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Restore Our Rail is a community group formed to seek restoration of services to several rail 

stations in Sydney’s South which saw a radical cutback in services. We have around 550 

members. 

 

It was with great pleasure that we note Mr Iemma on behalf of the Greater Sydney 

Commission was pushing for a restoration of services to Kogarah (St George Leader, 

December 7). 

 

However, we urge the Commission to not only fight for a restoration for that one station but 

for all those negatively affected – Rockdale, Mortdale, Beverly Hills, Kingsgrove & 

Sydenham. 

 

All of these rank as some of Sydney’s busiest stations, they are residential hubs, education 

Centres and/or employment centres. Removing service was one of the most negligent actions 

from Sydney Trains for years. 

 

In brief we are seeking: 

 

 

1. Kogarah is an Illawarra hub like Hurstville with vast numbers of passengers both 

embarking from there and disembarking for its schools/tafe/hospitals plus substantive 

regional employment centres like Westpac. We want express trains stopping here 

again during peak. 

2. Rockdale is only a little behind at 23 (based on 2012 figures) and has suffered exactly 

the same inappropriate cuts. 

3. Mortdale plays host to 2 major employment sites, four schools, cab rank (crucial for 

nighttime security), kiss/ride facilities, bus connections, immediately adjoining 

shopping centre and is ranked 55. Off-peak services (day and night) have been cut by 

a third and are only slow trains. While nobody wants to take services away, it is 

notable Oatley has the same frequency of service, faster, and with 1/3 of the passenger 

usage. Mortdale’s problems can be fixed fairly easily by having the off-peak fast 

trains to/from Cronulla stop at Mortdale as they did before. We demand action on this 

point. 

4. Beverly Hills is a rapidly growing area. It lost every express peak hour train 

service (13 in total) and now has no direct service via Sydenham. This means people 

going To Sydney University, RPA Hospital, Newtown School Of performing 

Arts have no direct service and have to take the long all stations train via the Airport 

line or change at Wolli Creek. Peak hour express services should be restored. 

5. Kingsgrove, a busy station ranked number 80, is also seeking restoration of express 

peak hour services. 



6. Weekend services were not varied October 2013. As such, they represent a better 

service than the weekday in many ways. We are seeking a commitment that the 

weekend service will not be varied. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Les Wicks 

spokesperson 


