
 

 

          
31 March 2017 
 
The Secretary 
Greater Sydney Commission. 
Level 5 
10 Valentine Street 
Parramatta NSW 2124 
 
 
Subject:  Submission on the Draft South District Plan supporting Riverwood as a Priority 
Precinct  
 
 
Dear Secretary 
 
This submission is made on behalf of the owners of 279-281 Belmore Road Riverwood in 
 response to the Draft South District Plan issued for public comment by the Greater Sydney 
Commission.  
 
The purpose of this submission is to request that the Riverwood town centre and immediate 
surrounds be identified for a greater role within the South District as a District Centre and, to 
facilitate this objective, be declared a Priority Precinct under the Department of Planning & 

 
 
There are only two District Centres within the South District  Bankstown and Hurstville. Both 
of these centres are constrained by air traffic related height limitations, whereas Riverwood has 
no such constraints. There is no significant centre within 5 kilometres of Riverwood and hence a 
need for such a centre.  Riverwood has the Local Centre  status. 
. 
It is submitted that the Riverwood town centre and environs fulfils all three key planning 
principles described on page 17 of the draft District Plan, namely: 
 
1. Increasing housing choice around centres through urban renewal in established areas. 
 
2. Stronger economic development in strategic centres and transport gateway. 
 
3. Connecting centres with networked transport system. 
 
I enclose with this letter a submission prepared by E8 Urban which identifies the attributes of 
Riverwood that support its proposed expanded role.  In summary, the E8 Urban report has 
identified the following factors that support an enhanced urban renewal strategy for Riverwood. 
They include the following. 
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1. Riverwood has excellent access to the Sydney CBD, Sydney Airport and the Liverpool CBD 

as well as being a bus interchange point for local destinations. Riverwood is located on the 
T2 Airport railway line. The station has frequent rail services with 7-8 services during peak 
hours including 4 express trains to Wolli Creek and 6 services/hour (including 2 express 
trains) at other times. Already there are more journeys to work from within the South District 
(19%) than across greater Sydney (12 %) 

 
2. While Riverwood is in close proximity to both Sydney and Bankstown Airports it is not 

constrained by air control constraints such as such as Procedures for Air Navigation Services 
controls (PANOPS) or Obstacle Limitation Surfaces (OLS), hence allowing buildings up to 
100 metres to be built. 

 
3. The Riverwood town centre and immediate environs has substantial capacity for growth with 

large areas of medium sized lots and public transport underutilised from this location. This 
accords with key priority action L2 to Identify the opportunities to create the capacity to 

.  It also meets Priority action L4 to 
encourage housing diversity. As the E8 Urban submission demonstrates (p.17) reasonable 
development scenarios can deliver housing expansion of between 4,076 dwellings (at a 20% 
take up rate) and 16,302 dwellings (at a take-up rate of 80%).   

 
4. The Riverwood town centre is in close proximity to the Riverwood North Social Housing 

Precinct which is currently the subject of a major government initiative that will intensify its 
development. This is a 30 hectare site and the proposal to introduce a significant proportion 
of private housing here will further increase the need for a District service centre.  Moreover, 
in terms of housing typology, there is likely to be a significant number of high rise buildings 
on this site, some circa 20 storeys. 

 
5. There is significant potential for enhancements to local amenity. It is well serviced by 

schools, shopping facilities and open space and is in close proximity to the Georges River.  
Urban renewal in the precinct could be structured to expand existing facilities, provide new 
community nodes, and improve local connectivity an access to these features. Section 3.3 of 
the draft District Plan calls for a productivity priority to  growth and change in 
strategic and district centres and, as relevant, local centres . Having regard to this,  
Riverwood should be allowed to grow to be a District Centre that will: 

 
 meet the retail and service needs of the community 

 promote the use of walking, cycling and integrated public transport solutions 

 provide urban spaces such as meeting places and playgrounds 

 manage the transition between higher intensity activities in and around a centre and lower 

intensity activity that frames the centre. 

 
Finally, given the Draft District Plan objective of creating liveable communities (Page 68 of the 
Draft South District plan) it is important to achieve the nine liveability outcomes identified in the 
draft plan.  One of these outcomes relates to urban design excellence.  Good quality integrated 
urban land use and transport are key elements of a people-centred, sustainable and liveable 
environment. It is therefore important that the redevelopment of Riverwood be based around 
urban design objectives rather than code based traditional controls. Accordingly, for the central 
part of the Study Area at the heart of Riverwood, it is proposed that floor space controls not be  
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utilised, but reliance is placed on design excellence hand-in-hand with the amenity criteria 
contained in the Apartment Design Guide. 
 
 
Accordingly, we submit that the status of Riverwood and its environs should be upgraded in the 
final District Plan, that it be declared a priority precinct and that Council be requested to 
commence work to prepare appropriate planning instruments to achieve the required vision for 
Riverwood. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Frank Sartor  CPP 
Consultant Planner 
SPP Services Pty Ltd 
 




