
PROVIDING ACCESS TO ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

(from the book by )  12.7.2016 

 writes:-  Environmental Justice includes three concepts:  distributive justice, 
procedural justice and justice as recognition. 

Distributive justice concerns the distribution of environmental goods  (or benefits)and 
environmental bads (or burdens).  Distributive justice is promoted by giving substantive 
rights to members of the community of justice (the people) to share in environmental benefits 
(such as clean air, water and land, green space and a healthful ecology) and to prevent, 
mitigate, remediate or be compensated for environmental burdens (such as pollution and 
loss of green space, biological diversity or ecological integrity).  

He goes on to detail these 3 concepts. 

Taking just one example  Barangaroo Mod 8 DA:- 

With this example, 
ngaroo Mod 8 process. 

 now that the PAC has ruled, the members of the community 
of justice will receive  the major burdens 
being a removal of their defined Public Space from the foreshore to behind the Casino/Hotel 
on top of the Casino carpark, as well as the enormous 10 story high Casino complex 
looming over them.  Also the intrusion of this massive building into so many of the Sydney 
sightlines ( ref. - the visual overlays presented at the Public Hearing by Graham Jahn of the 
City of Sydney Council). 

Both the local public and the tourism visitors will be constantly reminded (via its location, its 
dominant size and topped with the large neon sign) that they are in Sydney  a city that 
promotes gambling. 

What an awful and continuing image and experience
 

  there was no participation in decision making, and no 
ability to challenge decision-making.  As  said  
democratic decision-making procedures are a pre-  

 tried to set up some proper consultation, but the  Department of 
Planning ) -  the 
only contact offered was the possible ability to make a 5 minute comment to the PAC. 

-  as detailed in Justice Pres
 not a single skerrick of consultation. 

  
 just a final letter to anyone who wanted the opportunity to come along 

and make a 5 minutes address..  None of the 23 speakers would have any idea as to 
whether the PAC regarded their contributions (verbal and written) seriously  again, this is 
not consultation. 



Bad examples 

Examples of the lack of Environmental Justice include most, if not all, the mining projects in 
NSW (and probably Australia).  , North Coast (AGL  now 
withdrawn?), - with savage results to the Communities of Justice (see articles appended). 

Further examples are :-  Barangaroo (as above), Council amalgamations, West Connex, 
Anzac Parade trees, Parramatta Road development, Powerhouse Museum to Parramatta, 
the Bays Precinct, NSW Art Gallery extension (ref Andrew Andersons), Powerhouse 

. 

Good examples 

 There is one good example emerging  the development of Ingleside in the Northern 
Beaches., with strong and continuing involvement by Council, Government, and 
members of the community (the Community of Justice). 

 It is hoped that the planned development in the Female Factory area in Parramatta 
will be another good example.  It sounds promising, with  working 

 
empowering communities to demand  opposed to 
resisting all developme    However 

 needs to be explained in detail  is it, in fact, proper 
consultation? 

 Pittwater Council and the Community  the only thorough and correct example), of 
which the writers know, of a govt. body (Pittwater Council) working with the 
Community (of justice), to develop the Vision for Pittwater, the Objectives for all the 
agreed major actions, the Goals, etc, incorporated in the document Pittwater 
Strategic Plan 2020, subsequently updated to the 2025 Plan. Council plans all its 
actions and  budgeting around this document.   The Vision  is driving the 
development of Ingleside, which falls within the Pittwater area. 

The Greater Sydney Commission 

Another hopeful step is the Greater Sydney   
May to August 2016 -  in its Five   very briefly, i

encouraging  This needs detail 
to determine whether it is proper consultation, or just more of the same. 

 




