








To: Greater Sydney Commission
Draft North District Plan
PO Box 257
Parramatta NSW 2124

Email: engagement@gsc.nsw.gov.au

Re Draft North District Plan

MANLY DAM CATCHMENT

In the Draft North District Plan -
Sustainability priorities and actions:

We support the following overarching priorities:
Enhancing the North District in its landscape
Protecting the District’s waterways
Protecting and enhancing biodiversity

We believe an urgent and high priority should be given to protecting the natural landscape, 
waterways and biodiversity in Manly Dam Catchment.  

BACKGROUND
Manly Dam Catchment is the former water supply catchment for the village of Manly.
In the late 1880’s privately owned land at the top of the Catchment was resumed to protect 
water quality in the reservoir.
In the early 1900’s WW1 servicemen recognised the natural beauty of the area and sought to 
protect it as a reserve.
The Manly Warringah War Memorial Park encompasses much of the Catchment and 
management actions include the incorporation of adjoining bushland areas to the south and 
north.
Features of the Park include its natural landscape, diverse bushland areas, waterways, 
sandstone rock outcrops and wildlife habitat.
The Park provides habitat for threatened flora and fauna, including the endangered Duffys 
Forest Ecological Community in the northern area of the Park.
The waterways include Manly Reservoir, Curl Curl Creek, which flows through the central 
valley of the Catchment, and many tributary creeks.
A waterbird sanctuary is located at the western end of the reservoir.
Manly Dam is one of the few large freshwater reservoirs suitable for swimming in the 
Sydney Metropolitan Area.
The health of the waterways, including aquatic habitat in Curl Curl Creek, is dependent on 
the protection of bushland and tributary creeks in the surrounding Catchment.
The reserve provides a resource for recreation and environmental education – but its natural 
assets need to be protected!

THREATS
The natural values of the Park and Catchment are under serious threat: 
1) A substantial area of bushland, including the endangered Duffys Forest vegetation, has been 
removed for road widening in the north of the Catchment.



2) An iconic bushland area, providing habitat for threatened fauna, is likely to be destroyed to make 
way for Manly Vale Public School buildings that can and should be located on the existing footprint 
of the school.  
3) A further threat is the proposal to rezone land in the Park for special uses to relocate the Frenchs 
Forest High School.  This proposal is not compatible with the environmental values of the Park.

The Park and Catchment need to be protected from special uses and development that will encroach 
upon the environmental and recreational values of the area.

The environmental values of the catchment need to be respected and the protection of the bushland 
and waterways given the highest priority.  If this does not occur we will see the gradual degradation 
of the reserve.  This includes the loss of bushland, polluted waterways and the incursion of weeds 
that will be difficult to eradicate.

The reserve is well used and appreciated by many people in the region and with the anticipated 
increase in population its fragile environment will be under increasing stress.  Government agencies 
have failed to give the strategic goal of protecting the Catchment the priority it deserves.  A key 
priority of the North District Plan should be to protect the natural landscape, biodiversity and 
waterways in Manly Dam Catchment for future generations.


