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Dear Sir/Madam,

I refer to both the North and West Central district draft plans which are currently on public
exhibition.

I wish to object, in the strongest terms, to a fundamental aspect of these draft plans. This
aspect is the proposed boundary between the two districts.

I note the district boundaries are based on local government areas (LGAs) which have
recently been redefined as part of the disastrous council amalgamations process. As a
result of using LGA boundaries, the suburbs of Epping, part of Beecroft, part of
Cheltenham, part of Carlingford and part of Eastwood have been designated as being in the
West Central district. However this land, which is on the Hornsby Plateau (the boundary of
which generally follows Marsden Road and Pennant Hills Road), drains to the Lane Cove
River.

The result then is that the Lane Cove River catchment is split between the two districts
with the draft West Central plan giving virtually no regard for the Lane Cove River and its
tributaries. The West Central plan focuses on the Parramatta River and its tributaries,
particularly South Creek. I consider it appropriate for the western plan to have such a focus
and this is the reason I contend that all the land, not just some, which drains to the Lane
Cove River needs to be part of the proposed North district.

In fact, had the council amalgamations been conducted properly and sensibly, rather than
being a big gerrymander, the land which drains to the Lane Cove River could have been
part of a new LGA, or possibly two, to administer the Upper and Lower Lane Cove River
catchments.

Furthermore the draft West Central plan rightly focuses on centres such as Blacktown, Mt
Druitt, Parramatta and Marsden Park. These centres are very important for Sydney's
development overall, but they are of negligible relevance to the northern suburbs I listed
previously. Irrespective of the unsubstantiated claims by KPMG to justify the intrusion of
Parramatta Council into these suburbs, the people living in them have very few ties with
Parramatta or with Blacktown, Mt Druitt and the like. This is partly because the public
transport and road systems, and the residents' 'action spaces', lead in the direction of
Macquarie Centre and University, Chatswood, the city, Hornsby and other facilities to the
south and east. These centres provide the high level shopping, specialist services, hospitals
and so forth in close proximity, particularly for residents of the eastern side of Epping. If
the government genuinely considered the links with Parramatta were significant it would
have extended the Epping to Chatswood rail line to Parramatta and the government would
be doing something about the appalling Epping bridge, but it is doing neither.

I also note that the current draft of the West Central plan has just two quick 'one liners'
about the redevelopment of Epping, the government's urban activation precinct. The
government therefore clearly does not consider Epping to be an important cog in the West
Central wheel and Epping is, of course, ignored in the current North district plan.

So one of the negative results of the government's decision to determine the suburbs in the
new Parramatta and Hornsby LGAs on the basis of the arbitrary and artificial boundary of



the M2 Motorway, is that the suburbs I listed earlier, are excised from the district in which
they belong and with which they interact - ie the northern suburbs.

To further demonstrate the folly of the current approach, if North Epping was to be
successfully 'grabbed' by Parramatta Council at some stage in the future, it would
presumably be moved across to the West Central district. However I cannot think of a
suburb which better fits the description of the North district than leafy North Epping,
almost completely surrounded by the Lane Cove National Park, Pennant Hills Park and
other bushland of the Lane Cove River system. It should be obvious that any such move
would make a mockery of the whole district plan process.

I therefore expect the government to re-evaluate the basis on which it determines the
district boundaries and, at the very least, includes the entire Lane Cove River catchment
into the final North district plan. The new arbitrary, artificial LGA boundaries are simply
not good enough as a basis on which to define these two district plans and the draft
boundaries clearly demonstrate the scant regard this government has for catchment
management principles and the environment in general.

Yours faithfully,
Frances Rein




