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                                                                                       28 March 2017  

 
The Commissioners 
Greater Sydney Commission 
PO Box 257  
PARRAMATTA NSW 2124 
 
Submitted On Line (Open Submission) 
 
Dear Commissioners  
 
Submission - Draft District Plans and Towards Our Greater Sydney 2056 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above.  
 
Floodplain Management Australia (FMA) was established to promote sound and responsible 
floodplain management, and to make representations on behalf of local government at State and 
Federal levels. FMA has continued to carry out these important roles for more than 50 years and is 
now the national voice for floodplain risk management, with around 120 Members from New South 
Wales, Queensland, Victoria, the Australian Capital Territory, Tasmania and South Australia (see 
http://floods.org.au/. 
 
Flooding is the costliest natural disaster in Australia emphasising the importance of considering 
flood risk as an integrated component of the planning process. As evidenced by the 2010  2011 
floods within Queensland, the substantial loss of life can also be a tragic consequence of floods. 
Flood risk management should an integral consideration in any plan making process. While the 
costliest natural disaster, flooding is also potentially the most manageable. 
 
The focus of our submission is to ensure that the District Plans and Metropolitan Strategy 
proactively promote flood risk management principles in the plan making process. This, of course, 
will require flooding to be balanced against a range of considerations to determine the preferred 

 
Towards Our Greater Sydney 2056 will need to ensure that flood risks are managed by minimising 
exposure to flood hazards or putting in place mitigation measures.  
 

documents note the need to address flood risks and three of the draft District Plans (West, West 
Central and South West) provide an in-depth summary of the particular flood risks applying to the 
lower Hawkesbury-Nepean floodplain. These documents also note the existence of the NSW 
Floodplain Development Manual and the need to consider this Manual in the preparation of plans. 
 
In our view, District and Metropolitan plans should provide appropriate guidance for future lower 
order plans, and address the following fundamental floodplain risk management (FRM) issues: 
 

1. Provide context to FRM including reference to both the NSW Flood Policy and NSW 
Floodplain Development Manual.  

2. Provide regional flood planning mapping to give some perspective on the extent of the 
hazard. 
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3. Identify regional stakeholders (e.g. Councils, Department of Planning and Environment, 
Office of Environment and Heritage, State Emergency Service, Insurance Companies, Dam 
Authorities, etc). 

4. Consider regional evacuation needs. 
5. Identify regional FRM mitigation measures. 
6. Provide principles for floodplain modification works, including filling, that address factors 

such as cumulative impacts. 
7. Provide general land use locational considerations based on FRM principles. 

 
Our primary concern is that the draft District Plans and Towards Our Greater Sydney 2056, do not 
clearly address the above matters, nor do they provide specific direction on how flood risk is to be 
managed at either the district or metropolitan regional planning levels, or appropriate direction for 
lower order plans. This will involve setting specific limits on urban growth with and without 
mitigation measures to ensure flood risk is appropriately managed.  
 
FMA has adopted a Land Use Planning Position Policy which sets out the range of investigations 
and FRM measures that should be established at different levels of plan making. We urge the 
Commission to consider and apply the principles in the Guideline when finalising the exhibited draft 
documents. 
 
FMA seeks to shift the current paradigm of flood risk planning from being simply the identification 
of areas where development should not occur to the promotion of a strategic planning approach 
that proactively guides appropriate development within floodplain areas. 
 
FMA would be prepared to work with the Commission to assist in ensuring the finalised plans 
appropriately address FRM. We would appreciate the opportunity to meet with Commissioners and 
Commission officers to elaborate on the above and to collaborate in the delivery of the plans, 
where needed. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Paul Grech 
Director - Land Use Planning  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please address correspondence to: 
Glenn Evans  Executive Officer  Floodplain Management Australia 
115 Marshall Street Garden Suburb NSW 2289             Email eo@floods.org.au              Phone 0415 873353 


