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position_in_organisation withhold_name suburb postcode state importance_rate_jobs_growth open_comment_jobs_growth importance_rate_knowledge_intensive

X Camden 2570 NSW 4 Planning is important and good planning looking out to a 

position in the future e.g. 2056 as you have indicated is 

great. Given that the thing that needs to be considered is 

open space and heritage. 

 Depite the best planning Australia in world terms is a very 

small player. Resources saved us in the GFC, next time we 

might not be so lucky. To a large degree in the Camden 

area "open green space" has been wiped out nearly 

entirely (except for the flood plain) in the charge to meet 

housing and density targets.This has meant that the new 

developments just merge into one another. 

It is about getting the balance right , even erring towards 

more green space than housing.  

Closely linked to this is preserving the heritage and any 

open space that we have in Camden and in particular the 

"Town Centre". This might be tough given the current 

vision on density and housing numbers at this point in time 

but at some stage in the future when Sydney is "full" and / 

or an economic disaster means that houses in our area are 

not attractive as an investment all the community may 

have is "green open space and heritage".Both these 

qualities will last for centuries if managed correctly.

4

Targeting jobs growth, economic activity and development in identified strategic and district 

centres focuses public and private infrastructure investment leading to better business, 

transport and employment outcomes.   

Providing more office space boosts knowledge-intensive industries which leads to economic growth through 

more international and local investment. 



open_comment_knowledge_intensive importance_rate_innovation_hubs open_comment_innovation_hubs importance_rate_health_education

Look in Camden we have two or three clear areas. 

1. Flood Plain ( thank goodness not a lot of development here) 

2. Old Camden going back to Macarthur's days and 

3. New growth areas. 

It is about recognising that (2) and (3) are two different beasts. Its as 

if there needs to be a strategy within the strategy.  

So office space is important (4) in the new growth areas but  not 

important (1) in old Camden as has been evidenced by Camden 

Council relocating to Oran Park. 

If we try and fit the growth area goals , densities and visions into 

"old Camden" it will destroy it. 

4 Look in Camden we have two or three 

clear areas. 

1. Flood Plain ( thank goodness not a 

lot of development here) 

2. Old Camden going back to 

Macarthur's days and 

3. New growth areas. 

It is about recognising that (2) and (3) 

are two different beasts. Its as if there 

needs to be a strategy within the 

strategy.One for the growth areas and 

one for "old Camden". 

So innovation hubs are important (4) 

in the new growth areas but  not 

important (1) in old Camden.  

If we try and fit the growth area goals , 

densities and visions into "old 

Camden" it will destroy it. 

4

Providing more office space boosts knowledge-intensive industries which leads to economic growth through 

more international and local investment. 

Providing affordable space in the right locations for innovation hubs 

increases jobs in creative industries which strengthen our global participation 

and generate wealth. 

Supporting the growth of health and education super precincts fosters knowledge-intensive jobs and 

innovation which drives economic activity and improves health and education services. 



open_comment_health_education importance_rate_tourism open_comment_tourism importance_rate_urban_services

Yes 4 Good.  

As I said earlier.  

We have old Camden (170 years old) and the 

growth areas (0 to 5 years old). 

Doesn't take much thought on where this needs to 

be pitched and very strongly. 

In recent times we have not done a good job on this 

with a clear conflict between development and 

heritage. 

 

Tourism into the future will be about old Camden. 

The narrative of  the Macathur's and there 

relationship with Camden town,the St Johns Church 

Precinct and Macarthur Park. 

In the last few weeks I have just found out that the 

"pivotal" heritage / historical centre of Camden i.e. 

The St Johns Church Precinct was recommended for 

State Heritage Listing by Camden Council and the 

NSW Heritage Office in 2001/2002. 

That did not take place so here we are some 16 

years later with the most valuable asset from a 

tourist perspective going forward for the next 100 

years not having "legal" heritage protection from 

the State.    

It is only through getting State Heritage Listing on 

this site that a long term plan can be developed 

with any certainty for tourism in old Camden.  

4

Supporting the growth of health and education super precincts fosters knowledge-intensive jobs and 

innovation which drives economic activity and improves health and education services. 

Further developing international tourism and tourist assets boosts jobs and 

significantly contributes to the economic growth of the Greater Sydney Region. 

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council 

depots and household trades near where people live maintains easy access to essential 

services. 



open_comment_urban_services importance_rate_improving_access open_comment_improving_access importance_rate_freight_logistics

Same as previous important in the growth area , not 

important in old Camden

4 Same as previous important in the growth area , not important in old Camden 4

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council 

depots and household trades near where people live maintains easy access to essential 

services. 

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council depots and household trades 

near where people live maintains easy access to essential services. 

Planning for freight and logistics activities improves the efficient distribution of goods to businesses and homes while 

managing traffic impacts. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence we should consider when further 

developing initiatives for increasing the productivity of the districts?

open_comment_freight_logistics long_comment_productivity importance_rate_housing_targets

Same as previous important in the growth area , not important in old Camden 4

Planning for freight and logistics activities improves the efficient distribution of goods to businesses and homes while 

managing traffic impacts. 

Delivering on housing supply targets goes towards meeting pent-up demand, home affordability and 

housing for key workers. 



open_comment_housing_targets importance_rate_housing_strategies

Same as previous important in the growth area , not important in old 

Camden

4

Delivering on housing supply targets goes towards meeting pent-up demand, home affordability and 

housing for key workers. 
Preparing local or district housing strategies addresses the diverse range of accommodation needed to support our growing community including housing types and price points.



open_comment_housing_strategies importance_urban_design open_comment_urban_design

Same as previous important in the growth area , not important in old Camden 4 Same as previous important in the growth area , not 

important in old Camden 

 

This was messed up dramatically in a section of old 

Camden maybe around 2010 with the last LEP. What 

happened then was that a significant little part of 

Camden ( Park Street opposite Macarthur Park and 

the North End of Menangle Road opposite St Johns 

Church) was zoned "Mixed Use". Both these areas 

have quality houses reflecting Camden 

history/heritage and providing important "buffers" 

between commercial areas and passive areas.  

I have no idea how this happened but it is wrong and 

show absolutely no respect for character,

Managing neighbourhood growth through high quality urban design, respecting 

character and good transport creates healthy, safe, inclusive places and community 

spirit. 

Preparing local or district housing strategies addresses the diverse range of accommodation needed to support our growing community including housing types and price points.



importance_rate_complementary_land_uses open_comment_complementary_land_uses importance_rate_arts_culture

3 Same as previous important in the growth area , 

not important in old Camden 

 

The old part of Camden say within 250 to 500 

metres of the commercial main street used to be 

residential all those people supported the main 

street businesses and very much providing a sense 

of community. 

With the aid of inappropriate re zoning the old 

residentials have been converted to commercial.  

A degrading in the residential community sense in 

that zone. It just does not fit to put a commercial 

business or a block of flats next to old residentials. 

5

Co-locating complementary land uses such as shops, schools, child care, community and recreation 

helps people interact, improves the viability of public transport, walking and cycling, and facilitates 

multi-purpose trips.

Protecting and enhancing history, heritage, arts and culture retains local identity promotes diversity and a community’s sense of belonging. 



open_comment_arts_culture importance_rate_community_facilities open_comment_community_facilities importance_rate_local_services

Same as previous but the opposite. 

Very important in old Camden. A visionary plan for history, heritage, arts and culture in old Camden is pivotal 

(and yet to be created). 

This sort of plan would stamp old Camden as a  different entity to the new areas and draw people not only from 

the new areas but potentially a far wider area. 

3 Same as previous important in the growth 

area , not important in old Camden

3

Protecting and enhancing history, heritage, arts and culture retains local identity promotes diversity and a community’s sense of belonging. 
Sharing public and private community facilities and open spaces such as sports grounds 

and meeting rooms is a sustainable use of existing and future resources.  

Catering for existing and future demand for a full range of local 

services including child care, schools, health centres and aged care 

housing supports community needs. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence we should consider when further developing initiatives for 

increasing the liveability of the districts? 

open_comment_local_services liveability_comments importance_rate_green_grids

Same as previous important in the 

growth area , not important in old 

Camden

5

Catering for existing and future demand for a full range of local 

services including child care, schools, health centres and aged care 

housing supports community needs. 

Creating a Green Grid by way of connecting parks, bushland and other open spaces, and a Blue Grid of beaches, rivers and other waterways, promotes a 

healthier environment, improves access to recreation, encourages socialising, supports walking and cycling connections and improves environmental 

resilience. 



open_comment_green_grids importance_rate_biodiversity open_comment_biodiversity

Paramont in the new areas. Its about planning for it and sticking to the plan. 

In old Camden its about preserving what green space we have and resisting inappropriate green infill.

5 We have some beautiful visual landscapes in old Camden as evidenced on the 

cover of the South West Draft Plan. The view on the cover looking at St Johns 

Church.  Currently the Church is looking to sell off green space adjacent to the 

church that will impact on those vistas. 

Creating a Green Grid by way of connecting parks, bushland and other open spaces, and a Blue Grid of beaches, rivers and other waterways, promotes a 

healthier environment, improves access to recreation, encourages socialising, supports walking and cycling connections and improves environmental 

resilience. 

Protecting biodiversity of flora and fauna supports environmental sustainability and visual landscapes which 

benefit amenity and tourism. 



importance_shade open_comment_shade importance_rate_water_energy_efficiency open_comment_water_energy_efficiency

4 Important but int needs to be managed.  

Whole sale planting of trees without a birth to death plan is a disaster. 

Canberra has go a plan that we could adopt.

4

Protecting and enhancing green cover and shade trees reduces temperatures at ground level, provides 

animal habitat and enhances visual landscapes. 

More efficiently using water, energy, fuels and materials and improving the management of 

waste and recycling helps Greater Sydney become more sustainable and mitigates rising costs. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence 

we should consider when further developing 

initiatives for increasing the sustainability of the 

districts?

Towards our Greater Sydney 2056 is a draft amendment to 

the current Greater Sydney Region Plan which will continue 

to be revised in 2017. Do you have any feedback on Towards 

our Greater Sydney 2056?

How do you 

rate the plan?

importance_rate_environmental_resilience open_comment_environmental_resilience sustainability_comments togs_comments rate_the_plan

4 Urban heat islands , that has not been 

considered in many of our new growth areas . 

See my comments in "Productivity" Jobs Growth

2056 is an important and good start but heritage and history 

go on for centuries. 

Our history is short, I am not sure as a town, state and country 

we have figured that bit out yet.  

 

In regards to where I live smack bang in the old part of 

Camden while our numbers are small given the big picture the 

enduring quality (heritage and history) that we have offer is 

immense. We seem to be totally in conflict at present and it 

should not be like that. 

Neutral

Building resilience to environmental hazards such as flooding, urban heat islands and bushfires 

mitigates their financial, social and environmental impact on communities. 
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