
SUBMISSION TO THE GREATER SYDNEY COMMISSION 

 

31.3.17 

General 

Overall the GSC clearly has a huge challenge  but it is a worthwhile one. 

I was very impressed, at the launch 21.11.17, with the addresses by all the 
Commissioners.  The thinking expressed made sense and, importantly, the move 
towards better planning, greater levels of sustainability, both of the natural and built 
environments, was very welcome. 

Research 

My major concern is with the research  principally with the Community 
Engagement, or rather the lack of it. 

It simply, based on my contact with it, and understanding of it, has been seriously 
inadequate. 

Community Engagement should start with a thorough and unhurried conversation 
with a significant slice of the people in the community  
Sydney to be in 20-  

Submissions are fine, as part of the research, as long as they are handled correctly. 
(It will be interesting for me to see how the submissions are handled). 

Thorough workshops (1/2 to 1 day), conducted by professional facilitators, are 
critically important. 

From my experience, however, limited to what occurred in our area, the workshops 
did not happen  a 1 hour talk on the GSC, structure etc, and 20 minutes for Q&A. 

knowledgeable and skilled community people sat around wanting to participate, but 
 area.  Presumably it was the 

same in all areas!? 

As we read, the GSC only talked to Councils and other Govt. organisations  not 
with the Community. 

In our area, the only serious and meaningful research was conducted some 10 years 
ago.  At that time the Council worked with the Community for around 18 months to 
develop the Strategy, the Vision etc, which became the Operational and Budgeting 
document  the basis for the ongoing conduct of Council. 



serious community engagement was carried out by other Council areas  
been aware of it). 

But in the last 10 years, the focus has developed dramatically  solar energy and 
storage, waste water treatment and handling, building sustainability, bio diversity etc. 
(as an example, please refer to the submission on Ingleside by our Sustainable 
Ingleside Advocacy Group) 

So, the 10 year old research is out of date and not of a great deal of value to the 
GSC.  It should be conducted again  in all the areas of the GSC. 

The great number of skilled and knowledgeable people in the community, willing to 
donate their time and energy, have not been given the opportunity to do so. 

The GSC has missed out on this formidable resource! 

Further, and very important, community involvement has not been developed. 

Very sad! 

Please note attachment  Justice Brian Preston, in his book on Environmental 
Justice, makes this point very clearly. 

 

This process, which GSC people are familiar with, is similar to the one used in 
Pittwater. 

Introduced into NSW by the then Minister of Planning Rob Stokes, it involves the 
community in a process that can last up to 2 years for an area designated for 
development. 

It is very successful 

Sadly, it has not been, to my knowledge, implemented in the GSC process. 

As a result, the GSC does not really have any worthwhile face-to-face understanding 
from the community as to what they want on a long term basis. 

Time Restraint 

I am well aware that the Government put the GSC under great pressure to produce 
the plans. 

There was no time given to the GSC to do the job properly. 

What Can be Done? 



Take the Plans and conduct serious research, focusing on professionally facilitated 
workshops with those members of the Community of Sydney who would welcome 
being involved. 

 

The Cost? 

I cannot start to imagine the investment that the Government, Commercial 
organisations and private people will be making over a period of 20  50 years  
hundreds of billions of dollars I would think. 

So, please provide adequate funds to do the research through to comprehensive 
Strategies for all the areas of Sydney.  It will be a tiny % of the subsequent 
investment. 

It will not be clever to hurry the process. 

As I said at the beginning, it is a huge challenge. 

 

I would appreciate a response to this submission and would be happy to discuss. 

 

 

 

Greg Roberts 

PS  I am attaching copies of letters already sent to the GSC which relate to the 
above 
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