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position_in_organisation withhold_name suburb postcode state importance_rate_jobs_growth open_comment_jobs_growth

X CASTLE HILL 1765 NSW 5 By downgrading Castle Hill as a district centre from a strategic centre in the 

district plan, it may have the unintended consequences of failing to provide the 

appropriate priority and state government support which is needed to ensure the 

necessary infrastructure is created to allow for the location of density and 

masterplanned outcomes. This is crucial to achieving the productivity gains by 

allowing for the necessary feasibility required in order for development to occur 

in a timely way around the rail infrastructure. In particular for Castle Hill which 

has always been the highest order centre, a major centre and of strategic 

importance to Parramatta, the district plans do not prescribe in sufficient detail 

the mechanism linking the source of funding for these necessary infrastructure 

projects to ensure that it must be caught by s79C of the EPA and given the 

intended effect in precinct planning and not able to be thwarted by regulations 

or controls contained inside the LEP. Unless the statutory weight is made to be 

unambiguous in its design and implementation fo the goals and strategic 

objectives in a greater level of detail than presently exists, the potential for there 

to be local planning controls e.g bonus and base FSR schemes, variations to state 

goverment standards like SEPP 65 and the use of council dominated "design 

excellence panels" to sterlise an area of the precinct contrary to the intention for 

the productivity objectives for the precinct.

Targeting jobs growth, economic activity and development in identified strategic and district centres focuses 

public and private infrastructure investment leading to better business, transport and employment outcomes.   



importance_rate_knowledge_intensive open_comment_knowledge_intensive importance_rate_innovation_hubs open_comment_innovation_hubs importance_rate_health_education

3 3 3

Providing more office space boosts knowledge-intensive industries which leads to economic growth through 

more international and local investment. 

Providing affordable space in the right locations for innovation hubs 

increases jobs in creative industries which strengthen our global participation 

and generate wealth. 

Supporting the growth of health and education super precincts fosters knowledge-intensive jobs and 

innovation which drives economic activity and improves health and education services. 



open_comment_health_education importance_rate_tourism open_comment_tourism importance_rate_urban_services

3 3

Supporting the growth of health and education super precincts fosters knowledge-intensive jobs and 

innovation which drives economic activity and improves health and education services. 

Further developing international tourism and tourist assets boosts jobs and 

significantly contributes to the economic growth of the Greater Sydney Region. 

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council 

depots and household trades near where people live maintains easy access to essential 

services. 



open_comment_urban_services importance_rate_improving_access open_comment_improving_access importance_rate_freight_logistics

3 3

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council 

depots and household trades near where people live maintains easy access to essential 

services. 

Protecting land for employment and urban services such as distribution centres, council depots and household trades 

near where people live maintains easy access to essential services. 

Planning for freight and logistics activities improves the efficient distribution of goods to businesses and homes while 

managing traffic impacts. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence we should consider when further 

developing initiatives for increasing the productivity of the districts?

open_comment_freight_logistics long_comment_productivity importance_rate_housing_targets

SEPP 32 and its importance particularly with respect to land use around infrastructure and the 

timeliness of development is an important piece of legislation which should be given 

consideration particularly in respect to the critical shortage of land which is capable of being 

developed in the walkable catchment area of Castle Hill Station precinct. Since the 

announcement of the Castle Hill Structure Plan in 2012 there has not been any land rezoned 

and development commenced apart from one development site. GIven the timeframe for land 

to be zoned and the timeframe for masterplanning and assessment of development 

applications it is clear that the s117 directives which were made in the Hills Corridor Strategy 

have been allowed to be satisfied by bringing forward development in the Hills Shire which are 

not within the walkable catchment. It is crucial for the  timeliness for development inside the 

structure plan area to be actioned by bringing forward the precinct planning for Castle Hill 

Station Precinct and  to ensure the master plan is of a standard commensurate with its role 

both within the Sydney metro rail corridor and its importance within greater parramatta  

5

Planning for freight and logistics activities improves the efficient distribution of goods to businesses and homes while 

managing traffic impacts. 

Delivering on housing supply targets goes towards meeting pent-up demand, home affordability and 

housing for key workers. 



open_comment_housing_targets importance_rate_housing_strategies

There has not been any urban design consideration for Castle Hill 

Station Precinct in terms of capacity analysis, HOB analyis , town 

centre permeability and most importantly the sources of funding for 

the infrastructure changes needed to allow for orderly development 

to occur to made a statutory requirement. ie the district plan has 

both the detail for the connection to metropolitan strategies and the 

funding sources identified to ensure the necessary support for 

achieving housing strategies is not delayed. Because there is not a 

statutory requirement for a LEP to consider the timeliness of 

development or the feasibility AND because the location of the 

density inside a local government area is NOT required to be closest 

to transport in order to meet the flawed population targets, housing 

can be located anywhere and still meet the targeted number of 

dwellings for the area governed by the LEP. In order for the 

population to be located to ensure an optimal urban design outcome 

the district plans must be more prescriptive on where the density is 

to be located inside a local government area and this requires 

greater statutory weight than presently exists. 

3

Delivering on housing supply targets goes towards meeting pent-up demand, home affordability and 

housing for key workers. 
Preparing local or district housing strategies addresses the diverse range of accommodation needed to support our growing community including housing types and price points.



open_comment_housing_strategies importance_urban_design open_comment_urban_design

3

Managing neighbourhood growth through high quality urban design, respecting 

character and good transport creates healthy, safe, inclusive places and community 

spirit. 

Preparing local or district housing strategies addresses the diverse range of accommodation needed to support our growing community including housing types and price points.



importance_rate_complementary_land_uses open_comment_complementary_land_uses importance_rate_arts_culture

3 3

Co-locating complementary land uses such as shops, schools, child care, community and recreation 

helps people interact, improves the viability of public transport, walking and cycling, and facilitates 

multi-purpose trips.

Protecting and enhancing history, heritage, arts and culture retains local identity promotes diversity and a community’s sense of belonging. 



open_comment_arts_culture importance_rate_community_facilities open_comment_community_facilities importance_rate_local_services

3 3

Protecting and enhancing history, heritage, arts and culture retains local identity promotes diversity and a community’s sense of belonging. 
Sharing public and private community facilities and open spaces such as sports grounds 

and meeting rooms is a sustainable use of existing and future resources.  

Catering for existing and future demand for a full range of local 

services including child care, schools, health centres and aged care 

housing supports community needs. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence we should consider when further developing initiatives for 

increasing the liveability of the districts? 

open_comment_local_services liveability_comments importance_rate_green_grids

The LEP must be required to locate the density closest to the train stations and within the structure plan area of the 

Castle Hill Station Precinct as a priority otherwise there will not be sufficient dwellings located in the walkable 

catchment to achieve the walkable density needed for a successful TOD. In respect to land use in train station 

precincts it is necessary for international experience and knowledge to be imported and applied at the LEP level. At 

present with the opening of the train station 2 years away Castle Hill has large areas of open carparks , poorly lit 

walkways, unsuitable town centre design for a walkable catchment area which is impermeable to cars , bikes and 

pedestrians. These issues need to addressed by experts in land use planning in transit oriented development and 

the latest design needs to be considered AND the causes of FAILURE for TOD's like large open space car parks and 

lack of appropriate footpaths to allow children to walk to school and pedestrians to be able to safely walk to the 

train and get back home at night needs to be given greater emphasis. Transport methods like electric bikes and 

scooters, which are capable of increasing the catchment area needs to be considered if the goals of maximising the 

use of transport is to be achieved.

5

Catering for existing and future demand for a full range of local 

services including child care, schools, health centres and aged care 

housing supports community needs. 

Creating a Green Grid by way of connecting parks, bushland and other open spaces, and a Blue Grid of beaches, rivers and other waterways, promotes a 

healthier environment, improves access to recreation, encourages socialising, supports walking and cycling connections and improves environmental 

resilience. 



open_comment_green_grids importance_rate_biodiversity open_comment_biodiversity

The connectivity between existing parks and the actual park design is as important. In Castle Hill parents do not have 

parks that 

1. Shade the play area 

2. Are enclosed so children are able to play safely under supervision 

3. Have disabled equipment for those less fortunate that would still like to have somewhere to play 

4. Different range of equipment for children of all ages.  

5. Wifi access and seating areas for parents to supervise their children 

6. hand washing facilities and drinking fountains 

7. Bike tracks for young children in park setting 

8. Professional landscape design 

 

The issue is not so much as the fact that there is a green place for people as many existing parks that are simply an open 

grassed area with some dated play equipment are not used because they are not engaging, safe for children and 

therefore not a choice for parents in Castle Hill . Other areas in Sydney have understood the importance of park design 

and their corresponding usage by the population is evident. e.g in Wahroogah or Collaroy Beach which has understood 

these issues and appropriately designed the parks they are always crowded with people.

3

Creating a Green Grid by way of connecting parks, bushland and other open spaces, and a Blue Grid of beaches, rivers and other waterways, promotes a 

healthier environment, improves access to recreation, encourages socialising, supports walking and cycling connections and improves environmental 

resilience. 

Protecting biodiversity of flora and fauna supports environmental sustainability and visual landscapes which 

benefit amenity and tourism. 



importance_shade open_comment_shade importance_rate_water_energy_efficiency open_comment_water_energy_efficiency

3 3

Protecting and enhancing green cover and shade trees reduces temperatures at ground level, provides 

animal habitat and enhances visual landscapes. 

More efficiently using water, energy, fuels and materials and improving the management of 

waste and recycling helps Greater Sydney become more sustainable and mitigates rising costs. 



Do you have further comments/suggestions/evidence 

we should consider when further developing 

initiatives for increasing the sustainability of the 

districts?

Towards our Greater Sydney 2056 is a draft amendment to 

the current Greater Sydney Region Plan which will continue 

to be revised in 2017. Do you have any feedback on Towards 

our Greater Sydney 2056?

How do you 

rate the plan?

importance_rate_environmental_resilience open_comment_environmental_resilience sustainability_comments togs_comments rate_the_plan

3 Park design needs to have a minimum standard and 

not be simply considered to be "embellishment" of a 

grassed area

Positive

Building resilience to environmental hazards such as flooding, urban heat islands and bushfires 

mitigates their financial, social and environmental impact on communities. 
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