
I believe there are some good aspects to the plan for Greater Sydney, not least the concept  of planning for the 
whole rather than in a piecemeal fashion. However, I believe there needs to be provision for a much higher 
percentage of new developments being allocated to affordable housing. This is important not only so that people 
in all sorts of essential occupations can live relatively close to their work, save on huge transport costs and invest 
their spare time in family and community rather than having it eroded by inordinately long travel times, but also to 
ensure socio-economic diversity across the city ultimately creating a more cohesive society. My wife and I, when 
living in Pyrmont, through our Church, became aware of students paying huge rents for limited spaces (not even 
their own room) in the only accommodation they could find close to the educational institutions they were 
attending. As we had a number of spare rooms we felt we could help out and over 6 or 7 years we provided 
accommodation for a number of students and others unable to find accommodation at affordable prices. We 
never sought anyone out they just came to us one way or another. Those we were able to help out this way 
represented a drop in the bucket. Now that we live in Parramatta in a smaller place we have less capacity to 
share our accommodation. Not everyone would feel comfortable or safe doing what we did and it would be much 
better if there was affordable accommodation which students and people of more moderate means could access 
anywhere in Sydney within relatively close proximity to educational institutions or work. A side-benefit would be 
that, if this is achieved, there will be less pressure on the public transport and road systems across the city. To 
achieve some sort of balance in our communities I would imagine a figure closer to 30%, as suggested by some 
experts and mandated in some other cities, would be more realistic than the 5-10% affordable housing target 
suggested for new developments. 


