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position_in_organisation withhold_name suburb postcode state importance_rate_jobs_growth open_comment_jobs_growth importance_rate_knowledge_intensive

X Coogee 2034 NSW 2 The problem with this is that it leaves people (outside of 

Central district) who don't hit the lotto of currently owning 

in one of these district centres basically out in the bush 

regarding opportunity and ability to get to it without 

owning a car, because of the poor state of public transport 

anywhere but near the Eastern City. It's easier for many 

living in the Central and Western Cities to get to the Central 

District of the Eastern City than it is for them to get to 

other locations within their own City.  That must be fixed 

before you focus on district centres rather than just 

improving transport speeds and capacities to the Central 

District. 

 

We do not need much more jobs growth.  We do not need 

ANY more people here.  Let's build up our infrastructure 

and stabilise what we've got (including stabilising the price 

of purchasing and renting housing), before adding more 

people.

2

Targeting jobs growth, economic activity and development in identified strategic and district 

centres focuses public and private infrastructure investment leading to better business, 

transport and employment outcomes.   

Providing more office space boosts knowledge-intensive industries which leads to economic growth through 

more international and local investment. 



open_comment_knowledge_intensive importance_rate_innovation_hubs open_comment_innovation_hubs importance_rate_health_education

Providing extremely reliable, fast, AND affordable home Internet 

boosts knowledge-intensive industries.  Providing telecommute 

incentives to employers for staff who spend at least a day of work at 

home boosts knowledge-intensive industries. 

 

There's a LOT of office space around here that's already sitting half 

empty (I know that, because my employer's got hundreds of square 

metres of it on the several floors of the CBD building we occupy; I 

doubt we're the only ones.)

5 Many innovators can't afford to live in the districts you've 

targeted as innovation spaces, which limits the pool of 

potential employees.  Innovation hubs need to be located in 

EVERY district so that everyone who wants to work in that sort 

of environment has a chance that's nearby.  And of course, 

they need connections to other innovation hubs perhaps 

provided publicly -- world-class teleconference facilities (useful 

for liaising with overseas as well!), for example -- so that being 

an innovation hub outside the Central District doesn't mean 

they're an isolated also-ran. 

 

I'm currently house-hunting in the southwest, because it's all I 

can afford.  I've made my life in innovation, having done 2 

startups myself and worked for others, and have been in tech 

all of my life.  Unfortunately, being female, I never got to climb 

the ladder despite being recognised as a rising star early in my 

career, so I've still got a relatively low paid job.  I totally can't 

afford to own in the Central district, for example.  But I still 

highly, highly value being in an innovation environment and 

don't want to be stuck with a 75 minute commute to one 

merely because I forgot to choose to be born to rich parents.

3

Providing more office space boosts knowledge-intensive industries which leads to economic growth through 

more international and local investment. 

Providing affordable space in the right locations for innovation hubs increases jobs in creative 

industries which strengthen our global participation and generate wealth. 

Supporting the growth of health and education super precincts fosters knowledge-intensive jobs and 

innovation which drives economic activity and improves health and education services. 



open_comment_health_education impo

I'm not convinced this is of great importance.  I think spreading out 

education is of benefit to those who through the tyranny of distance 

might have difficulty reaching educational opportunities otherwise. 

 

Health RESEARCH, as opposed to health operations (ie, hospitals, 

surgeries), would likely benefit from a precinct/campus approach.

3

Supporting the growth of health and education super precincts fosters knowledge-intensive jobs and 

innovation which drives economic activity and improves health and education services. 
Further developing international tourism and tourist assets boosts jobs and significantly contributes to the economic growth of the Greater Sydney Region. 



open_comment_tourism
We need tourists.  Sure we do. 

 

But we need to re-think how we're providing accommodation to them, to exclude the current airbnb free-for-all that is removing residential housing stock. 

 

DO NOT sell out residents who need homes to live in, to increase the number of tourist rooms available without offering new hotel licences, by allowing airbnb whole-home rentals!  (By this, I also mean, don't let a building's owners vote to make it an airbnb building, either, because although the majority -- 

likely not all -- of owners will be OK with the change in zoning, the same number of renters will still lose out, by having another entire building likely pulled off the list of available supply.) 

 

It is acceptable to me that a home-owner rent out less than 50% of the bedrooms in his or her home, for less than 120 nights a year, whilst the home-owner is present, via airbnb.  Anything else should be subject to a minimum 3 months lease, with no more than 4 such leases issued for the property in a year, 

and NOT allowed via short term letting. 

 

Plenty of studies indicate all over the world, from New York to Barcelona to Paris, that allowing *ANY* whole-home rentals for more than a few weeks a year total, other than longer-term leases, removes vitally-required housing supply.  (And weren't you just asking about supply?) 

 

Here are just a few examples... 

 

1a) New York City - whole-home rentals banned.  "Meanwhile, a study by commercial brokerage CBRE estimated that 29 percent of Airbnb revenue in New York comes from hosts renting multiple units." "Then thereâ€™s New Yorkâ€™s chronic shortage of affordable housing. Somebody who puts their 

apartment on Airbnb for a few weeks when theyâ€™re out of town is not reducing the housing supply; somebody who rents their apartment full-time on Airbnb is." - https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2016-10-27/new-york-is-too-crowded-for-airbnb 

 

1b) Paris - whole-home rentals banned for more than 120 nights a year, with big fines to violators. "City officials are also well aware that the ever-profitable properties are making life tough for Parisians who want to find their own lodgings so they can live in the city. These housing problems add to the 

already expensive Paris property market, which is notoriously difficult to crack - especially for renters."  - https://www.thelocal.fr/20160113/paris-cracks-down-on-illegal-airbnb-flats 

 

1c) Santa Monica, California (LA beach suburb like Bondi, Coogee or Cronulla) - "bans the rental of an entire unit for less than 30 days and requires those who take part in allowable home-sharing to obtain a business license from the city and pay a 14% hotel tax." http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-

way/2015/05/13/406587575/santa-monica-cracks-down-on-airbnb-bans-vacation-rentals-under-a-month 

 

1d) Berlin - "Berlin has banned tourists from renting entire apartments through Airbnb and its competitors in an attempt to protect affordable housing. With the help of large fines, the German city's authorities are hoping to protect the property supply and keep rents as low as possible." "Berlin's head of 

urban development, Andreas Geise, told The Local the law was "a necessary and sensible instrument against the housing shortage in Berlin". He added: "I am absolutely determined to return such misappropriated apartments to the people of Berlin and to newcomers."" 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/airbnb-rentals-berlin-germany-tourist-ban-fines-restricting-to-protect-affordable-housing-a7008891.html 

 

1e) Vancouver - "Vancouverâ€™s mayor wants to ban Airbnb rentals for those who arenâ€™t living in the homes they are listing, while requiring everyone else to hold a business licence. Mayor Gregor Robertson has revealed the cityâ€™s approach to regulating short stays facilitated by vacation-rental 

websites, which he says are contributing to a â€œdangerouslyâ€� low vacancy rate. â€œOur approach is to strike a balance between regulating short-term rentals and ensuring that some people can continue to do that, but focusing on our long-term rentals,â€� he told a news conference Wednesday. 

â€œHousing is first and foremost about homes, not about operating a business.â€•" and "Stays of less than a month in secondary units such as investment condos or structures like boats and trailers must remain illegal, in an effort to bring at least 1,000 homes back into the rental market, he said." 

https://www.thestar.com/business/2016/09/28/vancouver-proposes-restrictions-on-short-term-airbnb-rentals.html 

 

1f) Miami - "Now there is a $20,000 violation for renting your property less than six months and a day." http://www.miaminewtimes.com/news/miami-beach-has-fined-airbnb-style-landlords-16-million-since-march-8712957 

 

1g) New Orleans - "New Orleans has similar restrictions on the period of short-term rental use. Its local ordinance prohibits property owners from renting their homes or apartments to anyone for less than 60 days in the French Quarter or less than 30 days elsewhere in the city." http://www.nolo.com/legal-

encyclopedia/legal-restrictions-renting-your-home-airbnb-other-rental-services.html 

Further developing international tourism and tourist assets boosts jobs and significantly contributes to the economic growth of the Greater Sydney Region. 



importance_rate_urban_services open_comment_urban_services importance_rate_improving_access

5 We waste enough time traveling to work and back.  

Other commonly-accessed services need to be nearby.  

And yes, this includes locale-specific businesses like 

household trades, shopfronts and council facilities.

5

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council 

depots and household trades near where people live maintains easy access to essential 

services. 

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council depots and household trades near where people live maintains easy access to 

essential services. 



open_comment_improving_access importance_rate_freight_logistics

Maybe not 30 minutes, but.... it certainly needs to be a helluva lot faster than it is today. 

 

This can be done by trying to force employers to put a location in each of the major "cities" of Sydney... which I believe is what you 

want to do, or it can be done just by making sure that people in far-out districts can reach the CBD efficiently. 

 

In Coogee, if I need to get in for a 9am meeting, I am taking a big chance if I leave for the CBD after 730am.  This is to go less than 

12km of distance.  90 minutes is about average.  30% of the time, it can take more than that (the record is 115 minutes.  A surface 

level neighbourhood tram won't help.  What we really require is an underground rail that gets us OUT of that blocked traffic rather 

than gives us another way to stand (which I will note is inferior to sitting) in it. 

 

The problem is that for those of us working in high end professional services in global firms, our career opportunities will ALWAYS be 

in the Eastern City, whether or not we can afford to live there (and anyone new coming here who's not coming from China, probably 

cannot). 

 

Even if you create a bunch of local service jobs within each of the 3 main "cities" of Sydney, you should absolutely still put more of a 

focus than I've seen in these documents, on improving transportation from other districts, to the Central District where the 

multinational professional jobs are.  And by improving transportation, I mean the real thing that moves people over great distances 

quickly -- full speed, underground or above-ground rail -- and does so on a frequent basis, not once an hour during peak hour!  Not 

freeways, not trams, not cable cars. 

 

For example, one can work in New York City and live 75 commute minutes away in a suburb 100km from Manhattan where full 4 

bedroom homes on quarter acre blocks cost less than $200,000.  Doubt it?  Look up Ewing, New Jersey.  It's not a fancy place, but it's 

certainly no less downscale than many of our Western suburbs with house prices 3 and 4 times that for smaller lots.  That's what you 

need to be striving for.  Make it so people can have the Australian Dream of a quarter acre block, by making it possible for them to 

rapidly and frequently get between their far-off location where land's affordable enough to do that, and the city of Sydney.

4

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council depots and household trades near where people live maintains easy access to 

essential services. 

Planning for freight and logistics activities improves the efficient distribution of goods to businesses and homes while 

managing traffic impacts. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence we should consider when further 

developing initiatives for increasing the productivity of the districts?

open_comment_freight_logistics long_comment_productivity importance_rate_housing_targets

This is important BUT not if it means more freeways.  Perhaps we need better rail 

freight links around Greater Sydney?

2

Planning for freight and logistics activities improves the efficient distribution of goods to businesses and homes while 

managing traffic impacts. 
Delivering on housing supply targets goes towards meeting pent-up demand, home affordability and housing for key workers. 



open_comment_housing_targets importance_rate_housing_strategies

The right answer here honestly is to REDUCE OVERPOPULATION, by reducing net inflow into the 

Sydney region both from overseas and from other areas. 

 

Adding supply does zero toward improving home affordability.  What will improve home 

affordability is: 

1) Reducing net inflow. 

2) Enacting tariffs against foreign investment, and enforcing them on migrants until they've 

been in Australia for at least 5 years.  See: China, Hong Kong, Singapore, London and Vancouver, 

all of which do this.  And I don't mean token tariffs of a handful of a percent.  I mean full-on 20% 

or 30% penalties paid by foreign investors, that go to a state fund that assists first home buyers 

into the market. 

3) Getting the investors out of the market, to stop speculative price bid-ups.  Is Sydney not 

going to be satisfied until it has *THE* priciest homes in the world?  Is it not yet enough to be in 

the top 5 unaffordable homes cities?

5

Delivering on housing supply targets goes towards meeting pent-up demand, home affordability and housing for key workers. Preparing local or district housing strategies addresses the diverse range of accommodation needed to support our growing community including housing types and price points.



open_comment_housing_strategies importance_urban_design

These housing strategies should prioritise a huge increase in the number of owner-occupiers over additional investment units or house&land 

packages. 

 

A range of different types of housing should be provided. 

 

The 75% rule that lets a majority of owners kick out old folks who want to stay in their unit block, so that it can be on-sold to a developer, needs 

to be overturned.  Many older folks won't have the funds to fund a move or fund the acquisition of a new home in the same area.  This is 

horrendous and should not be permitted without an "even exchange" type swap being proposed -- "You've gotta move out, but here's this place 

1.5km away that's the same size with a similar view and similar strata fees; we'll pay your moving costs."

5

Managing neighbourhood growth through high quality urban design, respecting character and good transport 

creates healthy, safe, inclusive places and community spirit. 
Preparing local or district housing strategies addresses the diverse range of accommodation needed to support our growing community including housing types and price points.



open_comment_urban_design importance_rate_complementary_land_uses open_comment_complementary_land_uses importance_rate_arts_culture

Urban design and "placemaking" is important. 

 

I am a strong proponent of open green space in precinct design, which is 

unstructured enough that it can be used for many purposes, from a game of 

backyard cricket, to a game of frisbee, to a local primary school's "graduation" 

with a minimal of setup. 

 

This is not a situation of wanting to let the local area decide what their green 

space is, but of leaving it OPEN GREEN SPACE so that on a week by week basis, 

groups in the local area can use it for different things. 

 

I reference the OLD Tumbalong Park as an excellent example of green space near a 

lot of high density living, that people used as "our backyard".  Now it's more green 

space between footpaths, and is not nearly as usable as a replacement backyard 

as it used to be.  When you build all this high density housing, you can't forget that 

WE WANT BACK YARDS!  We're willing to share them, but they have to be bigger 

than a postage stamp, and have to be just a few minutes' walk away (not a busride 

out to Centennial Parklands, for example).

5 I like diversity of things such as shops, housing, 

recreation, entertainment, and services such as 

banking and the post office.  This is why I live in 

the middle of Coogee.

5

Co-locating complementary land uses such as shops, schools, child care, community and recreation 

helps people interact, improves the viability of public transport, walking and cycling, and facilitates 

multi-purpose trips.

Protecting and enhancing history, heritage, arts and culture retains local identity promotes diversity and a community’s sense of belonging. 
Managing neighbourhood growth through high quality urban design, respecting character and good transport 

creates healthy, safe, inclusive places and community spirit. 



open_comment_arts_culture importance_rate_community_facilities open_comment_community_facilities importance_rate_local_services

DO NOT move the Powerhouse Museum from Ultimo.  It's OK to give Parramatta another BRANCH of the 

Powerhouse Museum, but NOT to take Ultimo's existing branch away from it, when that museum has existed in 

facilities in that immediate area for generations. 

 

PLEASE protect the Female Factory / Cumberland Hospital precinct from development and give consideration to 

the North Parramatta Residents Action group's plans for it, which would turn it into a Western City cultural 

destination.

4 3

Protecting and enhancing history, heritage, arts and culture retains local identity promotes diversity and a community’s sense of belonging. 
Sharing public and private community facilities and open spaces such as sports grounds 

and meeting rooms is a sustainable use of existing and future resources.  

Catering for existing and future demand for a full range of local 

services including child care, schools, health centres and aged care 

housing supports community needs. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence we should consider when further developing initiatives for 

increasing the liveability of the districts? 

open_comment_local_services liveability_comments importance_rate_green_grids

4

Catering for existing and future demand for a full range of local 

services including child care, schools, health centres and aged care 

housing supports community needs. 

Creating a Green Grid by way of connecting parks, bushland and other open spaces, and a Blue Grid of beaches, rivers and other waterways, promotes a 

healthier environment, improves access to recreation, encourages socialising, supports walking and cycling connections and improves environmental 

resilience. 



open_comment_green_grids importance_rate_biodiversity open_comment_biodiversity

We still need neighbourhood parks closer to the size of the old Tumbalong park, than a postage-stamp sized totlot in 

which there's barely cat-swinging space, or a huge megapark like Centennial Parklands which requires a lot of work by 

most people to get to.

3

Creating a Green Grid by way of connecting parks, bushland and other open spaces, and a Blue Grid of beaches, rivers and other waterways, promotes a 

healthier environment, improves access to recreation, encourages socialising, supports walking and cycling connections and improves environmental 

resilience. 

Protecting biodiversity of flora and fauna supports environmental sustainability and visual landscapes which 

benefit amenity and tourism. 



importance_shade open_comment_shade importance_rate_water_energy_efficiency open_comment_water_energy_efficiency

5 EXTREMELY important. 

 

Still angry about the loss of the Anzac Pde figs. 

4 Bring on renewable energy.

Protecting and enhancing green cover and shade trees reduces temperatures at ground level, provides 

animal habitat and enhances visual landscapes. 

More efficiently using water, energy, fuels and materials and improving the management of 

waste and recycling helps Greater Sydney become more sustainable and mitigates rising costs. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence 

we should consider when further developing 

initiatives for increasing the sustainability of the 

districts?

importance_rate_environmental_resilience open_comment_environmental_resilience sustainability_comments

5 We've seen this in the last week of March. 

 

Australia is prone to all sorts of issues, and with 

the increasing density of the West, the man-

made issue of heat islands will be more of an 

issue in places already warm.

Building resilience to environmental hazards such as flooding, urban heat islands and bushfires 

mitigates their financial, social and environmental impact on communities. 



Towards our Greater Sydney 2056 is a draft amendment to the current Greater Sydney Region Plan 

which will continue to be revised in 2017. Do you have any feedback on Towards our Greater Sydney 

2056?

How do you 

rate the plan?
Privacy Statement

togs_comments rate_the_plan agree_statement

Population targets need to be reduced. 

 

Public transport TO THE SYDNEY CBD needs to be improved because you have to give a decent way for 

people who have jobs in the Sydney CBD that will always be there, a way to get from affordable housing 

in the Southwest and far west, to the Sydney CBD.  Trains from the far reaches need to be faster and 

more frequent, and more areas need train access to the CBD that takes less than 90 minutes including 

waiting for the next train. 

 

Do not move the Powerhouse Museum. 

 

STOP PRETENDING THAT YOU CANNOT EQUALISE THE SUPPLY/DEMAND RATIO FOR HOUSING BY 

REDUCING DEMAND, and get to doing it by making investors both on-shore and foreign pay more for 

the privilege of speculation like Hong Kong, China, Vancouver and other cities already do.  China makes 

investors put down 60% deposits on homes, for example.  Hong Kong requires a 30% surcharge on 

foreigner-purchased investment properties at purchase time.  (15% normal stamp duty for investors + 

15% foreign buyer surcharge). 

 

Reduce the rate at which supply is being used up by BANNING the wholesale conversion of a whole-unit 

or whole-home entity to a short-term rental such as airbnb.  Investors don't need this windfall more 

than residents need affordable housing.  FULL STOP.  BAN IT.  Not by choice of the majority of each 

strata committee, OVERALL.  I don't hear tourists crying about a hotel shortage as loudly or as often as I 

hear residents crying about unaffordable rentals and homes.  STOP ADDING HOTEL ROOMS INSTEAD OF 

RESIDENTIAL HOUSING SUPPLY.

Negative I agree to the 

above statement.


