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position_in_organisation withhold_name suburb postcode state importance_rate_jobs_growth open_comment_jobs_growth importance_rate_knowledge_intensive

X Elanora 

Heights

2101 NSW 4 Jobs are vitally important for a community's happiness and 

well-being.

5

Targeting jobs growth, economic activity and development in identified strategic and district 

centres focuses public and private infrastructure investment leading to better business, 

transport and employment outcomes.   

Providing more office space boosts knowledge-intensive industries which leads to economic growth through 

more international and local investment. 



open_comment_knowledge_intensive importance_rate_innovation_hubs open_comment_innovation_hubs importance_rate_health_education

Sydney used to have a solar cell production industry at Brookvale. It 

has now moved offshore. Governments need to be far more 

proactive in preventing knowledge-based industries from leaving 

Australia.

5 Innovation hubs are really important. 

However there need to be multiple 

innovation hubs within the city, 

otherwise, you create a need for more 

infrastructure to allow people to get 

to those hubs.

5

Providing more office space boosts knowledge-intensive industries which leads to economic growth through 

more international and local investment. 

Providing affordable space in the right locations for innovation hubs 

increases jobs in creative industries which strengthen our global participation 

and generate wealth. 

Supporting the growth of health and education super precincts fosters knowledge-intensive jobs and 

innovation which drives economic activity and improves health and education services. 



open_comment_health_education importance_rate_tourism open_comment_tourism importance_rate_urban_services

Education precincts are very important. It is interesting that the 

Northern Beaches of Sydney is the only part of Sydney that does not 

have a university.  

Health super precincts are important to a point. People will follow 

their specialist all over Sydney if necessary to obtain the best 

treatment. 

The Northern Beaches Hospital is an extremely poor example of a 

health super precinct. Firstly it is privately run and therefore in 

competition with the Marta hospital at St Leonard's and the Seventh-

day Adventists hospital at Wahroonga. Secondly, it is it at the 

intersection of two major roadways. This is not conducive to the 

health of patients.  

It is also extremely difficult to get to by public transport. It would 

have made far more sense to have made the hospital precinct be 

around Brookvale where there is plenty of public transport, a high 

density of people and is centrally placed for most people in the 

Northern Beaches. 

The State government needs to plan far better if it intends to do 

another hospital super precinct somewhere else in Sydney.

4 Tourism has been demonstrated to be a source of 

income. Tourism needs to be well done so that the 

local residents do not feel inundated by tourists. 

This has happened in Paris where they have 27 

million tourists per year. 

Tourism is dependent upon a safe and interesting 

destination. Most tourists come to Australia to see 

our wildlife. It is incumbent upon the State 

government to ensure that in their plan for Sydney 

that they do not destroy all the local wildlife.

4

Supporting the growth of health and education super precincts fosters knowledge-intensive jobs and 

innovation which drives economic activity and improves health and education services. 

Further developing international tourism and tourist assets boosts jobs and 

significantly contributes to the economic growth of the Greater Sydney Region. 

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council 

depots and household trades near where people live maintains easy access to essential 

services. 



open_comment_urban_services importance_rate_improving_access open_comment_improving_access importance_rate_freight_logistics

5 At the moment most of the residents in the Northern Beaches have to leave for 

work in Sydney CBD by at least 6:30 AM. This eats into family time. 

More knowledge-based employment is essential for the northern beaches and 

other areas of Sydney. If this does not happen, Sydney will drown in cars.

3

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council 

depots and household trades near where people live maintains easy access to essential 

services. 

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council depots and household trades 

near where people live maintains easy access to essential services. 

Planning for freight and logistics activities improves the efficient distribution of goods to businesses and homes while 

managing traffic impacts. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence we should consider when further 

developing initiatives for increasing the productivity of the districts?

open_comment_freight_logistics long_comment_productivity importance_rate_housing_targets

London is having a massive air pollution problem which they blame upon internal freight within 

the city. We need to somehow reduce carbon-based freight systems such as diesel driven 

trucks and replace them with green energy sources. Having multiple hubs where manufacturing 

occurs could be a way around this problem.

4

Planning for freight and logistics activities improves the efficient distribution of goods to businesses and homes while 

managing traffic impacts. 

Delivering on housing supply targets goes towards meeting pent-up demand, home affordability and 

housing for key workers. 



open_comment_housing_targets importance_rate_housing_strategies

At present, Sydney's houses are too expensive for most people on 

average wages. However, this is partially due to massive 

McMansions being built instead of smaller suburban homes. The 

houses from the 60s are far smaller than the houses built since 2000. 

 

It is obvious that inner Sydney needs to become more dense. The 

most logical way to increase the density is to build vertically that is 

more apartment blocks. 

 

This densification should not be at the expense of older people who 

are forced out of their houses by development e.g. the West Connex 

and then unable to buy back into their suburb where their friends 

and families live. 

Nor should this densification be at the expense of loss of remnant 

bushland.

5

Delivering on housing supply targets goes towards meeting pent-up demand, home affordability and 

housing for key workers. 
Preparing local or district housing strategies addresses the diverse range of accommodation needed to support our growing community including housing types and price points.



open_comment_housing_strategies importance_urban_design open_comment_urban_design

There needs to be a far greater diversity in types of accommodation across Sydney. There is an excess of detached housing in Sydney. 

As suburbs age i.e. the residents die or downsize this is when local or district housing strategies can be implemented. 

It would make sense to increase the density at this point. 

There are many places in Sydney such as Five dock and Cremorne where density could be increased by changing the existing detached housing 

for higher density dwellings. However, walkability, cycle-ability and access to public transport are vital considerations in making decisions such as 

this. District housing strategies should aim to make a suburb walkable for work, everyday shopping and social activities.

5 This is vital. High-Quality urban design makes cities 

liveable. 

Sydney needs to value healthy, safe, inclusive 

communities that allow for people to live their entire 

life in an area and not be pushed out by 

overdevelopment or made depressed by the massive 

changes in their area. 

Housing needs to take into account different 

requirements for different age groups. Different types 

of dwellings are needed for different stages of life 

Families with children may need multiple bedrooms 

whereas older people may be satisfied with just two 

bedrooms. 

Access to community gardens and walking tracks are 

vital.

Managing neighbourhood growth through high quality urban design, respecting 

character and good transport creates healthy, safe, inclusive places and community 

spirit. 

Preparing local or district housing strategies addresses the diverse range of accommodation needed to support our growing community including housing types and price points.



importance_rate_complementary_land_uses open_comment_complementary_land_uses importance_rate_arts_culture

5 The reason Sydney is drowning in cars is the lack 

of public transport in areas that are not walkable 

e.g. most of the suburbs in the Northern Beaches. 

It is essential that within a suburb, that the 

walkable areas become the most dense areas.  

Schools also need to be removed away from busy 

roadways e.g. the Forest High school is going to 

be sandwiched between a four lane road and a 12 

lane road. 

Access to high-quality childcare is also vital within 

each suburb. 

Access to sports fields is also vitally important. 

Schools already have existing sports fields but 

these are never utilised by the wider community 

after school hours or on the weekends. This is a 

major problem that needs addressing. 

It is essential for a healthy society that people 

have access to safe, pleasant, environmentally 

satisfying walking tracks such as the Jamieson 

Park walking track around the Narrabeen Lagoon. 

Every suburb should have a walking track like this. 

It is used by thousands of people of all ages and 

abilities to walk, cycle, walk their dogs and to 

socialise

4

Co-locating complementary land uses such as shops, schools, child care, community and recreation 

helps people interact, improves the viability of public transport, walking and cycling, and facilitates 

multi-purpose trips.

Protecting and enhancing history, heritage, arts and culture retains local identity promotes diversity and a community’s sense of belonging. 



open_comment_arts_culture importance_rate_community_facilities open_comment_community_facilities importance_rate_local_services

5 It is vital to share community facilities such 

as open space, health centres et cetera. 

3

Protecting and enhancing history, heritage, arts and culture retains local identity promotes diversity and a community’s sense of belonging. 
Sharing public and private community facilities and open spaces such as sports grounds 

and meeting rooms is a sustainable use of existing and future resources.  

Catering for existing and future demand for a full range of local 

services including child care, schools, health centres and aged care 

housing supports community needs. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence we should consider when further developing initiatives for 

increasing the liveability of the districts? 

open_comment_local_services liveability_comments importance_rate_green_grids

As I stated above, every suburb needs good quality, safe, relatively flat, environmentally pleasing walking paths if 

Sydney is to have happy and healthy residents. 

 

Public transport that connects seamlessly and efficiently is also vital. My old neighbour had to leave her house that 

she loved because there is no public transport on a regular basis where we live. She died not long after she left the 

home that she had lived in for 60 years. When I visited her, she told me how much she missed her friends'. in the 

community 

5

Catering for existing and future demand for a full range of local 

services including child care, schools, health centres and aged care 

housing supports community needs. 

Creating a Green Grid by way of connecting parks, bushland and other open spaces, and a Blue Grid of beaches, rivers and other waterways, promotes a 

healthier environment, improves access to recreation, encourages socialising, supports walking and cycling connections and improves environmental 

resilience. 



open_comment_green_grids importance_rate_biodiversity open_comment_biodiversity

The Green Grid is vital not only for the human residents of Sydney but also for the flora and fauna of the greater Sydney 

region. 

The increasing rate of extinction of our native Australian fauna and flora can be reduced by preserving the Green Grid 

around the peri-urban areas in Sydney. There are more threatened species found in these areas as these areas are 

usually safe from habitat destruction and have fewer predators. 

 

There are multiple scientific studies that support the idea that humans are far happier and less prone to depression if 

surrounded by bushland and trees. 

 

The Blue Grid of beaches rivers and other waterways is one of the main reasons that Sydney is rated so highly as a city 

on international comparisons. It is essential to preserve these areas for recreation, socialisation and environmental 

resilience. 

Many of the creeks in and around Sydney need to be weeded and should not have sewage and other pollutants flowing 

into them.

5 This is vital. Protecting biodiversity of flora and fauna not only supports 

environmental sustainability and visual landscapes but also is essential for 

human well-being and tourism. 

 

This is an area that the greater Sydney commission needs to address urgently as 

far too much remnant bushland and trees are being lost to the detriment of 

humans and the flora and fauna.

Creating a Green Grid by way of connecting parks, bushland and other open spaces, and a Blue Grid of beaches, rivers and other waterways, promotes a 

healthier environment, improves access to recreation, encourages socialising, supports walking and cycling connections and improves environmental 

resilience. 

Protecting biodiversity of flora and fauna supports environmental sustainability and visual landscapes which 

benefit amenity and tourism. 



importance_shade open_comment_shade importance_rate_water_energy_efficiency open_comment_water_energy_efficiency

5 There was a PhD released recently that demonstrated that street trees and green 

cover could reduce the urban heat island effect by up to 7Â°. 

 

It is important that this information is implemented immediately as not only does it 

reduce temperatures and make areas more livable, but it also reduces energy 

consumption. 

The flora and fauna of the greater Sydney region are dependent upon adequate and 

connected understory, mid-story and canopy bushland and trees.

5 Again this is also vital. Water and energy 

efficiency must be addressed

Protecting and enhancing green cover and shade trees reduces temperatures at ground level, provides 

animal habitat and enhances visual landscapes. 

More efficiently using water, energy, fuels and materials and improving the management of 

waste and recycling helps Greater Sydney become more sustainable and mitigates rising costs. 



importance_rate_environmental_resilience open_comment_environmental_resilience

5 Environmental resilience is also vital. Given that climate 

change is leading to more frequent flooding, heat events 

and bushfires, we really need to be planning our cities to 

accommodate this. 

 

The increase in asset protection zones into areas of 

bushland is a real worry. We should not be building on 

the edge of bushland as there does not seem to be any 

other solution to this problem. 

Water management mitigation to protect against 

downstream flooding is also an issue. Systems need to be 

designed that prevent floodwaters running downstream 

and causing mayhem yet still allow sufficient 

environmental flows.

Building resilience to environmental hazards such as flooding, urban heat islands and bushfires mitigates 

their financial, social and environmental impact on communities. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence we should consider when further developing initiatives for increasing the sustainability of the districts?

sustainability_comments
Comments relevant to North Sydney region especially the Northern Beaches. 

 

The over-arching concern is that all planning needs to be performed within the guidelines of Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD) 

 

1.	There will be a massive impact on the biodiversity of the Narrabeen Lagoon catchment to the east and north as well as the Manly Dam catchment as well as the Middle Harbour catchment by making the Northern Beaches hospital a strategic centre for jobs 

2.	what can anyway It would make a lot of sense to preserve Sydney's water supply from underground disruption by coal mining. 

3.	.The whole of the Northern Beaches is very car dependent. Unless there is a significant drive by the government to get people out of their cars, the ongoing traffic situation and the impact of the traffic on the local environment will continue to escalate.  

4.	.The likely pressure (P66) to widen Wakehurst Parkway through Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment due to both the proposed Tunnel from Seaforth to North Sydney and the new Northern Beaches hospital and the likely impacts on bushland from such requirements. 

5.	The likely impacts on bushland in the catchment of Narrabeen Lagoon that could be created by measures to flood-proof Wakehurst Parkway. 

6.	That there ought to be a requirement that any off-sets needed because of such infrastructure be secured in bushland within the local area.  

7.	The Plan (P120) is for a Strategic Centre around the Frenchs Forest Hospital.  This ought not to replace the current plan for a business centre around Brookvale/Dee Why.  There are fewer environmental constraints in the Brookvale/Dee Why area and greater access to public transport.   

8.	Strong planning controls must be incorporated to protect the natural environment of Narrabeen Lagoon catchment from encroachment on non-urban areas. 

9.	The aim of maintaining and improving water quality (P126) is dependent upon strict control of development within the catchment.  Narrabeen Lagoon currently allows for contact water sports due to protection of water quality. 

10.	It is important that Lagoons and their tributary creeks are specifically acknowledged as important aspects of the landscape the plan aims to enhance.  

11.	(P129) I do NOT support offsetting between catchments.  Development within a catchment MUST not impinge upon any other catchment.  Offsets must be sought locally.   

12.	(P130) ANZECC 2000 Guidelines or similar for water quality ought to applied to waterways in Narrabeen Lagoon catchment.  Protecting bushland in the catchment is crucial to maintaining a healthy aquatic environment downstream. 

13.	(P131) I most definitely support the PAC recommendations (2009) for interim protection of the non-urban area of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment and recommend that the protection become permanent. 

14.	(Page 132) Conservation Planning ought to consider protection of native vegetation, wildlife habitat and corridors, waterways and soils particularly in the light of anticipated climate change where wildlife will need to be able to transverse the environment to seek more suitable habitats. 

15.	I do not agree with the reference to an aim to â€œfacilitate urban growth and developmentâ€• as it could over-ride all previous measures to protect the environment. 

16.	I agree with the importance of seeking local knowledge on environmental issues. 

17.	I agree that minimizing impacts on biodiversity is highly important and that only when impacts cannot be avoided or minimized, should consideration be given to offsetting those impacts. 

18.	(P135) I see the Green Grid as a major legacy for future generations. 

19.	(Page 136) Priority Projects include: 

Garigal National Park: Oxford Falls and Deep Creek  

20.	Improving links to the new Northern Beaches Hospital Precinct, improving walking and cycling links through to Narrabeen Lagoon and protecting the national park from impacts from nearby development. 

(Page 140) Scenic Amenity is very important from many vantage points within the Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment 

21.	(Page 142) The non-urban land in Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment has a range of environmental, social, cultural and economic values, including scenic landscapes, habitat and biodiversity, Aboriginal heritage, waterways and recreational assets.  An important priority is to protect these values for future 

generations.  Zoning for environmental protection is required to protect public values on private land and to prevent inappropriate development of non-urban land including core habitat. 

22.	(Page 145) The non-urban land in Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment is identified in the Oxford Falls Valley (B2) Locality in WLEP2000.  The boundary of the Metropolitan Rural Area (MRA) in NLC should correspond with this non-urban land.  The MRA boundary is not clearly depicted in the draft Plan.  We 

support discouraging development in non-urban areas in order to protect their acknowledged values. 

23.	 (Page 147) Sustainability Priority 10: To protect non-urban land in NLC, land use controls, housing density controls, minimum lot size, desired future character â€˜threshold testâ€™ and other criteria are required.  It is not sufficient to rely on a design approach. 

 

 

 

Comments relevant to the Greater Sydney Area. 

 

If the Greater Sydney Commission is serious about ESD then I would appreciate them considering the following points 



Towards our Greater Sydney 2056 is a draft amendment to 

the current Greater Sydney Region Plan which will continue 

to be revised in 2017. Do you have any feedback on Towards 

our Greater Sydney 2056?

How do you 

rate the plan?
Privacy Statement

togs_comments rate_the_plan agree_statement

Negative I agree to the 

above statement.


