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31 March 2017 
 
 
 
The Commissioners 
Greater Sydney Commission 
Draft District Plans 
Via email: engagement@gsc.nsw.gov.au 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 

Re: Submission on the Draft Central District Plan – National Centre of Indigenous Excellence, 
180 George Street, Redfern 

 
We write on behalf of the National Centre of Indigenous Excellence (NCIE) to make a submission on 
the Draft Central District Plan.    
 
The NCIE is a wholly-owned subsidiary company of the Indigenous Land Corporation (ILC), an 
Australian Government entity with responsibility for land acquisition and management to benefit 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians. The NCIE is a not-for-profit social enterprise that 
provides programs for Indigenous people from the local community and around Australia in areas 
such as health and wellbeing, learning and development and sport and recreation. It is built on the 
land of the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation. In addition to its outreach programs, the NCIE is a 
much-used venue for events involving the Sydney Indigenous community.  
 
The NCIE site is at 166–180 George Street in Redfern. This is the site of the former Redfern Public 
School, purchased by the ILC from the New South Wales Government in 2006 and subsequently 
redeveloped.  It is within the area covered by the Central District Plan. 
 
In addition to draft Central District Plan, we note that there are currently other significant planning 
proposals in relation to the Redfern area, including UrbanGrowth NSW’s Central to Eveleigh Urban 
Transformation, the development of a Master Plan for the Waterloo Estate Precinct, the new 
Waterloo Train Station, and the new Inner Sydney High School. 
 
We are concerned that development, if not thoughtful, considered and fully informed, could harm or 
diminish the unique Aboriginal character of Redfern, which has a long and proud history as the 
birthplace of Indigenous community- controlled organisations in areas such as health, legal services, 
media, the arts and more. Recent or impending changes to social and other housing in the area 
illustrate the need for concerted and principled effort to ensure that character and presence is not 
lost or further diluted. 
 
The Draft Central District Plan acknowledges: 

• The need to conserve and enhance Redfern’s Aboriginal heritage; 
• The need to set affordable rental housing targets to optimise housing and community diversity 

outcomes on sites of social housing concentration, including Redfern; 



• The need to improve decision making with the Aboriginal community;
• The need to support the goal of growing the first economy of Aboriginal economic prosperity,

including through the visitor economy; and
• The need to establish on-going engagement with the Aboriginal community to better inform

planning.

The NCIE and ILC view the development of the Central District Plan, and other processes, as an 
excellent opportunity for the Greater Sydney Commission, and other Government entities, to partner 
with the Aboriginal community in Redfern, including the ILC and NCIE, to develop policies and 
actions that will best meet the needs and aspirations of the Aboriginal community, and help protect 
and celebrate the area’s valuable heritage and character. 

The ILC and NCIE are currently working towards the development of a master plan for the NCIE site 
that will maximise social and economic benefits for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
community. We believe that by working together we can realise the aspirations of the local 
Aboriginal community for the NCIE site. 

Accordingly, ILC and NCIE are keen to be involved in future planning processes relating to the 
development and finalisation of the Central District Plan particularly as they relate to the 
Redfern/Waterloo area as well as the broader initiatives of the District Plan as they relate to the 
wider Aboriginal community.   

We look forward to working with the Greater Sydney Commission in relation to achieving the 
objectives for the area consistent with community expectations.  

Yours sincerely, 

Alison Page John Maher 
Chair, NCIE ILC Group CEO 


