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‘Towards our greater Sydney’



Please consider less toxic choices as being relevant in all areas of city planning particularly to support the aim of ‘clean air, green spaces’:



		Increase in infrastructure: The above is relevant to planning infrastructure and building road and rail corridors, footpaths and cycle paths.





		To use pesticides (e.g. herbicides) as an example, there is extensive use of pesticides (including herbicides) in the environment and particularly in local neighbourhoods in Sydney. In the space of a less than a fortnight, roads, footpaths and shopping districts are treated with chemical applications.  This occurs at regular intervals in the calendar year. Each individual is exposed to these and there residues multiple times and in multiple venues.  The increase in footpaths, cycling requires a change to non-chemical solutions to protect the health of the community.  There are children who walk to school, use buses and they are vulnerable to the application and residues of toxins.



‘The Pesticide-Induced Diseases Database, launched by Beyond Pesticides, facilitates access to epidemiologic and laboratory studies based on real world exposure scenarios that link public health effects to pesticides. The scientific literature documents elevated rates of chronic diseases among people exposed to pesticides, with increasing numbers of studies associated with both specific illnesses and a range of illnesses. With some of these diseases at very high and, perhaps, epidemic proportions, there is an urgent need for public policy at all levels - local, state, and national - to end dependency on toxic pesticides, replacing them with carefully defined green strategies’.  Pesticide Induced Diseases Database http://www.beyondpesticides.org/health Wide Range of Diseases Linked to Pesticides, Database supports policy shift from risk to alternatives assessment, By Kagan Owens, Jay Feldman and John Kepner. 

		Housing:  Better choices in materials and design for healthier communities particularly as increasing medium to high density living increases the proximity of homes and therefore exposure to toxins and their residue. Better choices in design, materials and ongoing maintenance to minimise toxins.  



		Public Education: about choices and effects of choices.  See the document ‘communities that have made choices’.





Expanding awareness, choices and adjustments to all environments children visit is the potential for a better future. No home or school exists in isolation from the surrounding neighbourhood and community where roads, reserves, garden beds and shopping areas are routinely sprayed. Children visit local environments (e.g. libraries, ovals and theatre, etc.) and commute to and from school.  



Community-earned gains are not always in monetary profits, but are the foundation upon which schools and facilities for children and communities were built in the first instance. 



We have the opportunity to make choices in all areas of product usage and in all environments in which children are placed throughout the earth. These choices affect our home, earth, and ourselves. We are connected to the earth and the earth relies on us to make better choices. Our choices and notification of our choices is important as we care for the future.



		A key issue in our global future



There are many changes worldwide including in Canada and the U.S.A. and I have enclosed information about this in the document.  Please could Sydney be a pioneer in this important public health matter and protect the future of Australians and those yet to be born into this wonderful country, the soil, air and water that we and the Australian fauna and flora rely upon for our well-being and improve the economy and health of Australia by preventing the effect of the use of these toxins and educate the public and health care practitioners about this.  



		Financial incentives for businesses could be funded by a reduction in costs of, e.g. herbicides (along roads and train lines) and the health costs as a result.





		Education of the medical profession by the provision of information correlating symptoms with use of toxins will reduce health costs.





The consensus is to reduce pollution because of the effects on human health and is a necessary part of policy in planning cities.  It is not limited to better fuel, but to the day to day use of other toxins.

Children, pregnant women, the elderly and chemically affected are susceptible to toxins, there is international concern about air pollution problems, particulates in the air.

		Beyond Pesticides are holding a forum in April 2017 that may be of interest to educate policy makers and the medical profession.  There is a paediatrician, J. Routt Reigart, M.D. who will speak at the forum and who has worked with the Children’s Environmental Health Network (CEHN).



https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/7106/p/salsa/event/common/public/?event_KEY=84701

		‘CEHN J. Routt Reigart, MD’



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8RtxmIhBLI

‘healthy environments for children’

‘children first and the environment as it effects them’

‘pediatric environmental health’

‘Three areas of importance’. ‘Education, policy, research’.

‘looking at the environment with children at the center’.



		Reduction in use of toxins and residue needs to be a part of planning.



It is possible to have clean water, clean air, and other environmental protections while not undermining economic growth and fiscal responsibility that administrations are concerned about. 

		Protect public health and the environment.



What is needed is:

		Monitoring (for example, data on health issues of a community – past and present- along a road that is sprayed regularly)



		Reporting (data on health issues, educating health professionals about effects of pollutants, including car emissions and other toxins, and correlating them with information on a database about what is used)

		Reduce toxins in environment. Herbicides are an avoidable source of toxins. 



There are alternatives. There are health costs from toxins deliberately applied to roads.

Notification

Making a prior notification process available to the public of any chemical application, an adverse reporting process for the public and the medical profession and correlating the application schedules with adverse reporting is the key. 



		If there is an adverse reporting line, like a pollution line, it would help if people knew what was used in an environment (e.g. shopping centre, roadways, museums, etc.) There are chemical impacts on wildlife, plants and humans. An adverse reporting system is more likely to be thorough if there were notification of what is used in environments. The notification would provide information that the public would otherwise not have. Without that information correlations may not be made with a particular venue, the use of a product and the effect of these. 

		Implementation of alternative, non-chemical methods for weed and pest control are more likely with increased awareness of what is being used.

		It can grow new businesses, opportunities for business, include incentives and awards for sustainable choices and education of the public.



		Pollution and the environment. The OECD www.oecd.org have a video on biodiversity that covers issues that are relevant to pollution:	



Human life and biological diversity, clean air, energy, poisoning with pesticides (40 billion dollars a year), endangered ecosystems, pollinator risks, food supply, losing land species, clearing of land, policy, funding for protection of environmental biodiversity for every toxic choice to balance it (every $1 spent, spend $13 on things that damage it like fuel), integrate biodiversity into all policies.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAEE3HN1RM0&feature=youtu.be

Herbicides on roads, climate change policy, reducing greenhouse gas emissions policy are all interconnected with health of the community and environment.  This effects the economy.



		Access to environmentally sensitive buildings, facilities and learning is achievable with reviewed choices, and an inclusive society, resulting in potential benefits to all including for a chemically sensitive person to successfully visit a shopping centre, park or museum.



There is a fact sheet on Multiple Chemical Sensitivity at 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/factsheets/Pages/multiple-chemical-sensitivity.aspx

       

I believe that many of the health costs (personal and financial) can be identified and prevented with more awareness and changes in practice.  It is incumbent upon government to look to the future and improve current management of the environment and the health of the people.  The spraying of the road edges does little for public health and potentially leaves a legacy of chemical injury and health costs. Please plan for an alternative to be used on roads and open spaces in general.  It is the only way to be able to commute without exposure to the herbicides or their residue.  In general, until such time as spraying is stopped and an alternative used, there needs to be more adequate notification to the public particularly people with health issues and the chemical sensitivity. 

It is possible that

1.  a lot of spending on toxic choices usage is creating secondary costs.

2.  many services will become redundant if the source of the problem is prevented rather than creating more issues.  

3.  there is a cost to the public of a chemically reliant society.

4.  climate change can be supported by reviewing the production and use of toxins.

5.  The imbalance in the environment is not being protected, but further depleted by chemical solutions.

6.  tax payer money can be allocated to community life and better choices

7.  It supports plans for recycling and building a sustainable city and economy with healthy communities.

This is a way to change in policy and practice and in establishing a data base of what is used and how to make sustainable choices for health and economy. 



Please ensure a precautionary principle where the real life effects have not been worked out and the use of materials that are only essential and least toxic.



In summary, I am concerned about the amount of pesticides being sprayed over the city area in populated areas. I am sure that any concerned citizen and office holder would be concerned when calculating the amount of these substances that are used, the risks they pose to health and the environment and the commitment to sustainable environments.  



Growing community in Sydney has been reflected in community gardens and eco gardens. Perhaps grants could be used to display noticeboards alongside model gardens that demonstrate biodiversity, to educate the public about balanced ecosystems and the avoidance of synthetic products to protect the air, water and soil that we share with the flora and fauna.



Thank you in any way for supporting biodiversity by creating gardens and habitats that protect the fauna and flora and a functioning ecosystem that can support different species by recognising the interdependence of these and the well-being of local communities, pollinators and future food supply.  

This includes eliminating the cumulative effect on the public of contaminating the environment and the costs to health and the economy of the continued use of synthetic products as ‘solutions’ and entrenching chemical dependency rather than sustainable choices.

There are some international policies and programs related to change, particularly those published by ‘Beyond Pesticides’, these are enclosed.  I hope that these are of assistance in the relevant areas of sustainable choices in creating well-being in Sydney communities and that Sydney can share local solutions as a model for the global community, as it plans ‘Towards our greater Sydney’.






Communities that have made choices in landscapes, home, health and community.

What issues make non-pesticide maintenance a preferred choice for road, lawn and landscape care?

Unsustainable use of herbicides and garden chemicals.

1. Non-pesticide maintenance a preferred choice.

2. The residue, emissions and outgassing from the application of these pesticides into the air, water and soil.

3. The long-term effects on the public of chemical dependent choices.

For example:

a. Information published last year by the International Agency for Research on Cancer, about five pesticides including the herbicide glyphosate

http://www.iarc.fr/en/media-centre/

http://www.iarc.fr/en/media-centre/iarcnews/pdf/MonographVolume112.pdf

b. The health effects of 30 commonly used lawn pesticides are noted on page 4 of the article cited in 7.b., include cancer, endocrine disruption, reproductive effects, neurotoxicity, kidney/liver damage, sensitiser/irritant, birth defects.

c. There are many other studies that report the adverse effects of pesticides including herbicides. 

4. The long-term cost and the unforeseen costs to public health from synthetic choices including herbicides and fertilisers.

5. Leaving residues in the environment, including soil and water, when it rains, that will affect the environment including the flora and fauna and ultimately stormwater and our oceans? Besides, the roads where people commute beach areas in Sydney and the vegetation behind the beaches are sprayed.  This washes into the ocean and is a source of exposure for the public when walking along the beach. This is routinely carried out.

6. After assessment of the risks to public health and therefore the long-term cost, not only financially, to consider sustainable choices. The use of chemicals on ovals and parks is only one of the exposures, there is road side spraying, regular use of herbicides in public places.  You can be a pioneer for the change that is happening globally.  

7. For example:

a. ‘Ordinance to outlaw County-wide landscape pesticide use introduced in Maryland’.  ‘Based upon growing concerns in the community of the health risks associated with exposure to pesticides, and creates a safe space for residents in Montgomery County by prohibiting the use of non-essential land care pesticides on both public and private property’.

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2014/10/ordinance-to-restrict-county-wide-landscape-pesticides-introduced-in-maryland/

b. Restrictions on cosmetic lawn care in Montgomery. The health effects of 30 commonly use lawn pesticides are noted on page 4.

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/infoservices/pesticidesandyou/documents/TakomaPark.pdf

City of Takoma Park’s Safe Grow, link to Safe Grow Act and list of restricted pesticides, videos, Part 1 (around 37.00) low dose exposures problematic over many years, cumulative problematic particularly to young children, Chip Osborne.

https://takomaparkmd.gov/initiatives/safegrow/

c. Beyond Pesticides 

model public policy

http://beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/lawn/documents/ModelPublicPolicy.pdf

                pesticide free lawn care and environmental award

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/?p=15125

tools for change

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/programs/lawns-and-landscapes/tools-for-change

safer choice

http://beyondpesticides.org/programs/safer-choice

healthy homes, communities

http://beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/saferchoice/healthy-homes-communities.pdf

Children and pesticides don’t mix

http://beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/lawn/factsheets/Pesticide.children.dontmix.pdf

pesticide free zone brochure

http://beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/saferchoice/documents/pfzs.pdf

pesticide free zones in your community includes lawns

lawns and landscapes, videos

                http://beyondpesticides.org/programs/lawns-and-landscapes/overview

                page 12-13 lawns 

                page 14-15 triclosan  http://beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/saferchoice/saferchoice2.pdf

               managing landscapes with pollinators

               roadsides and right of way

               http://www.beyondpesticides.org/programs/bee-protective-pollinators-and-pesticides/what-can-you-do/pollinator-friendly-landscapes

               roadside spraying and notification

http://beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/infoservices/pesticidesandyou/Spring%2099/The%20Right%20Way%20to%20Vegetation%20Management.pdf

              pesticide gateway

              http://beyondpesticides.org/resources/pesticide-gateway 

             diseases database

             http://beyondpesticides.org/resources/pesticide-induced-diseases-database/overview

             organic lawn care

http://beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/lawn/documents/OrganicFallLawn101.pdf

             pesticide zone free declaration

http://action.beyondpesticides.org/o/7106/p/salsa/web/common/public/signup?signup_page_KEY=7574

           declaration

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/lawn/documents/PFZdeclaration.pdf

           pollinator resolution http://beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pollinators/documents/Pollinator_Resolution2013.pdf

           20-26 June 2016 National Pollinator Week

           http://www.beyondpesticides.org/programs/bee-protective-pollinators-and-pesticides/bee-protective

          http://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/SystemicsCited.pdf

           2013 EU ban on bee harming pesticides.

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/programs/bee-protective-pollinators-and-pesticides/what-can-you-do/pollinator-friendly-seed-directory

           pollinator friendly seeds	

           economy, maintain food supply, hardware stores, nurseries, restaurants that 

           support pollinator friendly sources of food, seeds, products, habitats.

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pollinators/documents/BEEProtectiveHabitatGuide.pdf

          included in previous page, Bee Protective Habitat Guide

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pollinators/documents/SeedDirectoryBiFoldBrochure.pdf

         included in there too,  ‘Companies that Grow and Distribute Organic Seeds and 

         Plants’.

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pollinators/EconomicValueUpdate.pdf

        education

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pollinators/beeprotectivedoorknob.pdf

        education, bee protective doorknob hangar

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pollinators/documents/HoneybeesPesticides.pdf

        education, one page fact sheet

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pollinators/nolongeraBIGmystery.pdf

        buy organic

        http://beyondpesticides.org/programs/organic-agriculture/buying-organic-products

        plant an organic garden

        http://beyondpesticides.org/programs/organic-agriculture/growing-your-own-organic-food?pid=377

       eating with a conscience

       http://beyondpesticides.org/programs/organic-agriculture/eating-with-a-conscience?pid=610

       health care facilities

           http://beyondpesticides.org/programs/healthy-hospitals/overview

           healthy hospitals webinar	 http://beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/hospitals/documents/WEBINAR2011PGH.pdf

           new parents

http://beyondpesticides.org/programs/healthy-hospitals/information-for-new-parents

d. New York and school lawns

                http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/?p=3637

e. United States Department of Agriculture, National Pollinator Week, June 20-26, 2016. 

http://www.usda.gov/documents/national-pollinator-week-proclamation.pdf

f. Connecticut and high school lawns

                 http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/?p=15838

g.  ‘New Canadian regulations prohibit 85 lawn and garden pesticides’.

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2009/03/new-canadian-regulations-prohibit-85-lawn-and-garden-pesticides/

h. ‘Maine town votes to ban lawn pesticides on public and private property’

 http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2014/07/maine-town-votes-to-ban-lawn-pesticides-on-public-and-private-property-becoming-second-to-act-in-last-year/

i. Seattle bans bee-killing pesticides (neonics)

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2014/09/seattle-joins-the-growing-list-of-cities-to-ban-bee-killing-pesticides/

j. Alaska bans bee toxic pesticides (neonics)

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2014/09/garden-city-of-alaska-passes-comprehensive-pesticide-ordinance-bans-bee-toxic-pesticides/

k. Thurston County,  Washington bans neonics from county-managed land

 http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2015/01/thurston-county-washington-bans-neonics-from-county-managed-lands/

l. The Midwest Pesticide Action Center in America has a toolkit to assist communities advocating for natural lawn care and has some information about the health and environmental effects of ‘conventional lawn care’.  It may relate directly to an American setting and describes how communities can make changes to create a better environment.   http://midwestpesticideaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/MPAC-The-Activists-Toolkit.pdf

m. Steam treatment in surroundings http://www.organicweedcontrol.com.au/

n. Steam weed control in surroundings http://www.weedtechnics.com/
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‘Towards our greater Sydney’ 
 
Please consider less toxic choices as being relevant in all areas of city planning particularly to support the 
aim of ‘clean air, green spaces’: 
 

1. Increase in infrastructure: The above is relevant to planning infrastructure and building road and 
rail corridors, footpaths and cycle paths. 
 

2. To use pesticides (e.g. herbicides) as an example, there is extensive use of pesticides (including 
herbicides) in the environment and particularly in local neighbourhoods in Sydney. In the space of 
a less than a fortnight, roads, footpaths and shopping districts are treated with chemical 
applications.  This occurs at regular intervals in the calendar year. Each individual is exposed to 
these and there residues multiple times and in multiple venues.  The increase in footpaths, 
cycling requires a change to non-chemical solutions to protect the health of the community.  
There are children who walk to school, use buses and they are vulnerable to the application and 
residues of toxins. 

3. ‘The Pesticide-Induced Diseases Database, launched by Beyond Pesticides, facilitates access to 
epidemiologic and laboratory studies based on real world exposure scenarios that link public 
health effects to pesticides. The scientific literature documents elevated rates of chronic diseases 
among people exposed to pesticides, with increasing numbers of studies associated with both 
specific illnesses and a range of illnesses. With some of these diseases at very high and, 
perhaps, epidemic proportions, there is an urgent need for public policy at all levels - local, state, 
and national - to end dependency on toxic pesticides, replacing them with carefully defined green 
strategies’.  Pesticide Induced Diseases Database http://www.beyondpesticides.org/health Wide 
Range of Diseases Linked to Pesticides, Database supports policy shift from risk to alternatives 
assessment, By Kagan Owens, Jay Feldman and John Kepner.  

4. Housing:  Better choices in materials and design for healthier communities particularly as 
increasing medium to high density living increases the proximity of homes and therefore exposure 
to toxins and their residue. Better choices in design, materials and ongoing maintenance to 
minimise toxins.   
 

5. Public Education: about choices and effects of choices.  See the document ‘communities that 
have made choices’. 

 
Expanding awareness, choices and adjustments to all environments children visit is the potential for a 
better future. No home or school exists in isolation from the surrounding neighbourhood and community 
where roads, reserves, garden beds and shopping areas are routinely sprayed. Children visit local 
environments (e.g. libraries, ovals and theatre, etc.) and commute to and from school.   
 
Community-earned gains are not always in monetary profits, but are the foundation upon which schools 
and facilities for children and communities were built in the first instance.  
 
We have the opportunity to make choices in all areas of product usage and in all environments in which 
children are placed throughout the earth. These choices affect our home, earth, and ourselves. We are 
connected to the earth and the earth relies on us to make better choices. Our choices and notification of 
our choices is important as we care for the future. 
 

6. A key issue in our global future 

mailto:engagement@gsc.nsw.gov.au
http://www.beyondpesticides.org/health


There are many changes worldwide including in Canada and the U.S.A. and I have enclosed information 
about this in the document.  Please could Sydney be a pioneer in this important public health matter and 
protect the future of Australians and those yet to be born into this wonderful country, the soil, air and 
water that we and the Australian fauna and flora rely upon for our well-being and improve the economy 
and health of Australia by preventing the effect of the use of these toxins and educate the public and 
health care practitioners about this.   
 

7. Financial incentives for businesses could be funded by a reduction in costs of, e.g. herbicides 
(along roads and train lines) and the health costs as a result. 
 

8. Education of the medical profession by the provision of information correlating symptoms with use 
of toxins will reduce health costs. 
 
The consensus is to reduce pollution because of the effects on human health and is a necessary 
part of policy in planning cities.  It is not limited to better fuel, but to the day to day use of other 
toxins. 

Children, pregnant women, the elderly and chemically affected are susceptible to toxins, there is 
international concern about air pollution problems, particulates in the air. 

o Beyond Pesticides are holding a forum in April 2017 that may be of interest to educate policy 
makers and the medical profession.  There is a paediatrician, J. Routt Reigart, M.D. who will 
speak at the forum and who has worked with the Children’s Environmental Health Network 
(CEHN). 

https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/7106/p/salsa/event/common/public/?event_KEY=84701 

o ‘CEHN J. Routt Reigart, MD’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8RtxmIhBLI 
‘healthy environments for children’ 
‘children first and the environment as it effects them’ 
‘pediatric environmental health’ 
‘Three areas of importance’. ‘Education, policy, research’. 
‘looking at the environment with children at the center’. 
 

9. Reduction in use of toxins and residue needs to be a part of planning. 

10. It is possible to have clean water, clean air, and other environmental protections while not 
undermining economic growth and fiscal responsibility that administrations are concerned about.  

11. Protect public health and the environment. 

What is needed is: 

 Monitoring (for example, data on health issues of a community – past and present- along a road 
that is sprayed regularly) 

 Reporting (data on health issues, educating health professionals about effects of pollutants, 
including car emissions and other toxins, and correlating them with information on a database 
about what is used) 

 Reduce toxins in environment. Herbicides are an avoidable source of toxins.  

 There are alternatives. There are health costs from toxins deliberately applied to roads. 

 Notification 

https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/7106/p/salsa/event/common/public/?event_KEY=84701
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8RtxmIhBLI


Making a prior notification process available to the public of any chemical application, an adverse 
reporting process for the public and the medical profession and correlating the application schedules with 
adverse reporting is the key.  
 

 If there is an adverse reporting line, like a pollution line, it would help if people knew what was 
used in an environment (e.g. shopping centre, roadways, museums, etc.) There are chemical 
impacts on wildlife, plants and humans. An adverse reporting system is more likely to be thorough 
if there were notification of what is used in environments. The notification would provide 
information that the public would otherwise not have. Without that information correlations may 
not be made with a particular venue, the use of a product and the effect of these.  

 Implementation of alternative, non-chemical methods for weed and pest control are more likely 
with increased awareness of what is being used. 

 It can grow new businesses, opportunities for business, include incentives and awards for 
sustainable choices and education of the public. 

12. Pollution and the environment. The OECD www.oecd.org have a video on biodiversity that covers 
issues that are relevant to pollution:  

Human life and biological diversity, clean air, energy, poisoning with pesticides (40 billion dollars a year), 
endangered ecosystems, pollinator risks, food supply, losing land species, clearing of land, policy, 
funding for protection of environmental biodiversity for every toxic choice to balance it (every $1 spent, 
spend $13 on things that damage it like fuel), integrate biodiversity into all policies. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAEE3HN1RM0&feature=youtu.be 

Herbicides on roads, climate change policy, reducing greenhouse gas emissions policy are all 
interconnected with health of the community and environment.  This effects the economy. 
 

13. Access to environmentally sensitive buildings, facilities and learning is achievable with reviewed 
choices, and an inclusive society, resulting in potential benefits to all including for a chemically 
sensitive person to successfully visit a shopping centre, park or museum. 
There is a fact sheet on Multiple Chemical Sensitivity at  

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/factsheets/Pages/multiple-chemical-sensitivity.aspx 
        

I believe that many of the health costs (personal and financial) can be identified and prevented 
with more awareness and changes in practice.  It is incumbent upon government to look to the 
future and improve current management of the environment and the health of the people.  The 
spraying of the road edges does little for public health and potentially leaves a legacy of chemical 
injury and health costs. Please plan for an alternative to be used on roads and open spaces in 
general.  It is the only way to be able to commute without exposure to the herbicides or their 
residue.  In general, until such time as spraying is stopped and an alternative used, there needs 
to be more adequate notification to the public particularly people with health issues and the 
chemical sensitivity.  

It is possible that 
1.  a lot of spending on toxic choices usage is creating secondary costs. 
2.  many services will become redundant if the source of the problem is prevented rather than creating 
more issues.   
3.  there is a cost to the public of a chemically reliant society. 
4.  climate change can be supported by reviewing the production and use of toxins. 
5.  The imbalance in the environment is not being protected, but further depleted by chemical solutions. 
6.  tax payer money can be allocated to community life and better choices 
7.  It supports plans for recycling and building a sustainable city and economy with healthy communities. 

http://www.oecd.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAEE3HN1RM0&feature=youtu.be
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/factsheets/Pages/multiple-chemical-sensitivity.aspx


This is a way to change in policy and practice and in establishing a data base of what is used and how to 
make sustainable choices for health and economy.  
 
Please ensure a precautionary principle where the real life effects have not been worked out and the use 
of materials that are only essential and least toxic. 
 
In summary, I am concerned about the amount of pesticides being sprayed over the city area in 
populated areas. I am sure that any concerned citizen and office holder would be concerned when 
calculating the amount of these substances that are used, the risks they pose to health and the 
environment and the commitment to sustainable environments.   
 
Growing community in Sydney has been reflected in community gardens and eco gardens. Perhaps 
grants could be used to display noticeboards alongside model gardens that demonstrate biodiversity, to 
educate the public about balanced ecosystems and the avoidance of synthetic products to protect the air, 
water and soil that we share with the flora and fauna. 
 
Thank you in any way for supporting biodiversity by creating gardens and habitats that protect the fauna 
and flora and a functioning ecosystem that can support different species by recognising the 
interdependence of these and the well-being of local communities, pollinators and future food supply.   

This includes eliminating the cumulative effect on the public of contaminating the environment and the 
costs to health and the economy of the continued use of synthetic products as ‘solutions’ and entrenching 
chemical dependency rather than sustainable choices. 

There are some international policies and programs related to change, particularly those published by 
‘Beyond Pesticides’, these are enclosed.  I hope that these are of assistance in the relevant areas of 
sustainable choices in creating well-being in Sydney communities and that Sydney can share local 
solutions as a model for the global community, as it plans ‘Towards our greater Sydney’. 
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