
I would like to see a more transparent and simplified planning process; something well-publicised 

where the population can see suggestions from the public and organisations, including a website and 

physical address. In recent times, there's been much rhetoric of "involving the public" so they can 

feel that they "are making a difference", but the proof doesn't seem to be there; it just seems like 

that rhetoric is there to make us *feel* like we're valued, where, in turn, we won't complain. 

 

This must be so people can vote (officially and/or unofficially), have their say. But not only that, 

response from planners would be given back to the suggesters, not just to placate so that the 

population will *think* that their suggestions are being considered, but something to show that 

their suggestions are indeed being considered. So we *know* that our suggestions are being taken 

seriously, and not just ignored (I've experienced that many times before, and I know that many 

others in our population are ignored). 

 

Communications and time-frames of progress are not frequent enough, and should happen more 

frequently. 

 

Consultation with groups and organisations of/for people who are often forgotten/overseen by 

those in the mainstream when it comes to planning (ie: people who walk more frequently than not; 

people who do not drive a vehicle; people who ride pushbikes [etc]; those who are frail and/or 

disabled [most of us find that good access is something that is an afterthought ...if though about at 

all], and so on). Quite simply, even in today's plannings, we can see many instances in infrastructure 

where consultation/consideration of those who are *not* mainstream are not thought about in the 

planning. There are many dangerous old pathways, for example, that have been ignored/avoided; 

even when groups have pointed out those concerns; in the Blue Mountains fro example (including 

the town that I live in, Wentworth Falls), that has an old badly designed bridge that goes over the 

train-line from the village, where pedestrian safety keeps being ignored). 

 

Finally, can processes have less red-tape, and not take ages to happen (like most government things 

are infamously known for). Government processes in Australia take far too long; perhaps the NSW 

Government can lead the way in making processes go faster and catch-up with time-frames that can 

safely be done by the private sector. There's no reason why we should accept the infamous slow and 

complex processes which, if allowed in the private sector, would see many/most companies close. 

 

As far as jobs are concerned, most people want/need full-time jobs, including people who want or 

need to work longer even though they are 50+ years old. Ageism must be reduced; positions of work 

be made more available - where, if nothing else, mentoring and teaching by the older community 

can be accessed and not ignored. 


