
Submission to Greater Sydney Commission 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Plan for Growing Sydney and North District Plan.  
In general I rate the plans as positive.  
My comments are generally focused on my interest in the natural environment, good design and 
amenity for residents so we can enjoy living and working in the Sydney region.  Some comments are 
quite specific to my local area.  
 
General comments: 
1. Decentralisation is a major necessity to reduce pressure on urban growth in the Sydney 

region.  
2. Job creation in regional centres and protection of the environment are an essential part of 

decentralisation.  
3. The preservation and enhancement of existing native plant communities, wild life habitat 

and corridors, and the planning for linking and extending these must be part of the planning 
for Sydney’s future.  

4. Ensure and encourage landscaping and streetscape planting to create green corridors in 
suburban areas linking with the green grid. 

5. Planning must incorporate sufficient green space to maintain a reasonable ratio of green 
space per capita, and certainly no less than the current.  

6. Sydney’s food bowl must be protected from urban development to preserve the benefits of 
fresh produce, lower food miles and to promote people’s awareness of the importance of 
agriculture and horticulture. 

7. Affordable housing to be part of residential development strategies and approvals.  
8. We need to reduce our reliance on private cars through alternative transport arrangements 

and ability to access services and facilities locally, with a significant proportion within 
walking distance.  

9. Attention to be given to establishing, preserving and enhancing local shopping precincts with 
landscaping, community facilities and parking as major factors to encourage ‘village 
shopping’ and foster a sense of community.  

10. Zoning, planning and design considerations to be seamless across LGA boundaries to provide 
consistent planning and development controls and approvals.   

11. Consider overall planning controls to limit height (above ground and given datum) of 
residential and other buildings, and provide building height profiles for different precincts to 
improve aesthetics and skylines.  Please, no repeat of 40 plus storey residential towers 
dominating the skyline as exist in Chatswood and other areas of Sydney. 

12. Planning controls to incorporate design and planning guidance on bulk of buildings, setbacks 
and spacing between buildings.  

13. All residential development, in particular medium and high rise developments, should 
require a proportion of natural ground retention or filling to natural ground level for deep 
soil planting.  Current trend of whole of site excavation and planting within concrete 
planters is seeing loss of green canopy and loss of capacity for trees to re-establish.   

14. Major business and residential centres such as St Leonards should be under the control of 
one council to guide and administer future development. 

 
Specific comments on local area around Artarmon 
 
1. Artarmon 

• There should not be extensive rezoning from medium to high density to meet increased 
housing forecasts 

• The maximum height for high rise residential should be 36 m or lower with no buildings 
to be taller than existing developments. 

• No development to be allowed above railway line at Artarmon. 
 



2. South of Chatswood CBD – area north of Mowbray Rd between railway line and Pacific 
Highway 
• Any high rise towers to be restricted to 36 m maximum height 
• Improve pedestrian / cycle connectivity along western side of railway line and away 

from highway 
 
3. Willoughby Local Government Area 

• It is essential to preserve Willoughby’s industrial zones to continue to serve the existing 
population, provide local employment and to service the growing population in the area. 

• Traffic planning for the major roads and neighbourhood streets is an ongoing need.  As 
the Northern District population grows the vehicle traffic generated will require some 
form of arterial by-pass around the Chatswood CBD.  

• Foster the provision of more green space in residential developments.  
• The land surrounding the Royal North Shore Hospital should be protected by statute so 

that it is retained for future expansion of the hospital / medical facilities.  
• Residential zoning and housing types should recognise the spread of age groups, 

proximity to services, schools, recreational facilities and the like. 
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