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Dear Team,

RE: Strathfield Station - optimising land use around suburban Sydney's best 
serviced train station

Please find attached a petition with over 60 signatures and emails, demonstrating that 80% of
residents living on streets around Strathfield train station support high rise residential
development of up to 24 storeys in the proximity of the station.  We call on the Greater Sydney
Commission and the NSW Government to nominate Strathfield for incorporation into the NSW
Priority Precinct program (or to otherwise undertake equivalent local planning initiatives itself, in
conjunction with the three relevant local councils).

Strathfield is an ideal candidate for the NSW Government's Priority Precinct program for the
following reasons:

CRITERIA APPLICABILITY TO STRATHFIELD

• Does the precinct support or 
maximise the use of existing and 
planned infrastructure, especially 
transport?

YES!  Strathfield station is the largest suburban station in 
all of Greater Sydney.  It has double the train services of 
Parramatta, and double the train services of Chatswood.  It is 
also a major bus interchange hub, servicing a bus catchment 
area extending out to Olympic Park, Ryde, Bankstown and 
Hurstville.  For far too long, Strathfield land use planning has 
lagged behind the stature and potential of it's marvellous train 
station.

• Is the precinct important to more 
than one local government area 
and/or has support from the local 
council?

YES! Strathfield station unfortunately has suffered from 
fragmented planning due to it being divided up amongst 
three different council territories (Canada Bay, Burwood 
and Strathfield councils).  A priority precinct program 
nomination will help bring coherent planning to an area.

• Is the precinct environmentally, 
socially and economically 
sustainable and viable?

Economic viability: YES! Strathfield is strategically located 
within the triangle three major employment CBDs: 
Parramatta CBD, Sydney CBD, and Macquarie Park, with the 
additional secondary employment centres of Olympic Park 
and Rhodes within 3km of Strathfield.

Social viability: YES! Strathfield has high social and 
community amenity.  There are a wealth of education and 



health facilities.  It has 6 private high schools, 4 public high 
schools and 2 universities and a major TAFE/Open Training 
Education Network facility.  It has major two private hospitals
(St John of God and Strathfield private) as well as being in 
direct proximity to a teaching hospital at Concord.

Environmental viability: YES!  Strathfield is one of the most
walkable suburbs in all of Sydney, with a Walkability score 
of 86/100 (source: www.walkability.com).  It is well 
interconnected to bike paths to Homebush Bay, Olympic Park 
and Parramatta.  There is ready access to over 600 hectares of 
green space within a 5km radius.  By concentrating high rise 
development at major transport nodes like Strathfield, the 
historical character and low density nature of wider Sydney 
suburbs outside Strathfield can be preserved.

• Is the development of the 
precinct  financially viable and 
consistent with market demand?

YES! Development sites suitable for high rise land use have 
been rapidly taken up, developed, sold and occupied.  There is
a shortage of housing in Sydney overall, and furthermore an 
even more desparate shortage of well located housing that is 
readily accessible to the type of employment, education, 
health and recreational facilities which Strathfield offers.

• Is the precinct consistent with 
State, regional and/or local 
strategies, particularly relating to 
housing and employment?

YES!  High rise development in the proximity of Strathfield 
station is consistent with the following state, regional and 
local plans:

(i) Regional planning: A Plan for Growing Sydney (page12) 
has identified the Western Rail Line (on which Strathfield is a 
key station) as an Urban Renewal Corridor

(ii) The GSC's West Central District Plan has identified the 
Greater-Parramatta to Olympic Park peninsula as Sydney's 
future “Central City” in which employment growth, housing, 
and urban lifestyle/amenity is to be concentrated.  Strathfield 
lies on the GPOP peninsula, where it interfaces with the 
Central district.

(iii) Local planning: Canada Bay council has identified the 
Strathfield triangle as an urban renewal precinct.  Strathfield 
council and Burwood council have each formulated plans for 
Strathfield town centre.  All of these plans support the 
appropriateness of Strathfield town centre for higher 
density land uses, but unfortunately do not provide a 
coherent vision overall for Strathfield station due to the 
fragmented nature of past planning.  For example, along 
Leicester Ave and along Cooper St, the permitted building 
heights jump from 8.5m to 59m from one property to the 
neighbouring property, with the perverse arrangement where 
houses further away from the station have higher building 
heights and densities than houses closer to Strathfield station.



Supporting Information and Diagrams

Please see attached appendices for the following:

(i)Data from Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics (2012):
“Understanding Australia's Railway Systems” (page 28) - identifies Strathfield station as suburban
Sydney's best serviced railway station

(ii) Map of properties on streets surrounding Strathfield train station demonstrating that 80% of
residents/owners support high rise land use at Strathfield

(iii) Signed pettitons and emails from 60+ property owners/residents

Conclusion
Strathfield station is the best serviced train station in all of suburban Sydney and is also a major bus
interchange hub.  It has a plethora of educational facilities, hospitals, and open space nearby, and is
readily accessible to all three major employment CBDs in Greater Sydney. These are unmatched
assets which if they were to be built today would have a replacement cost of state-wide
significance. With housing affordability a major concern of Governments, businesses and
consumers, to not make the best possible use of these assets would be an act of neglect.

Unfortunately Strathfield station's land use to date has suffered from fragmented planning across
three different councils and different Government agencies.  We call on the Greater Sydney
Commission and the NSW Government to end the fragmented planning and either nominate
Strathfield station as a Priority Precinct (or undertake equivalent local planning itself, in
conjunction with local councils).



Appendix A: Strathfield is best serviced train station in suburban Sydney
From Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics (2012): “Understanding
Australia's Railway Systems” (page 28):
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Dear Minister Stokes and Maria Atkinson 

I also support the views expressed below.  

Why do big developers in the Strathfield Triangle like the Becharas get up to 59m building heights 
while individual homeowners across the road on Manson Rd, Cooper Street and Swan Avenue get 
only 8.5 m even though we are closer to Strathfield Railway Station? 

There should be high rise mixed used development on our streets near Strathfield Station, the 
biggest suburban railway station in Sydney. 

Your sincerely 

 

 

Dear Minister Stokes and Ms Maria Atkinson, 

We Support what has been written below in regards to mixed use and high rise on Cooper St, Swan 
Ave and Manson Rd, Strathfield. 

We also wish to add our names to the petition of 60 plus Strathfield neighbours who support the 
mixed use high rise. 

Home owners should be given the same opportunity as big developers such as  
who’s land is directly across the road and has 59m building height on this land, opposed to 8.5m 
building height for our properties. 

This is unfair. Please listen to the voices of the Residents in this area. 

 

  



 

Dear Minister Stokes & Ms Maria Atkinson,  

I would also like to add our names to the petition of the Strathfield neighbours who support mixed 
use business near the major, central and integral railway station of Strathfield.  

With capitol works and development that is occurring around this immediate corridor and 
surrounds, parks that are being sold off to developers without consultation and loss of green space 
in the surrounding area - I do not understand the decision that has been arrived nor the logic behind 
it when the majority is in favour for development in this immediate vicinity, with properties ready 
for development right next to Strathfield Station with no loss of parkland.  

Kind regards,  

  

 

 

Dear Minister Stokes and Ms Maria Atkinson, 

I also support the views expressed below, and wish to add my name to the petition of the 60+ 
Strathfield neighbours who support mixed-use highrise near the major rail station of Strathfield.  

Please listen to majority of local people who are supporting development Manson Road, Swan 
Avenue and Copper St.  

Have a Fair Go.  

  

  



Dear Minister Stokes and Ms Atkinson,  

I support what has been written below, and wish to add the following names to the petition of 
Strathfield resident owners who support the implementation of mixed-use high rises on Cooper St, 
Swan Ave, and Manson Rd Strathfield.  

Given the split nature of Strathfield due to the railway corridor, it is imperative that development 
increases evenly on both sides of the station. Taking into account the light rail that is to be built 
along Parramatta Rd, it is imperative the zoning plans are rethought to accommodate future 
necessities.  

 

 

 

Minister Stokes and Ms Atkinson  

I also support the email written below calling for mixed use highrise on Swan Ave, Manson Rd and 
Cooper St.  

Thank you  

 

 

support what has been written below, ie: mixed use and high rise on Cooper St, Swan Ave and 
Manson Rd Strathfield.  

Regards  

  

  



 

Hi  

I support the email below re development of high rise and mix use on Swan and Manson Road, 
Cooper streets.  

 

 

Hi,  

I also support the contents that is written below. Swan Ave, Cooper St, and Manson Rd Strathfield 
should have the same mixed use high rise opportunities as the  land across the road from 
us.  

 

 

 

Dear Minister Stokes and Ms Aktinson, 

I support what has been written below, ie: mixed use high rise on Cooper St, Swan Ave and Manson 
Rd Strathfield 

Regards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Dear Minister Stokes and Ms Maria Atkinson,  

I also support the views expressed below, and wish to add my name to the petition of the 60+ 
Strathfield neighbours who support mixed-use highrise near the major rail station of Strathfield.  

There should not be unfair discrimination between individual home owners/residents and big 
developers like  Why do big developers in Strathfield get up to 59m building heights on 
their land/dwelling houses directly across the road from us (versus the 8.5m for our houses, even 
though we are closer to the station than the Becharas)? My neighbours should be given the same 
chance to work together to achieve good planning outcomes as the big developers.  

 

 

Dear Ms Atkinson (Central district commissioner) and Minister Stokes 
 
I support what my neighbour  has written below. 
 
Strathfield is the best serviced train station in the entire Parramatta road corridor and a key public 
transport hub. It is an appropriate precinct for higher density mix use 
 
There is also an element of unfairness when individual dwelling houses owned by a big developer

gets given building heights of 59m, whereas dwelling houses owned by individuals directly 
across the road are limited to 8.5m - even though we individual home owners can demonstrate we 
can work together with each other to ensure good planning and design outcomes. 
 

  



 

 

 

Thank you for your response. I have circulated the content of your email to key members of the 57 

residents/home owners I represent, and they wish me to point out several factual errors in the 

second paragraph of your email.  

1. Transition in development scale  

Your email's second paragraph asserts a transition in development scale from west of Leicester St to 

the Mosely St conservation area was supported. Yet this is not provided for in the final strategy. 

Instead, there is an immediate step down from 59m building height on Cooper St (west of Leicester 

Ave) to just 8.5m building height on Cooper St east of Leicester Ave.  

2. Canada Bay's position: as per their public submission to UGNSW, council supports 6 storeys on 
Manson Rd & western side of Swan Ave.  

To quote from page 31 of Canada Bay's public submission to UGNSW (dated December 2015, under 

the paragraph "Height limit on Swan Avenue and Manson Road"):  

"buildings on the western side of Swan Avenue and on Manson Road should transition to a 

maximum height of 6 storeys" 

Your assertion Canada Bay supports the Final Strategy's position (with 8.5m building heights on 

these streets) appears to be inconsistent with the public submission to UGNSW provided by council.  

The final strategy's height limit of 8.5m has not previously been raised in our discussions with either 

Ms Ballango or Canada Bay council (we met with both of these parties on July 21st, and can provide 

council's minutes of this meeting if requested).  

3. Community submissions on character & amenity  

Your email's second paragraph assertion that the Homebush/Strathfield community "strongly 

supporting retaining character and amenity" is factually incorrect.  

As per page 38 of the May 2016 Consultation report, only 6% of responses for the Homebush 

precinct related character & amenity. In fact, the 6% "character & amenity" submissions of the 

Homebush precinct was **the** lowest of the entire Parramatta Road corridor, with the other 

precincts being as follows:  



* Leichardt: 22%  

* Camperdown: 21%  

* Taverner's Hill: 16% 

* King's Bay: 9%  

* Burwood: 8%  

* Homebush/Strathfield precinct: 6%  

* Auburn: 7%  

* Granville: 30%  

Furthermore, of the 6% "character" submissions, not all were opposed to change. In fact there was a 
fraction that were in favour of change, in particular the consultation report cited on page 38: 

"support for more restaurants, shops and businesses in the area".  

The draft strategy's recommended "Mixed Use" near Strathfield station. Yet the final strategy has 
changed this recommendation to "Residential" use (in the Strathfield station vicinity). This is not 
consistent with the greater activation and retail/commercial use desired by the community. Without 
more retail & commercial use near Strathfield station, there are ongoing problems with graffitti and 
antisocial behaviour, as the current predominantly residential land use within Canada Bay council's 
Strathfield station precinct does not provide the necessary surveillance and activation of the station 
& associated bus stop.  

The fifty seven Strathfield home owners/residents which I present are in favour of 
commercial/residential mixed use, with built-to-boundary building controls (so as to facilitate shop 
fronts & footpath activation), as well as greater building heights to provide the necessary activation 
of Strathfield station & bus stop.  

4. Traffic/road limitations  

Strathfield is the best serviced train station in the entire Parramatta road corridor. To reduce the 
draft strategy's proposed high density at Strathfield and instead concentrate the density at sites with 
vastly inferior rail service (or indeed no rail service) would exacerbate rather than improve traffic 
conditions.  

regards  

 

 



The Strategy has been finalised and the focus for growth, identified in the Strategy for Homebush 
Precinct, is generally west of Leicester Avenue and Queen Street as detailed in the Planning and 
Design Guidelines, November 2016.  

The feedback we received on the draft Strategy strongly supported retaining the existing local 
character and heritage in the area east of Leicester Avenue as well as providing for a transition in 
development scale between the area west of Leicester Avenue and the lower density area east of 
Moseley Street as outlined in the Fine Grain Study, November 2016 that is also available at 
www.urbangrowth.nsw.gov.au/parramatta-road. This position is supported by City of Canada Bay 
Council.  

The feedback we received and our response is fully addressed in the Consultation Outcomes Report, 
May 2016 and Informing the Parramatta Road Corridor Urban Transformation Strategy, November 
2016. 

In addition, an increase in the density could not be supported at this stage given the existing road 
network, the construction of Westconnex, and the potential cumulative impacts that could be 
expected if increased development occurred without significant traffic improvements being 
undertaken.  

Informing the Parramatta Road Corridor Urban Transformation Strategy, November 2016 also 
explains that decisions around a preferred Parramatta Light Rail alignment are yet to be made. 
Active review of land uses in your neighbourhood should occur as these decisions are made. 

The Strategy does not rezone land. The Strategy, as a 30 year, long term policy framework, provides 
for future review to take account of transport and infrastructure implementation, changes in urban 
form along the Corridor and changes in community attitudes to density and growth. In the shorter 
term, public exhibition of the draft District Plans through the Greater Sydney Commission and any 
future rezoning proposals through councils, will also provide opportunity for consultation and input 
into planning changes.  

Now that the Strategy is finalised, UrbanGrowth NSW is not undertaking further consultation with 
residents. I encourage you and your neighbours to contact Canada Bay Council in respect of any 
plans for future rezoning proposals, and encourage you and your neighbours to participate in future 
consultation programs to inform planning decisions including the District Planning process, and any 
future rezoning proposals. 

 



Sydney NSW 2000 

p: (02) 9841 8662 

m: 0476 839 789 

 

 

Dear Ms Bellago [UGNSW] and Ms Atkinson [GSC Central district], 

I am approaching you on the behalf of a group of 57 home owners and residents in the Strathfield 

station precinct of the Parramatta Road corridor. 

We are disappointed with the reduced housing targets, and the decision to downgrade building 

envelopes to just 9m height around the major train station of Strathfield. Strathfield station is the 

best connected & best serviced station in the entire Parramatta Road corridor, with double the 

services per hour of Parramatta station. 

I formally request a meeting with you to have the decision to downgrade the building envelopes 

around Strathfield explained to us in detail. 

regards 

 




