it currently is viewed - as an asset class. 

 

The paltry 10% inclusionary zoning currently put forward by the GSC 

is just not going to deliver anywhere NEAR what is needed into the 

future. 15% on private land, along with 30% on government owned 

land should be standard requirements for inclusionary zoning laws 

on land in the Greater Sydney basin.  

We need to decide what sort of city we want to live in?  

Entrenched social/economic divisions and disadvantage, making life 

as hard as possible for those who haven't inherited "good parents", 

or a "better paying job", or those who don't have English as a first 

language, or who have been born into poverty. Versus those who 

have it all and aren't required to share in their good fortune? 

 

Or a city in which all strata live alongside each other, with work, 

education, health, leisure and play opportunities for all - raising up 

the lowest bar, so all have the opportunity to achieve if they can? 

 

This will probably be the last, greatest chance we have as a city, to 

plan for social cohesion and fairness. Let's not blow it.

Delivering on housing supply targets goes towards meeting pent-up demand, home affordability and 

housing for key workers. 



importance_rate_housing_strategies open_comment_housing_strategies importance_urban_design open_comment_urban_design importance_rate_complementary_land_uses

5 Greater Sydney is DESPERATELY in need 

of diverse accommodation types. They 

are needed to support the growing 

community. Included in this would be an 

emphasis on different housing types and 

price points. 

Of great importance is housing that is fit 

for all levels of disability and ageing in 

place. An admittedly annoying amount 

of regulation up front would see an 

easing of need for retrofitting down the 

line later.

5 Safe footpaths and cycleways, leading to public 

transport stops are vital if we want to redress our 

reliance on the single owner/passenger car. 

I live in Baulkham Hills and we have 6 people in our 

house and 6 cars, because the public transport 

doesn't go where we need to go when we need to get 

there. 

That is disgraceful.

5

Co-locating complementary land uses such as shops, schools, child care, community and recreation 

helps people interact, improves the viability of public transport, walking and cycling, and facilitates 

multi-purpose trips.

Managing neighbourhood growth through high quality urban design, respecting 

character and good transport creates healthy, safe, inclusive places and community 

spirit. 

Preparing local or district housing strategies addresses the diverse range of 

accommodation needed to support our growing community including housing 

types and price points.



open_comment_complementary_land_uses importance_rate_arts_culture open_comment_arts_culture

This should not be rocket science? 3 Public libraries are of vital importance. Please ensure they are funded

Co-locating complementary land uses such as shops, schools, child care, community and recreation 

helps people interact, improves the viability of public transport, walking and cycling, and facilitates 

multi-purpose trips.

Protecting and enhancing history, heritage, arts and culture retains local identity promotes diversity and a community’s sense of belonging. 



importance_rate_community_facilities open_comment_community_facilities importance_rate_local_services open_comment_local_services

4 schools in particular seem to be vastly 

wasted spaces after 3 pm. Perhaps more 

can be done to utilise them more 

effectively.

4 more job creation for local people 

delivering local services will aid in 

keeping more people away from 

high density areas adn reducing 

traffic congestion.

Sharing public and private community facilities and open spaces such as sports grounds 

and meeting rooms is a sustainable use of existing and future resources.  

Catering for existing and future demand for a full range of local 

services including child care, schools, health centres and aged care 

housing supports community needs. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence we should consider when further developing initiatives for 

increasing the liveability of the districts? 

liveability_comments importance_rate_green_grids

Seriously need to connect major activity centres in the middle ring and outer suburbs with orbital rail lines. They are 

faster than busses who need to work through other road traffic.

5

Creating a Green Grid by way of connecting parks, bushland and other open spaces, and a Blue Grid of beaches, rivers and other waterways, promotes a 

healthier environment, improves access to recreation, encourages socialising, supports walking and cycling connections and improves environmental 

resilience. 



open_comment_green_grids importance_rate_biodiversity open_comment_biodiversity

connecting green grid spaces with cycleways encourages and allows people to safely use bicycles to get where they 

need to go without having to (stupidly) brave roadways with psycho Sydney car/cab/bus/truck drivers!

4 Sydney has many unique flora and fauna species. Linked in with the Green and 

Blue belt spaces, they should be able to be accommodated.

Creating a Green Grid by way of connecting parks, bushland and other open spaces, and a Blue Grid of beaches, rivers and other waterways, promotes a 

healthier environment, improves access to recreation, encourages socialising, supports walking and cycling connections and improves environmental 

resilience. 

Protecting biodiversity of flora and fauna supports environmental sustainability and visual landscapes which 

benefit amenity and tourism. 



importance_shade open_comment_shade importance_rate_water_energy_efficiency open_comment_water_energy_efficiency

3 also have to be careful of what tyoes of trees are planted. Tired of dodging braches 

hurled about in storms!

5 *making ecologically sustainable water, energy, 

fuels and materials solutions more attractive 

than their wasteful alternatives by way of 

subsidies versus taxes is a great way to 

incentivise change in large populations.

Protecting and enhancing green cover and shade trees reduces temperatures at ground level, provides 

animal habitat and enhances visual landscapes. 

More efficiently using water, energy, fuels and materials and improving the management of 

waste and recycling helps Greater Sydney become more sustainable and mitigates rising costs. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence 

we should consider when further developing 

initiatives for increasing the sustainability of the 

districts?

importance_rate_environmental_resilience open_comment_environmental_resilience sustainability_comments

5 Promoting alternate building solutions like Therma-Wall Industries rammed earth housing. 

  

"Mr. Ed Heysom while president of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects 

has stated that approximately 40% of materials are consumed in the 

construction of commercial and domestic buildings, they also contribute to 

approximately 33% of all greenhouse gas emissions. Mr. Heysom pushes for 

change in the building laws to reduce the use of materials and control 

emissions (10). The Therma-Wall System provides a cut in the use of 

conventional materials and emissions caused through the building process. 

One house constructed in Victoria has been rated by the Sustainable Energy 

Authority of Victoria as one of the most energy efficient houses built (3). 

6. Reduction in the cost of housing are achieved by the following; 

a. Cost of building materials, 

b. Unskilled labour and 

c. Minimal heating and cooling costs due to passive solar design and 

thermal mass. " 

http://www.therma-wall.com 

/Rammed%20Earth%20The%20Modern%20Alternative%20Small.pdf

Building resilience to environmental hazards such as flooding, urban heat islands and bushfires mitigates their financial, social and environmental impact on 

communities. 



Towards our Greater Sydney 2056 is a draft amendment to 

the current Greater Sydney Region Plan which will continue 

to be revised in 2017. Do you have any feedback on Towards 

our Greater Sydney 2056?

How do you 

rate the plan?
Privacy Statement

togs_comments rate_the_plan agree_statement

Thanks to the GSC for the chance to make this submission. I 

and my family have lived in what will be the West Central 

District for over 50 years â€“ Seven Hills, Northmead, Quakers 

Hill and Baulkham Hills. During this time, weâ€™ve seen 

housing affordability plummet in Sydney, particularly in the 

Hills area. 

Weâ€™ve met and spoken with many people who are 

experiencing great stress because of this: older friends who 

rent and must retire to Launceston - using ALL of their 

Superannuation payout to purchase a small workers cottage 

for their retirement. They must move far away from their 

children and won't be able to lend support. Young people like 

my own 20-somethings, as well as my nieces and nephews 

who have to live at home throughout their studies then move 

far away to find affordable rental - OR THEY JUST STAY HERE IN 

MY HOUSE!  

Weâ€™ve also met or heard of many other people whose 

lower income jobs make even renting in the district virtually 

impossible â€“ retail and hospitality workers, health and 

community carers, early childhood educators and many more. 

If I can direct you to the Anglicare Rental Affordability 

Snapshot at 

 http://www.anglicare.asn.au/research-reports/the-rental-

affordability-snapshot 

You can see for yourselves how bad the rental landscape is for 

those on low to moderate incomes, those on Newstart, single 

parents etc. 

So - vulnerable people are being put under huge stress, 

families are being separated, transport and infrastructure 

being stretched to breaking point by this problem. Recently 

released reports have shown that Sydney is now the second 

least affordable housing capital of the world!  

I have friends in the UK who say much more is being done 

there. They report that in London, more than 20% of housing 

in new developments must be set aside for â€œinclusionary 

housingâ€• - rental at levels affordable to people on lower 

incomes.  Now London is apparently talking about making it 

30% or even 50% in some areas. I understand New York and 

other cities have done likewise.

Iâ€™m disappointed that the GSC is only recommending 5-10% 

inclusionary housing quotas â€“ and not even on the whole 

development, just the â€œupliftâ€� after itâ€™s rezoned. 

Iâ€™m also disappointed this is weakened even more by 

making it â€œsubject to viabilityâ€� â€“ thatâ€™s a loophole 

some greedy people will take advantage of! Iâ€™ve read 

reports from top planning academics at AHURI, who say this 

measure will not impact prices or supply â€“ it hasnâ€™t 

elsewhere. This loophole seems quite unnecessary, and only 

included to appease certain vested interests.

I know this is only one element of addressing peopleâ€™s right 

to a secure affordable home â€“ we also need to remove no-

cause evictions and ask the Federal Government to reform 

negative gearing and the CGT exemptions. But itâ€™s at least 

something the NSW government can do, and I urge the GSC to 

strengthen its recommendations on this to bring them up to 

world best practice. 

I recommend that the GSC strengthen its recommendation 

under the Liveability section, to propose that at least 15% of 

units in new developments in Sydney be set aside for 

inclusionary housing, that on government-owned land it 

should be at least 30%, that this should apply to all units in the 

development and not just the uplift, and that this minimum be 

included in legislation without â€œviabilityâ€• loopholes. 

This will probably be the last, greatest chance we have as a 

city, to plan for social cohesion and fairness. Let's not blow it.

Neutral I agree to the 

above statement.


