
In the evening ABC news 21st November 2016 a representative of the Greater Sydney Commission 

(Lucy Turnbull) stated that the Commission wished to avoid the mistakes of the past! If this is the 

case why is the Federal and Sate Government building an international airport in Western Sydney 

around which your intention is to build suburbs! This is the mistake of Mascot surrounded by 

suburbs. Having spent my formative years living with my Grandparents in Leichhardt within the flight 

path of Mascot and a decade ago in Enmore within the flight path of Mascot I am off the opinion you 

are making the very same mistake your wishing to avoid! Sydney is in dire need of fresh thinking on 

transport as a part time resident of Bondi Junction I am of the opinion Sydney has to have a greater 

vision than what is being proposed. My vision is as follows NSW Govt must establish an underground 

rail transport commission. Eastern Suburbs railway should continue to Bondi Beach and then North 

and south! North under the heads and up the northern beaches and loop back into the existing 

network at Hornsby. (This line could continue to loop to Parramatta then around to Liverpool 

creating a ring) South from Bondi Junction Bronte, Coogee, then Maroobra and back around through 

Botany to reconnect at Wooli Creek making a souther loop. Current rail corridors should go 

underground and the land reclaimed for both recreation and residential development. The later 

should be multi-story retail and residential developments above the stations.   

 

If I had my way! Sydney's second international airport would be at Goulburn with a high speed train 

to Canberra and Sydney. This same system should also be extended to Newcastle and across the 

blue mountains to Lithgow and Orange. Decentralise New South Wales.  

 

I also live in the Strzelecki ranges in Victoria, A unique regional area of Australia which is like so 

many, is overlooked by centralised thinking and I am acutely aware of the mistakes Government and 

planners have made in Victoria. The problems with the closure of Hazelwood Power station and the 

current crisis is because of a lack of contingency planning of forward thinking and the development 

of new sustainable power generation systems. The problems for Regional Australia is a lack of 

population. Fast electric trains (the most cost efficient and environmentally effective transport per 

BTU of energy ) these services will enable regional centres to grow and prosper and alleviate the 

population pressures on major cities.  Decentralisation is absolute necessary for the sustainable 

growth of Australia. The whole south east corner of Australia is underdeveloped, there are large 

areas of land Canberra- Cooma to Bombala which are of little agricultural or environmental value 

which could be developed into urban hubs again connected by electric rail.  

 

The country need to develop new bio energy systems which are integrated with agriculture, 

horticulture and the recycling of urban waste.  An example is Sao Paulo 

http://bioenfapesp.org/scopebioenergy/index.php/project-overview  In California dairy farmers 

generate energy to run their farms and put the excess into the grid. In Victoria the Maryvale paper 

mill runs on Bio energy as does smaller horticulture Tomatoe producers. Canberra abattoir has run 

on its effluent since the mid 1970's. Australia needs Nation building projects like the Snowy 

Mountains Hydro Scheme. Integrated bio energy and electric train systems in all major cities 

connected to regional hubs is the sensible solution. 2056! no think 2100. Australian city metro 

systems should have the same rolling stock manufactured by Australians the bio energy plants could 

be in all railway towns along the lines Bio fuel supplied by farmers giving them a regular income. 

These power plants could be manufactured by the former car manufacturer plants Fiat in Italy 



produce these power plants why not here? These concepts were developed by Dr Barry Commoner 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/barry-commoner-scientist-and-influential-

environmentalist-dies-at-95/2012/10/02/889c8c7c-0caa-11e2-a310-2363842b7057_story.html 

 

Sydney can be an a world leading sustainable city, but it doesn't need to be overpopulated. It's not 

just about how many people the city can accommodate. It is about amenity the current draft plan is 

flawed because it just continues the same old thinking.  There are better solutions if we can lift our 

thinking beyond just Sydney and self interest of politicians. Sustainable stewardship must underpin 

all we do, if we do not accept and recognise the mistakes of the past we are doomed to repeat 

them. 


