










Response to the Draft West Central District Plan 
 
Concerns with the role of the Commission 
 
Comments: 
While the Hills Greens applauds the efforts of the Greater Sydney Commission, a little 
history will show that this Commission is the latest in a long line of Commissions/ 
Boards/ Plans with firm ideas or blueprints for the Sydney Basin that have not come to 
fruition. 
 
Anne Davies, Sean Nicholls and Joseph Kerr reported in the SMH January 6 2003 that a 
State Government-funded group of business people, academics and town planners said 
that thousands of hectares of land must be protected along Sydney's three river 
boundaries to create a super "green belt" and end urban sprawl. 
 
The powerful Greater Western Sydney Economic Development Board says sustainability 
is now a key objective. 
 
The Sydney Region Outline Plan was drawn up in 1968 to replace the extensive green 
belts envisaged in the County of Cumberland plan of 1948-51. 
 
"One clear outcome of the development of this plan should be a clear understanding as 
to the finite growth of Greater Western Sydney," the board says. 
 
Hills Greens supports the finite growth of greater western Sydney and protection of existing bush land and 
green spaces from development. 
 
Climate Change 
Comments: 
The draft plans include a statement that climate change is a significant issue and 
commit to making Sydney a zero emissions city by 2050. No detail is provided about 
how the district plans will deliver this important goal. 
 
The Hills Greens would like to see initiatives to transform the design of housing to 
minimise energy use and requirements to set clear objectives to increase renewable 
energy sources in all new dwelling proposals. A major overhaul of BASIX is required. 
Bushfire risks and flooding risks should be identified and prioritised in planning. 
 
Air quality: 
Air pollution has health implications of poor air quality. Western Sydney already 
experiences significantly worse air quality than Eastern Sydney, we call on the 
Commission to consider the cumulative impacts of the types and scale of development 
in western Sydney to clearly set out the potential air quality implications for the 
growing population of young families. 
 
Tree Canopy and Biodiversity 
Comments: 
Biodiversity: 
The 2016 US EPA study found that tree canopy and green open space both significantly 
reduce urban temperatures reducing energy use and decreased demand for air 
conditioning. Air quality improves. Trees also remove air pollutants and store and 
sequester carbon dioxide. Vegetation reduces runoff and improves water quality by 
absorbing and filtering rainwater. Trees and vegetation provide aesthetic value, 



habitat for many species, and can reduce noise. 
 
Special Regional Comments: 
 
The Hills Shire is home to large forested areas in the North Ward. The Hills Greens 
believe strongly that this area needs special protection and should be free from 
housing development. Currently land around the periphery of the forest is being 
rapidly released for cluster subdivision which we believe is a serious threat to the 
environmental values of this unique region within the Sydney Basin. 
 
The Hills Greens urge the Greater Sydney Commission to create strong protections for these forested areas 
in the north of the Hills Shire,  including but not limited to; the Glenorie Maroota Cattai Bioregion, the 
Hawkesbury Nepean River system and surrounds, the Maroota forest and the Proposed Dyarrabin Nature 
Reserve 
 
The Glenorie Maroota Cattai Bioregion contains some the most biodiverse areas in the 
Sydney basin. Little Cattai Creek with its headwaters in the privately owned former 
Maroota State Forest, has been named the cleanest waterway in Sydney (Andrews et al 
1990). The Maroota sandmass is a unique area environmentally: the area is rich in 
springs, which provide continuous water flow to local creeks, thereby supporting 
abundant biodiversity downstream in all directions from Maroota. Some of this 
biodiversity appears to be unique to the Maroota area (Ecohort Consultants, 2000). 
The environmental values of Maroota Forest are well known and documented. The 
forest covers 4250 hectares and has the highest faunal species diversity of any reserve 
or National Park in the Sydney Region except the Blue Mountains National Park All the 
freshwater springs ultimately flow to the Hawkesbury River. 
 
The headwaters and upper reaches of Little Cattai Creek are in near intact condition 
and Little Cattai Creek is considered to be the most aquatically biodiverse creek in 
Western Sydney (Hills Shire Council, undated). 
 
The Broadwater wetland occurs here and is one of the largest freshwater wetlands in 
the Hawkesbury Nepean River System and contains a variety of wetland types 

 
Snipe; Great Egret; Cattle Egret; Sharp Tailed Sandpiper; and the White Bellied Sea 
Eagle (Cattai Catchment Management 1996; Australian Museum Business Services 

 
Japan-  
Egret and White bellied Sea-eagle are listed on China-Australia Migratory Bird 
Agreement (CAMBA) (AMBS, 1996).Ninety four native fauna species have been 
identified including 3 threatened fauna species: the Giant Burrowing Frog; Red 
Crowned Toadlet; and Black Bittern (AMBS 1996). The catchment of Little Cattai Creek 
is considered important for the water quality and quantity of the Broadwater wetland 
and the Hawkesbury Nepean River System. This creek system provides 5% by volume 
of fresh clean water into the Hawkesbury River (Andrews et al, 1990). 
 

 
several sections of the wetland being brackish. Moderately large wetland with 25 ha 
permanently saturated and approx. 4 ha being ephemeral. Identified as having 
potentially high flora and fauna conservation values, with high scenic qualities, hence 
listing as a SREP 20 wetland. Zoned Rural 1b. Immediate vicinity owned by one 
landholder. Catchment around 1200 hectares with 200 acres privately owned (in one 
title); previously subject of Dyarrabin Nature Reserve proposal. Currently under land 



rights claim by Deerubbin Local Aboriginal Land Council under the NSW Aboriginal Land 
Rights Act 1983, and if granted will become private freehold land as for Maroota 
Forest. 
 

 
Hawkesbury Nepean Catchment. Zoned Rural 1b; 200 acres which covers the 

rently the subject of a DA with Baulkham Hills 
Shire Council for rural residential subdivision. 
 
Proposed Dyarrabin Nature Reserve: During 1994, in a study done for the National 
Parks Association of NSW, 2,500 hectares of vacant Crown Land, a Crown Water 
Reserve, Public Open Space and numerous small catchments were identified on the 
Southern shores of the Hawkesbury River between Wisemans Ferry and Sackville North 
(Douglas and Williams 1994). The NPA recommended that this area be gazetted as the 
Dyarrabin Nature Reserve and become part of the Hawkesbury River Conservation 
Corridor. 
 
The proposed Nature Reserve includes healthy and significant vegetation communities 
such as Freshwater Wetlands, Warm Temperate Rainforest and Swamp Forest. Fauna 
includes the Powerful Owl, Yellow-bellied Glider, Swamp Wallaby, Wombat and Whip 
Snake. 471 plant species from 94 families were identified in the study including 
registered rare, endangered, threatened and uncommon species. Aboriginal Heritage 
Sites were also present (Douglas and Williams 1994). 
 
We implore the Greater Sydney Commission to heed our request for the protection of 
this precious land. 
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