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Greater Sydney Commission 
Draft North District Plan 
PO Box 257 
Parramatta NSW 2124 

          March 30, 2017 
  Re: Greater Sydney Commission plans for Northern Sydney 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
Friends of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment has 365 members and over 1100 supporters whose 
mission is to seek permanent environmental protection for the remaining bushland in the 
catchment of Narrabeen Lagoon. 
 
Our over-arching concern is that all planning needs to be performed within the guidelines of 
Ecologically Sustainable Development. 
 
We are concerned about 

1. The likely pressure (P66) to widen Wakehurst Parkway through Narrabeen Lagoon 
Catchment due to both the proposed Tunnel from Seaforth to North Sydney and the new 
Northern Beaches hospital and the likely impacts on bushland from such requirements. 

2. The likely impacts on bushland in the catchment of Narrabeen Lagoon that could be 
created by measures to flood-proof Wakehurst Parkway. 

3. That there ought to be a requirement that any off-sets needed because of such 
infrastructure be secured in bushland within the local area.  

4. The Plan (P120) is for a Strategic Centre around the Frenchs Forest Hospital.  This ought 
not to replace the current plan for a business centre around Brookvale/Dee Why.  There 
are fewer environmental constraints in the Brookvale/Dee Why area and greater access 
to public transport.   

5. Strong planning controls must be incorporated to protect the natural environment of 
Narrabeen Lagoon catchment from encroachment on non-urban areas. 

6. The aim of maintaining and improving water quality (P126) is dependent upon strict 
control of development within the catchment.  Narrabeen Lagoon currently allows for 
contact water sports due to protection of water quality. 

7. It is important that Lagoons and their tributary creeks are specifically acknowledged as 
important aspects of the landscape the plan aims to enhance.  

8. (P129) We do NOT support offsetting between catchments.  Development within a 
catchment MUST not impinge upon any other catchment.  Offsets must be sought 
locally.   

9. (P130) ANZECC 2000 Guidelines or similar for water quality ought to applied to 
waterways in Narrabeen Lagoon catchment.  Protecting bushland in the catchment is 
crucial to maintaining a healthy aquatic environment downstream. 
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10. (P131) We support the PAC recommendations (2009) for interim protection of the non-
urban area of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment and recommend that the protection 
become permanent. 

11. (Page 132) Conservation Planning ought to consider protection of native vegetation, 
wildlife habitat and corridors, waterways and soils particularly in the light of anticipated 
climate change where wildlife will need to be able to transverse the environment to seek 
more suitable habitats. 

12. We do not agree with the reference to an aim to “facilitate urban growth and 
development” as it could over-ride all previous measures to protect the environment. 

13. We agree with the importance of seeking local knowledge on environmental issues. 
14. We agree that minimizing impacts on biodiversity is highly important and that only when 

impacts cannot be avoided or minimized, should consideration be given to offsetting 
those impacts. 

15. (P135) We see the Green Grid as a major legacy for future generations. 
16. (Page 136) Priority Projects include: 

Garigal National Park: Oxford Falls and Deep Creek  
Improving links to the new Northern Beaches Hospital Precinct, improving walking and 
cycling links through to Narrabeen Lagoon and protecting the national park from impacts 
from nearby development. 
(Page 140) Scenic Amenity is very important from many vantage points within the 
Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment 

17. (Page 142) The non-urban land in Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment has a range of 
environmental, social, cultural and economic values, including scenic landscapes, habitat 
and biodiversity, Aboriginal heritage, waterways and recreational assets.  An important 
priority is to protect these values for future generations.  Zoning for environmental 
protection is required to protect public values on private land and to prevent 
inappropriate development of non-urban land including core habitat. 

18. (Page 145) The non-urban land in Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment is identified in the 
Oxford Falls Valley (B2) Locality in WLEP2000.  The boundary of the Metropolitan Rural 
Area (MRA) in NLC should correspond with this non-urban land.  The MRA boundary is 
not clearly depicted in the draft Plan.  We support discouraging development in non-
urban areas in order to protect their acknowledged values. 

19.  (Page 147) Sustainability Priority 10: To protect non-urban land in NLC, land use 
controls, housing density controls, minimum lot size, desired future character ‘threshold 
test’ and other criteria are required.  It is not sufficient to rely on a design approach. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Judith Bennett, President 


