
Dear Greater Sydney Commission / Ms Turnbull, 

 

I notice that Skyhaus, a 30 storey, 300 apartment, high rise building currently being built in Liverpool, 

has an overall cost of $92 million, which works out at around $330,000 per apartment. 

 

Were 7 of these buildings built next to every single train station on the existing network, this would 

add another 2,100 apartments next to each train station, which would significantly increase the 

revenue of Sydney Trains. Currently Sydney Trains operates at a loss of 80%. In London, TfL 

(Transport for London) operates at a daily loss of single figures, occasionally they break even, and 

occasionally they run at a profit. 

 

If we consider that there could be 100 stations that would be good candidates for such 

development, all located within 300 metres of the station and therefore strongly encouraging use of 

the train system, then this would result in a 2,100 x 100 = 210,000 increase in the number of 

apartments available to Sydneysiders. As Westpac CEO Brian Hartzer recently pointed out, the 

current rate of apartment building in Sydney of 10,000 is going to have little or no effect on housing 

availability or affordability. It is woefully too low by a significant margin. 

 

If we want Sydney to grow, while retaining our green spaces and our access to clean water as well as 

fresh food that has been grown locally, and we do not want to be sitting in congested traffic jams for 

4 hours a day, then the policy of building high rise such as Skyhaus, built by the government under 

strict quality control around acoustic privacy, apartment size, balcony safety, provision of amenities 

and green spaces nearby, and so on, sold cost neutrally to local citizens, would solve the housing and 

transport crises, as well as pump much needed daily revenue into Sydney Trains. 

 

All this could be done with a stroke of the pen. Nothing needs to be done other than the rezoning of 

the land adjacent to all stations on the network to high rise (actually 30 storey buildings, strictly 

speaking are not high rise but medium rise buildings). 

 

But this needs to happen soon. Currently at Villawood they are building an apartment of just 6 

storeys. This is because of local council regulations limiting height to 6 storeys, under their old 

planning model. This and other projects are being constrained and densities limited, and the overall 

effect of this will be that the pressure will increase elsewhere, and suburban sprawl into our 

precious and diminishing greenfield sites will continue. 

 

Developers can then be brought into the equation, with the proviso that quality control must be 

high, and that their profit margins will be lower than they might get for a private project. These 

apartments would then go on the open market - not as affordable housing, but on the open market - 

for sale to Australian residents only, who actually either live in Sydney or in Australia and are 

intending to live in Sydney. They could not be used as 'land banks'. 



 

I recommend this idea very strongly for dealing with the issues of housing affordability, traffic 

congestion, Sydney Trains revenue, and the protection of our greenfield sites and the environment. 

 

In short, the building of High Rise apartments, sold at cost to Sydney residents, is a colloquial 'no-

brainer' for solving many of the issues that Sydney faces not in 5 or 10 or 20 years time, but right 

now. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Yanis Garrett 


