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SUBMISSION RE DRAFT DISTRICT PLANS 
 
 

This is a supplementary submission to accompany the NPA Macarthur primary submission, already lodged. 
 
1.We note the discussion in the draft SW District Plan, of the need to improve district significant east-west and 
north-south connectivity. Action P7 on p.50 mentions that TransportNSW will investigate east-west links across the 
Macarthur region “with identified potential for future connectivity to the Georges River Parkway reservation.” 
 
We have been aware for decades of this Parkway reservation which cuts through the bushland of the Georges River 
Regional Open Space (GRROS) lands east of Campbelltown. When this idea was conceived (in the 1970s?) the 
understanding of the values of this bushland, particularly for habitat,  was limited – for what we did not have then 
was a burgeoning koala population in this very area, on the doorstep of the city of Campbelltown. 
 
The existence of this bushland corridor has provided good habitat for the Campbelltown koala colony to expand, 
since its rediscovery at Wedderburn in 1986, right along the corridor of the GRROS from Appin to Glenfield and 
beyond. Koalas have become so prolific throughout the corridor that they are regularly seen in local reserves, school 
playgrounds and people’s backyards on the eastern edge of the city, especially in the suburbs of Airds and Ruse. Of 
course they face the obvious hazards of traffic and dogs when they venture beyond the bushland into adjacent 
suburbia but, amazingly, there have been relatively few harmful incidents. Local residents however, enjoy the 
delights of literally living with koalas and most are extremely protective of them. 
 
The construction of the Georges River Parkway (likely to be a major road) would decimate this koala population, 
which already faces the threat of impacts from the proposed upgrade of Appin Rd. 
 
The Campbelltown koala colony is now unique in Sydney, with the decline (demise?) of the northern beaches colony. 
It is a disease-free colony which has been extensively studied, monitored and documented since the early 1990s by 
Assoc. Prof. Robert Close (now retired) of UWS Macarthur. 
 
Every measure should be taken to protect and enhance the habitat of these iconic Australian animals that are 
currently flourishing on the edge of suburbia. NPA Macarthur is proposing an Upper Georges River National Park to 
include all the lands of the GRROS. Effective management of these lands is essential to preserve the river and the 
bushland that provides a stunning backdrop to the City of Campbelltown. That this bushland allows us to have koalas 
literally on our doorstep is a wonder that should be cherished and celebrated. 
 
The Georges River Parkway is a dinosaur concept that does not have any place in the real world of today. The GSC 
planning for the area is a chance to acknowledge this and to make sure plans maintain and enhance our natural 
wonders rather than destroy them. 
 
2. We also fully endorse the comments of the Georges River Environmental Alliance in their submission, especially 
those relating to the upper Georges River. 
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3. The “elephant in the room” as far as the GSC planning goes, is population growth. Population projections continue 
to be revised upwards and now we note an extra 1.74 million people are to be expected in Greater Sydney by 2036, 
only 20 years hence. Who knows what that figure may be by 2056 and beyond?  
 
Our concern is that the Sydney Basin is a finite area but there does not seem to be any notion in the planning of that 
finite area accommodating a finite population size. Surely all the fine words within the Draft Plans about a 
sustainable and liveable Sydney must include the notion that there is a point at which capacity is reached and 
beyond that, any increase in population is unsustainable and would make the city unliveable. The ideal population 
size and density of Sydney must be examined from all angles in order to grapple with this issue. 
 
This idea of a cap on population is the awkward question that no major political party seems prepared to deal with – 
but deal with it they must or we risk seriously compromising the natural advantages that we value as Sydney-siders 
and which attract tourists to the city.  
 
The answer has to be the development of self-contained regional centres well beyond Sydney that can provide 
attractive, and probably more affordable, alternatives where people can live and work. This is not a new concept but 
urgently needs to be revisited.  
 
The hugely important work of the GSC will be sorely lacking credibility and practical relevance if this fundamental 
issue of population increase is not addressed.     
 
 
Julie Sheppard 
Executive committee 
NPA Macarthur Branch 
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