
MACARTHUR LAW  SOCIETY 

Marsdens_6650322_1 

MACARTHUR LAW SOCIETY 

31 March 2017 

Greater Sydney Commission 
PO Box 257  
PARRAMATTA NSW  2124 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Re: Macarthur Law Society Formal Submission on the Greater Sydney Commission 
South West District Draft Plan  

The Macarthur Law Society ("the Society") is a professional body and a Regional Law Society 
of the Law Society of New South Wales. 

The Society was established in 1995 and geographically encompasses the Greater Macarthur 
region being the Local Government Areas (LGA) of Campbelltown, Camden and the Wollondilly 
Shire. 

Snapshot of Justice Facilities in Macarthur 

The Society represents over 244 Legal Professionals and Practitioners who have established 
their primary place of practice within the Greater Macarthur region.  

Within our geographical boundaries, there are over twenty (20) medium and small sized firms, 
as well as sole practitioners and government practitioners. 

There are three (3) Local Court registries, namely Campbelltown, Camden and Picton and one 
(1) District Court and one (1) Children's Court sitting at Campbelltown.  

The Macarthur Legal Centre, based in Campbelltown, is a Government funded Community 
Justice Legal Centre and provides services to the same geographic area.  

The Director of Public Prosecutions and Legal Aid New South Wales are also based in 
Campbelltown. Both New South Wales State and Commonwealth matters are heard in the 
justice facilities in Macarthur. 

The demand for justice services in the Macarthur region has been growing. In the period from 
2014 to 2017, the number of legal professionals in the Society rose from 200 to 244. At the 
Campbelltown Courts, the District Court has three (3) Courts sitting, which brings it to maximum 
capacity. 

The current Court infrastructure at Camden and Picton has been deemed undesirable by the 
Chief Magistrate of New South Wales due to inadequate security facilities to protect Court 
users. Both Courts are limited by their size and heritage restrictions to meet the needs of the 
growing communities and community safety standards that now apply. 
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Draft District Plan - Justice Facilities 

The Society notes that the Draft South West District Plan ("the Draft Plan") has not adequately 
addressed the need for increased investment from the State Government for provision of justice 
facilities for the in the South West District, particularly in the Campbelltown-Macarthur, 
Leppington, Camden and Wollondilly regions. 

The Draft Plan makes reference at page 52 "Our planning must also consider local issues such 
as the delivery of civic and justice facilities − law courts or police stations and how to manage 
historic areas such as Camden" and on page 38 an acknowledgement of the existing "Liverpool 
and Campbelltown-Macarthur strategic centres include large concentrations of employment and 
major health and education facilities, civic and justice facilities, heritage assets and access to a 
range of parks and recreational facilities. These centres will continue to be a major focus for the 
growth of population driven services, advanced manufacturing and knowledge intensive jobs". 
That is the limit of the inquiry into the future provision of justice infrastructure. 

The South West Overview indicates that the population of the South West District will increase 
from 715,200 in 2016 to 1.088 million - an estimated 18,650 more people moving in each year. 

The Draft Plan rightly highlights the need for significant health and education infrastructure 
investment, as well as focussing on the creation of "knowledge intensive jobs". However, the 
requirement for adequate access to justice facilities - and the economic benefit derived from 
creating such access - for the community is noticeably absent. 

The provision of legal services and access to justice facilities affects all demographics with in 
the South West District. The ambit of court users range from legal professionals (private and 
government); Court staff; community and social workers; litigants; criminal defendants; victims 
of crime; Corrective Services; New South Wales Police and the Australian Federal Police. 

The ancillary job creation derived from a strong and vibrant legal profession includes legal 
professional support services; law firms; administration; hospitality and complementary 
professional services. The economic platform justice services and the legal profession 
establishes in a community provides compelling arguments for the establishment of a dedicate 
justice precinct in the Macarthur region. 

By way of example, the storm damage to Picton in 2016 resulted in the closure of the Picton 
Court House for a period of twelve (12) months. The closure of the Court House and the 
relocation of sittings to Moss Vale Court House, illustrates the economic loss to a community 
when the local legal profession and Court sittings was absent from the community.  

Local businesses, such as cafes, real estate agents and other services reported a down turn in 
foot traffic within the township of Picton, where on Court sitting days up-to 400 people would 
have been in the township for the purpose of attending or utilising the justice facilities. The 
return of Court sittings in March 2017 to the township of Picton has reignited the local economy, 
which had previously stagnated with business closures in the post-storm clean up period. 

Justice & Western Sydney Airport 

The Society also notes that the Western Sydney Airport brings with it a need for adequate 
justice and court support services, particularly for immigration, customs, drug and trafficking 
offences that are inherently associated with airports. The lack of a NSW District or Supreme 
Court in proximity to the Western Sydney Airport is an issue for airport users and agencies such 
as the Australian Border Force and Australian Federal Police.  

We submit that a justice precinct south of the airport in the new Growth Centre between the 
Western Sydney Airport and the Greater Macarthur Region would be a desirable location to 
assist with the influx of legal issues requiring State and Commonwealth courts. 
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The Society also submits that the Commission investigate the creation of a multi-jurisdiction 
justice precinct, incorporating the New South Wales State Courts and Commonwealth Federal 
and Family Courts. A multi-jurisdiction justice precinct would save costs on construction (one 
precinct for multiple jurisdictions) for both State and Federal Governments, whilst providing 
tangible access to justice for the Greater Macarthur region. 

Economic Benefits in Construction 

There are also economic benefits for the community during the construction phase of justice 
precincts. The new ACT Law Courts Facility (see http://actlawcourtsproject.com.au/) is a Public-
Private-Partnership for a $150 million justice precinct. The construction phase is predicted to 
create 350 jobs alone for the duration of the project. 
Conclusion 

The Macarthur Law Society submits that the Final South West District Plan revisits the need for 
the Commission and the State Government to adequately address the current provision and 
future requirements for community access justice facilities and the economic platform the 
construction of a multi-jurisdiction justice precinct for State and Commonwealth Courts such 
facilities provide, in the Greater Macarthur region of Camden, Leppington, Campbelltown and 
Wollondilly and investigate. 

We thank the Commission for taking the time to consider the Society's submission.  

Yours faithfully, 

BRETT MCGRATH 
President 
Macarthur Law Society 




