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The GSC draft Central District plan does not adequately address the issues around the transport system 
required to serve the growing population projected for the Sydney central district of the future. 
 
It is self-evident that current norms for the ownership and use of motor vehicles cannot be sustained into the 
future, given the anticipated increases in population, both in overall numbers and in density. 
 
The plan’s broad generalisations about greater provision of public transport and promotion of walking and 
cycling are laudable but not sufficiently rigorous for the transport and land-use planning that Sydney faces. 
 
Critical examination of the barriers to greater uptake of public transport and cycling and walking need to be 
explored through intensive research, to address the risk of GSC’s plans becoming irrelevant in the face of 
unbridled growth. 
 
The low use of cycling and walking in Sydney, relative to many overseas cities, need to be more deeply 
understood. Motor cars are overrunning Sydney. Our city is losing its human scale and becoming an alien and 
at times unliveable landscape. Allowing continuing unrestricted use of private motor vehicles is a sure path 
to worsening this. Innovative and bold strategies are called for. 
 
Strategies to control motor vehicle use must include road pricing, to limit demand. Supplementary transport 
modes, such as public transport, cycling and walking, would be required to support this. 
 
Strategies to increase cycling and walking must include: safe and convenient networks of cycle ways and 
shared paths (with reference to current planning and provision in cities like Copenhagen); a more greatly 
differentiated road hierarchy in Sydney with lower levels in the hierarchy having reduced motor vehicle 
speed limits, for example 30 or 40 km/hr in residential areas; legalising riding bicycles on most footpaths; 
giving pedestrians and cyclists priority over motor vehicles at traffic intersections and other crossing points. 
 
I look forward to the GSC addressing these considerations in future planning for Sydney. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
David M Martin 




