
27 April 2016 
 
 
Ms Sarah Hill 
Chief Executive Officer 
Greater Sydney Commission 
PO Box 257 
PARRAMATTA  NSW  2124 
 
 
Dear Ms Hill 
 
Draft West Central District Plan 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the draft West Central 
District Plan.  Sydney Olympic Park Authority (the Authority) acknowledges the 
importance placed on Sydney Olympic Park (the Park) within the District Plan as a 

 and its position within the Greater Parramatta and the Olympic 
Peninsula (GPOP). 
 
The Authority is currently finalising the Sydney Olympic Park Master Plan review, and its 
recommendations will allow for significant investment and growth in the Park.  
Specifically, the amended provisions will allow for an increase of an additional 23,500 
residents, 34,000 workers and 5,000 students, along with a growing number of park 
users for recreation, retail and events within and to and from the site by 2030. 
 
While the Authority has provided comments on all aspects of the draft West Central 
District Plan, its two critical issues relate to transport and access priorities and protection 
of conservation areas; specifically: 
 
 The need to prioritise public transport, such as the light rail and metro into the Park to 

support the future increase in residential, commercial and retail growth; and 
 

encroachment of active and passive recreation from surrounding developments. 
 
The Authority looks forward to working with the Greater Sydney Commission in order to 
finalise the draft West Central District Plan and realise its role as a productive, liveable 
and sustainable heart to Greater Sydney. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Charles Moore 
Chief Executive Officer 



 
 
   SUBMISSION 

DRAFT WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT PLAN 
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
Sydney Olympic Park Authority (the Authority) supports the development of the Greater 

Sydney Olympic Park as a strategic centre within Greater Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula 
(GPOP).  
 
Chapter 1 - Introduction 

List and the Greater Sydney Dashboard.  The Authority supports measuring and monitoring 
growth and tying this to infrastructure priorities to result in better development and growth 
outcomes.  The Authority has provided recommendations regarding these matters at page 
six (6). 
 
Chapter 2  Our Vision towards our greater Sydney 2056 
The Authority is currently finalising the Master Plan 2030 (2016 Review), which will provide 
for significant uplift and growth within Sydney Olympic Park (the Park).  In this respect, it is 
important that public transport into and out of the Park is prioritised so that this growth can be 
realised.  The Authority has provided recommendations regarding these matters at page 
seven (7). 
 
Chapter 3  A Productive City 

 
legacy is also acknowledged.  While the Authority is well positioned to deliver these 
outcomes, the prioritisation and positioning of the Sydney West Metro and Parramatta Light 
Rail would provide significant benefit to the Park.  Recommendations seeking input and 
representation into the Transport Strategy and GPOP Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy 
are included at page nine (9). 
 
Chapter 4  A Liveable City 
The Authority recognises that the Park provides both potential for housing and job growth 
and also maintains important open space, ecological and heritage significance.  The 
Authority is carefully maintaining this important balance, and has provided recommendations 
regarding its Master Plan, biodiversity and open space at page 12 and 13. 
 
Chapter 5  A Sustainable City 
Sydney Olympic Park is proud of its environmental legacy and invests significant effort into 
maintaining its sustainable approach to development, which has enabled the park to continue 
to achieve strategic conservation outcomes.  The Authority maintains sustainable energy and 
water solutions, namely its large scale integrated water recycling system and installation of 
its cogeneration energy plant.  Further, the Authority supports sustainable measures such as 
the concept of a green grid and improved waste management processes.  The Authority has 
provided recommendations regarding these matters at page 15.  
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Introduction 
 
Sydney Olympic Park Authority (the Authority), a NSW Government Statutory Authority as 
determined by the Sydney Olympic Park Authority Act (2001), is responsible for managing 
and developing the 640 hectares that comprise Sydney Olympic Park (the Park).  The Park is 

 delivering 
world class events that generate significant benefits for the NSW economy and providing 
lifestyle opportunities, jobs and sustainable living. 
 
The vision for Sydney Olympic Park is -class 
events, venues, parklands and a great place to live and work, built on its Olympic legacy in a 
sustainable way .  
 
The Authority has responsibility for the day-to-day management of public spaces within the 
Park including 430 hectares (ha) of parklands and seven sporting venues. Responsibility also 
includes the management of buildings, facilities and landscape assets; delivery of programs 
and events; enhancement of visitor experience; provision of sports and leisure facilities; 
conservation of water, energy and resources; protection of ecosystems, heritage and the 
environment; and general coordination of the orderly use and operation of the precinct. 
 
  Recently, Sydney Olympic Park has had: 
 

 Over 270,000 people visit in a single week when Adele and Justin Beiber performed  
which equates to more ; 
 

 The NSW Swifts and GWS Giants netball teams and the National Rugby League 
launch their seasons in the Park;  

 
 The highest visitation days in more than 5 years at the Aquatic Centre; 

 
 Large crowds visiting Art Express at Newington Armory; 

 
 Won the 'Regional Destination Marketing Organisation' state title for the third year in a 

row; 
 

 Mirvac launch the sales campaign for the first stage of their development of almost 
700 apartments on Australia Ave; and 

 
 Hosted the Australian Athletics Championships in which over 3,500 athletes 

competed. 
 
The Authority also manages the multiple demands of the annual Royal Easter Show which 
attracts close to a million visitors each year over 14 days. 
 
 
Sydney Olympic Park Authority Planning Context 
 
Principle statutory planning instruments that govern land use at the Park include (but is not  
limited to): 
 

 Sydney Olympic Park Authority Act (2001) 
 Sydney Olympic Park Master Plan 2030 (under review) 
 State Environmental Planning Policy  (State Significant Precincts) 2005 
 State Environmental Planning Policy (State and Regional Development) 2011 
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The New South Wales Minister for Planning is the consent authority for major developments 
within the Park. For development valued at less that $10million, the Authority is the 
delegated consent authority.  Whilst the Authority works closely with neighbouring Councils, 
local government does not have any role in approving developments within the Park. 
 
As the Park is becoming an even more desirable place to live, work and play, the precinct is 
continuing to grow and develop, under the guidance of Sydney Olympic Park Master Plan 
2030 (Master Plan 2030), as an internationally admired example of sustainable urban 
renewal and development.  In 2016, the Authority commenced a review of the Master Plan 
2030 to provide a comprehensive approach to the long-term development of the Park.  The 
Master Plan 2030 (Review 2016) proposes a mixed land use development strategy for the 
site, providing the precinct with both significant housing and employment opportunities whilst 
at the same time securing the Park as an international location for major sports, 
entertainment and educational events. 
 
The Master Plan 2030 (Review 2016) will see a substantial increase in dwelling provision, 
commercial office space and retail as summarised below: 
  

Today   Current   Reviewed 
   MP2030   MP2030 

Residents  2,100  14,000   23,500 
Dwellings  820  6,000   10,700 
Jobs   18,000  31,500   34,000 
Students  1,300  5,000   5,000 
Retail     33,000m2   100,000m2 
 
Total development 480,000 m2 1,500,000m2  1,960,000m2 

 
 
Submission to the West Central District Plan 
 
The Authority welcomes the Greater Sydney C s (GSC) West Central District Plan 
and the importance it has placed on Sydney Olympic Park as a strategic centre within 

productivity, liveability and sustainability.  
 
The Authority also acknowledges the Park Lifestyle Super Precinct  
within the GPOP, and looks forward to working with the GSC to identify the infrastructure 
needs and conservation constraints experienced by the Park. 
 
The following submission provides a detailed response to the West Central District Plan, 
however the two crucial issues the Authority would like the GSC to immediately consider 
include: 
 

1.  Traffic and Transport 
 

The Park has been identified in the West Central District Plan as; 
; a world class event location; a residential growth area; an economic centre 

with the potential to provide increased job growth; and also as a regional recreational 
area. 

 
This is very much in line with the Master Plan 2030 (Review 2016) and the Authority 
has confidence that this can be delivered. However significant investment and 
prioritisation of the Park for public transport infrastructure is required in order to 
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deliver these competing land uses in a balanced and successful manner.  The 
Authority urges the GSC to consider district planning for other new and innovative 
sustainable transport options. 
 
The announcement that the Park would not be included in Phase 1 of the Parramatta 
Light Rail construction was very disappointing for the Authority, residents and 
businesses of the Park and visitors alike.  We urge the GSC to view the GPOP 
holistically when working with other State Government departments and councils in 
planning for future transport projects and request that urgent attention is given to the 
Park for the provision of increased public transport including ferries, buses, and both 
light and heavy rail in particular Parramatta Light Rail and the recently announced 
Sydney West Metro lines.  
 
The Authority anticipates that by 2030 there will be a requirement to move an 
additional 23,500 residents, 34,000 workers and 5,000 students, along with a growing 
number of park users for recreation, retail and events within and to and from the site. 
This does not include the additional pressures of traffic movements anticipated from 
the neighbouring developments of Carter Street Priority Precinct, Wentworth Point, 
Rhodes and Homebush. 
 
In this regard, the Authority encourages the GSC to champion the case for improving 
the traffic and transport infrastructure of the whole Olympic Peninsular, given the 

 being the OP in 
GPOP. 
 
 

Key Recommendations 
 

1. Sydney West Metro  The Authority recommends that the planning and approval 
process should immediately commence for a Sydney CBD to Parramatta CBD 
Metro line which includes Sydney Olympic Park as a key destination. 

2. Parramatta Light Rail  The Authority recommends that Stage 2 of the Parramatta 
Light Rail project is urgently required and should be fast tracked. 

    
 
 
2. Role of Sydney Olympic Parklands 

 
Sydney Olympic Park comprises 430ha of which 180ha is available for 
recreational public open spaces such as playing fields, lawns, picnic areas and 

s 
that contain threatened species habitats and are managed for conversation purposes.  
This remaining 250ha has a very low visitor carrying capacity and is sensitive to the 
impacts of development throughout the peninsular. 
 
The Authority 
into the future to protect and enhance the Authority parklands. Since 1988 the Park
parklands have been developed as a regional open space system with a primary 
focus on balancing environmental conservation and the recreational and leisure 
needs of the community.  
 
In terms of the P  facilities such as Bicentennial Park and 
Blaxland Riverside Park are either currently at or beyond recreational carrying 
capacity during peak conditions, while other precincts such as Wentworth Common 
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and Newington Armory have some limited additional capacity but require significant 
extra capital funding to increase recreation amenity and expand facilities. 
 
Accelerating growth in the sub-regional residential populations within the Park urban 
core and multiple  the parklands are now 
placing extra demand on these parklands to also function as both and 
open spaces. While the Master Plan 2030 had been designed to ensure that the 
surrounding parklands have the carrying capacity and protection they need into the 
future, the Authority has noticed that neighbouring sites, for instance at Wentworth 
Point, Homebush and the proposed Carter Street Priority Precinct, are also becoming 
increasingly high density residential developments that are not providing adequate 
open space proposals.  The lack of useable green open space within these 
developments will put additional pressure on the Authority  parklands.  The GSC 
should ensure that the Sydney Olympic parklands are not used in any open space 
provision calculations for new development outside the Park.  
 
By 2030, without considerable effort and investment in green open space by 
developers and Councils across the Central West District, the Authority  parklands 
will be beyond its carrying capacity and value as a recreational and conservation 
areas. 

 
 

Key Recommendations 
 

3. Parklands  The Authority supports the increasing need for both active and 
passive open space.  Currently the Park provides a significant amount of open 
space which is used by the local and regional community.  The Authority requests 
that the GSC ensure that provision for adequate open space areas are catered for 
through new developments and that proximity to Sydney Olympic Park is not 
relied on to cater for this growth. 
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Chapter 1  Introduction 
 
1.2 Implementation 
 

 The Authority supports the position that growth needs to be closely aligned 
with land use planning and infrastructure investment, and as such supports the 
initiative to develop an Annual Infrastructure Priority List.   

 
The Master Plan 2030 (2016 Review) provides for significant growth within the Park 
and this will need to be supported by necessary infrastructure.  The Authority would 
therefore seek to provide input into the Annual Infrastructure Priority List. 
 

 The Authority supports the development of the Greater Sydney Dashboard, and 
believes it could be a useful tool to measure growth.  The Authority should also be 
included under the reporting regime as significant growth, including residential, retail 
and commercial is expected to occur.  Further, additional details are required to 
understand how these measures and metrics will be used to deliver outcomes, for 
example will they inform where additional funding, infrastructure or transport priorities 
may occur? 
 
 

Recommendations 
 

4. The Authority should be invited to contribute to the Annual Infrastructure Priority 
List in Action IM1. 

5. Explanation around the purpose of what indicators will be measured and 
commitments to outcomes from these indicators measured in the Greater Sydney 
Dashboard need to be outlined (Action IM3). 

6. Action IM4 should be expanded to include the Authority as significant growth is 
anticipated within the Sydney Olympic Park boundary. 

    
 
 
 

Chapter 2  Our Vision towards our Greater Sydney 2056 
 
The once-in-a-generation opportunity  

 
 The Authority is working to hard to ensure that GPOP, specifically Sydney Olympic 

Park  
 

The Authority is currently finalising the Master Plan 2030 (2016 Review) and this plan 
will provide significant uplift and growth as shown in the table below: 
 

Today   Current   Reviewed 
   MP2030   MP2030 

Residents  2,100  14,000   23,500 
Dwellings  820  6,000   10,700 
Jobs   18,000  31,500   34,000 
Students  1,300  5,000   5,000 
Retail     33,000m2   100,000m2 
 
Total development 480,000 m2 1,500,000m2  1,960,000m2 
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Recommendations 
 

7. That GSC considers public transport holistically for the Greater Parramatta and 
Sydney Olympic Park (GPOP) precinct and that urgent attention is given to Sydney 
Olympic Park to cater for increasing demand.  

8. That the Sydney Olympic Park Authority is consulted early on when considering 
public transport initiatives, projects and options. 

9. That GSC consider this significant growth in terms of infrastructure requirements, 
in particular need for significant improvement in transport and access 
infrastructure to and from the site. 

    
 
  

Chapter 3  A Productive City 
 

3.1.2 Access to jobs 
 

 The Park is identified within the District Plan as not only a Lifestyle Precinct , but 
along with Norwest a defined , which contains the largest proportion 
of knowledge-intensive jobs.  As such, the Authority highlights the need to prioritise 
access and transport infrastructure upgrades to the Park to ensure that the 
commercial growth can be accessed in a sustainable manner.  In particular, the 
Authority needs to be actively involved in the planning and locating of the proposed 
Parramatta Light Rail and the Metro West as early on as possible. 

 
3.1.3 Economic opportunities 
 

 The Authority acknowledges the District Plan priority growth areas and notes the Park 
has been 
global connections and competitiveness for the Central City. The Authority s Master 
Plan (2016 Review) supports economic development in a sustainable manner for 
GPOP and the West Central District however key infrastructure, particularly 
sustainable transport, is required to support these growth areas. 

 
3.2.1 GPOP 
 

 It is noted that the Park is identified as a Lifestyle Super Precinct  within the GPOP.  
While the Authority accepts this descriptor, it is important that the role the Park can 
play as a hub of innovation, employment, education and environmental sustainability 
is not diminished.  The Authority agrees that collaboration is essential between State 
Agencies and Local Government and would appreciate GSC as the driver for holistic 
planning across the GPOP. As noted in this section, there are a variety of important 
precinct redevelopments around the Park, along with major public events, which puts 
increasing pressure on existing assets, services, open space and environmental 
conservation areas.  

 
3.2.2 Strategic centres supporting the Central City 

 
 The Sydney West Metro has the potential to create exceptional opportunities for the 

Park.  As such, it is vital that the Authority is included in early discussions, particularly 
given that we are currently reviewing our Master Plan 2030, this would allow for the 
alignment of future station locations with complementary land uses.  
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3.2.4  Enhancing connections to the emerging Western City 
 

 Given the nature of large and small scale sporting, music and recreation events that 
occur at the Park, and the emerging tourism nature of the the Park, it would seem 
reasonable to consider benefits to providing easy connections from the planned 
Western Sydney Airport directly to the Park. 

 
3.3.1 Plan for the growth of centres 
 

 The Park has been identified in the District Plan as a Strategic Centre  with the 
baseline job target being 45,000 jobs by 2036 (with 46,500 as a higher estimate).  
However, the Master Plan 2030 (2016 Review) estimates that by 2030 there will be 
34,000 workers within the Park by 2030.  The Authority  estimates are based on the 
potential take-up of the amended planning provisions which will allow an increase in 
commercial and retail uses.  
 
The draft District Plan should be consistent with the Authority   

 
economy with smart jobs 

 
 The Park is experiencing changes with regard to the types of buildings being 

proposed and therefore has the potential to provide flexible workspaces to cater for 
various innovative industries.  The Authority would support the GSC identifying the 
Park as a location that could provide for an innovative job cluster. 

 
3.4.1 Planning priorities for strategic and district centres 
 

 The Authority seeks to reiterate that the Park has the potential to accommodate 
significant economic growth equating to increased job growth and as such is 
considered a key strategic centre

public transport access to the Park is acknowledged and prioritised.  In addition, the 
draft plan should be updated with a profile section quantifying the future growth in the 
Park. 

 
 Productivity Priority 3:  The Authority is consistent with this priority, specifically with 

the provisions of increasing retail and establishing distinctive commercial cores with 
our precincts to deliver job creation. 

 
3.5 Improving access to a greater number of jobs and centres within 30 mins 
 

 The Authority supports investment in upgrading public transport infrastructure to 
promote accessibility within the West Central District  not only for work purposes, but 
also to encourage use of public transport for entertainment and recreational 
purposes.  
 

 Sydney Metro West  The Authority supports being identified as a key precinct to be 
serviced by the Sydney Metro West. 
 

3.7 Attracting employment and urban services activity 
 

 Productivity Priority 9: Protect and support employment and urban services  
Given the level of development and growth anticipated to occur at the Park, and the 
fact that the location does not contain Industrial zoned land, the Authority recognises 
the importance of protecting and conserving the land available to ensure the functions 
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that occur on these lands can be maintained within the district for the new residents 
and workers that will be attracted to the area. 

 
 
Recommendations 
 

10. The Authority recommends that Transport for NSW establishes a collaborative 
approach to the preparation of the 
consultation with and inclusion of representatives from the Authority.   

11. It is requested that Authority representatives be included in the planning and 
preparation of the GPOP Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy which is intended 
to be led by the Department of Planning and Environment. 

    
  
 

Chapter 4  A Liveable City 
 
4.3.3 Deliver West Central -year housing supply target 
 

 The Authority is planning for significant residential growth, and this is being reflected 
in the Master Plan 2030 (2016 Review).  It is unclear if the additional 10,000 
dwellings that the Authority is expecting to deliver within the next 5 to 10 years is 

the Park has the potential to deliver up to 
nearly half that target.  
 
This section focuses on Local Government meeting housing targets, it would be 
valuable to add Sydney Olympic Park  under a separate heading in this section and 
highlight the additional dwelling capacity that is being made available.  
 

4.3.5  Create housing capacity in the West Central District 
 

Parramatta Local Government Area 
 

 The draft plan identifies Parramatta Council as responsible for progressing and 
finalising the Sydney Olympic Park Master Plan 2030 (2016 Review).  This Master 
Plan review is being undertaken by the Authority, in consultation with the Department 
of Planning and Environment.   

 
Further, the Carter Street Priority Precinct is located adjacent to the Park and as such 
the Authority is heavily involved in the delivery of this precinct  specifically given that 
access from the proposed Hill Road off ramp will impact land within the Park
boundary.  The Authority recommends that the draft plan reflect the planning work 
that is being undertaken by the Authority under separate heading. 
 

 The Authority would suggest reviewing Figure 4-12 and consider areas of housing 
growth, including Wentworth Point, Camellia and Parramatta Road Urban Strategy 
south of Parramatta Road. 
 

4.4.4  Deliver Affordable Housing 
 

 The Authority notes Liveability Priority 3: a GPOP affordable rental housing target of 
5% to 10% and looks forward to working with the GSC on Action L7: preparation of a 
guidance note on Affordable Rental Housing targets. 
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4.6  Create great places 
 

 The Park is NSW  premier sports and entertainment precinct, and provides 
economic and social benefits as such: 

 hosting major sports and music events to which regional and international 
visitors also attend; 

 hosting the annual Royal Easter Show which is reported to generate $500 
million towards the NSW economy; and 

 a place where both Sydneysiders and visitors to Sydney can celebrate major 
social and cultural events that form part of their lives. 

 
The Master Plan 2030 (2016 Review) will provide more options to increase capacity 
to cater for these world-class events and further, to activate areas within the Park to 
maintain interest in the Park during non-event periods.  
 

 Given the work being undertaken by the Authority with regard to activation and 
growth, the Authority would like clarification surrounding what the GSC intention is 
with regard 
events and activate public spaces, using permanent and temporary place making 

.   
 

 Further, while the Authority has the facilities and expertise to host additional city-scale 
events, we again emphasise the importance of providing public transport 
infrastructure to ease congestion into and out of these events.   
 

4.6.1 Provide design-led planning 
 

 The Authority -led planning 
to produce good urban land use outcomes.  In this respect, for new development 
proposals of a significant size or nature, the Authority takes advice from an 
independent Design Review Panel prior to granting development consent, or 
landowners consent if the application is to be lodged with the Department of Planning 
and Environment. 

 
The Authority is currently reviewing the terms and composition of its Design Review 
Panel, and will look to incorporate the seven principles of the Draft Policy on Urban 
Design and Architecture into its process.  Further, the Authority has incorporated a 
design excellence provision into its Master Plan 2030 which allows for FSR bonuses 
subject to the Design Review Panel agreeing that a proposal has achieved design 
excellence.   
 

4.6.2 Plan for safe and healthy places 
 

The Authority strongly supports Livability Priority 5: Facilitate the development of safe 
and healthy places.  In this respect, the Authority is looking at measures to remove 
prescriptive sustainability provisions from the current Master Plan 2030 and require 
that all future developments achieve a green star rating to encourage market 
competition and innovation. The minimum 4 star would apply. By strengthening the 
links between sustainability and the design excellence process, the Authority has the 
potential to create a greater incentive to deliver developments that achieve higher 
sustainability. 
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4.6.3  Enhance walking and cycling connections 
 

 The Master Plan 2030 (2016 Review) targets a 40% non-car modal share, and has 
an aspirational target of 60% if the Sydney West Metro project is confirmed.  

 
 The Park currently comprises of 35km of safe cycling pathways consisting of three 

main circuits which is used by up to 80,000 cyclists each month.  The Authority 
supports enhancing walking and cycling connections, and is currently working with 
adjacent councils to improve this network beyond the Park.  
 

 A district approach to planning cycle paths and other sustainable transport modes is 
paramount to reduced car travel and the Authority looks forward to working with the 
GSC to improve active and public transport into the future. 
 

4.7.1 Conserve and enhance environmental heritage including Aboriginal, European 
and natural 
 

 The Authority requests that the Newington Armament Depot and Nature Reserve, the 
Olympic Cauldron and Abattoir Precinct also be acknowledged as examples of a 
State Heritage Register listed items in this section.  

 
 The Authority would like to highlight that the Park

beyond the wetlands of Bicentennial Park.  Of the 430 
180 hectares is used for recreational public open spaces, including playing fields, 
lawns, picnic areas and playgrounds.  The remainder of 
wetlands and grassland habitat that are threatened species habitats, managed for 
conservation purposes with very low visitor carrying capacity. 
 

4.7.2  Support the creative arts and culture 
 

 It should be noted by the GSC that the Park has the biggest collection of large-scale 
site-specific public art in Australia, with more than 50 pieces adorning the Park and 

 
cultural history and features works relating to the early industrial uses of the site and 
the 2000 Olympic Games plus more recent inspirational pieces produced on-site by 
our creative community. 
 

 The Authority supports Liveability Priority 8: Foster the creative arts and culture. Arts 
and culture play a vital role in contributing to the spirit and identity of the Park. The 
diverse range of activities in the arts program, including the successful Armory 
Gallery, encourages artistic engagement and participat
reputation as a place with a unique creative spirit. 
 

 Further, the Park is becoming a preferred location for major film productions.  It can 
provide large floor plate buildings needed for film and television production and also 
has the associated infrastructure, such as food, recreation and accommodation, 
required to support the temporary increase in population during filming and editing. 

 
4.7.3  Create opportunities for more recreation and community facilities 
 

 The Authority supports providing a range of recreational facilities to act as local and 
regional open space.  Many existing recreation facilities such as Bicentennial Park 
and Blaxland Riverside Park are either at or beyond recreational carrying capacity 
and other recreation facilities such as Wentworth Common and Newington Armory 
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have some limited additional capacity, however require significant extra capital 
funding in order to expand the facilities. 

 
The Authority also notes with regard to sporting facilities, there has been a tendency 
for developers to exploit the proximity of their developments to the Park as 
justification for not making appropriate provision for new sporting facilities.  It would 
seem that sporting facilities are in short supply in the district and additional provision 
is required to ensure adequate facilities can be delivered. 

 
4.8.2  Plan to meet the demand for school facilities 
 

 Given the growth anticipated not only within the Park, but also in the surrounding 
precincts of Wentworth Point and the developing Carter Street Precinct, the Authority 
anticipates the need for additional educational facilities.  The Authority will engage 
with the Department of Education regarding possible options for new primary and 
secondary education facilities. 

 
 The Authority also anticipates the potential for additional tertiary educational facilities 

to be developed in the Park.  Currently the 
Park; University of Western Sydney; Charles Sturt University; Australian College of 
Physical Education; Endeavour College of Natural Health and Martin Business 
College.  

 
 Support from the GSC in planning for appropriate and well planned educational 

facilities throughout the West Central District will be imperative to supporting future 
generations of children being raised in the newly formed residential communities 
within the District. 

  
4.8.8  Plan for emergency services 
 

 As a result of the proposed development at the Carter Street Priority Precinct, the 
Rural Fire Service headquarters will be required to vacate their current premises.  
The Authority is working with RFS to help accommodate the service within the Park. 
 

 The Authority works closely with emergency services in the staging of events and 
also counter-terrorism. The Park is also a nominated mass evacuation area during 
state emergencies, and has provided support, accommodation and facilities to 
emergency service workers during the 2013 Blue Mountains bushfires. 
 
 

Recommendations 
 

12. The Authority recommends that Sydney Olympic Park be included under separate 
heading with regard to housing targets, and further be included in Liveability 
Priority 1 alongside councils. 

13. The Authority recommends that Action L3 be expanded to include Sydney Olympic 
Park Authority under separate heading and identify matters including the Master 
Plan 2030 (2016 Review), our input in the Carter Street Priority Precinct and the 
delivery of specific housing targets.   

14. The Authority requests the draft District Plan be amended to correctly identify 
Sydney Olympic Park as the Authority responsible for the Sydney Olympic Park 
Master Plan 2030 (216 Review). 

15. The Authority 
 

16. Include the Newington Armament Depot and Nature Reserve, the Olympic 
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Cauldron and the Abattoir Precinct in section 4.7.1. 
17. Acknowledge the important role Sydney Olympic Park plays in protecting 

biodiversity values in the West Central District. 
18. The Authority be represented on the GSC working group led by Office of Sport to 

help prepare a District Sport & Recreation Participation Strategy  and Sport and 
Recreation Facility Plan (p.125) 

19. Confirm the Terms of Reference for the Office of Sport working group to also 
address participation and funding for passive (ie non-organised sport) facilities. 

20. Support from the GSC in planning for appropriate and well planned educational 
facilities throughout the West Central District will be imperative. 

     
 
 
 

Chapter 5  A Sustainable City 
 

 
 

 GPOP: an exemplar sustainable place  Sydney Olympic Park is renowned for its 
environmental legacy as in Olympic history. The Authority 
continues to invest significant effort into its sustainable approach to development.  
We are continuing to improve sustainable delivery of built form through the 
consideration of requiring all future developments to achieve a green star rating.  The 
Authority expects this will encourage market competition and innovation. 

 
The Authority appreciates acknowledgement of our sustainable water cycle systems, 
and would be pleased to share our experiences and information with other councils in 
the West Central District to assist in overall improvement. 
 

5.4  Protecting and enhancing biodiversity 
 

 The Authority strongly supports the objectives of strategic conservation planning, in 
particular we are constantly improving measures to protect threatened species and 
threatened ecological communities that exist within the parklands such as the Green 
and Golden Bell Frog and White Bellied Sea Eagles.  The increasing pressure placed 
on these areas through residential development must be considered when planning 
for development across the district.  

 
The Authority implores the GSC to consider the protection of natural areas when 
reviewing planning proposals within the GPOP and broader District with a view to 
guarantee more open space at a local level to relieve pressure on regional parks and 
maintain regional biodiversity values. 

 
 The Authority manages over 430 hectares of natural environment within its 

Parklands.  Extensive GIS data is available with regard to these areas and the 
Authority would be amenable to sharing this information with the GSC to assist in 
better protection and conservation of these areas. 
 

 The biodiversity offsets scheme as part of the newly introduced Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 2016 has considerably weakened assessment methods with no 
direct like-for-like offsetting requirements. The Authority is concerned that the option 
to pay money in lieu of an actual offset result in a loss of threatened species and 
communities. It is understood that the GSC can not change this legislation however 
we ask the GSC to encourage like-for-like offsetting with developers where protection 
of the natural environment can not be undertaken as the first priority. 
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 The Authority supports the concept of a green grid and reduction of the urban heat 

island effect across Metropolitan Sydney. 
 

 Since 1988 the Park a regional open space 
system with a primary focus on balancing environmental conservation and the 
recreational and leisure needs of the community.   

 
 Accelerating growth in sub-regional residential populations within the Park urban core 

and multiple  
placing extra demand on this parklands to also function to also function   

 
 

 
the Park as a 

regional park would be a considerable portion of this 58%, it should be noted that only 
180ha of the 430ha of open space that the Authority manages is for active and 
passive recreation.  The majority (250ha) is bushland, wetlands and protected 
habitats that are not available to recreational purposes.  This should be considered by 
the GSC when assessing development proposals, and not used in any open space 
calculations or leverage for developments outside of the Park. 

 
5.7 Waste Management 
 

 The Authority supports Sustainability Priority 11: Support opportunities for District 
Waste Management.  There are few waste management facilities remaining with the 
Sydney Metro region and many are already at capacity.   The Authority would 
encourage the GSC to identify and secure land through planning instruments for 
future waste management centres, particularly for waste to energy and alternative 
waste treatment facilities. Other options for waste management, such as transporting 
to landfills in regional NSW are not a sustainable solution.  

 
5.7.2  Energy and Water 
 

 The Authority has been actively working towards sustainable energy and water 
solutions since before the Olympic Games in 2000. Of note is the Authority Water 
Reclamation and Management Scheme (WRAMS) which is a large scale integrated 
urban water system incorporating collection and treatment of sewage; collection, 
treatment and storage of stormwater; supply of recycled water for non-drinking uses 
to all residents, commercial premises and sporting venues  and is capable of 
servicing a population of approximately 20,000 people. This is an iconic integrated 
water management system and the Authority would encourage all new developments 
to follow suit. 

 
 Similarly, the Authority buildings and facilities are designed and managed to minimise 

energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. Significant numbers of carpark 
lights have been upgraded in the past five years. A cogeneration plant was installed 
in the Aquatic Centre which and has resulted in significant energy savings at that 
venue. Solar power is generated and fed into 
Olympic Boulevard, and at the Education Centre, Newington Armory. Solar-power is 
also used in remote areas of the Park to operate leachate pumps, pathway lights and 
car park ticket dispensers. 
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 The Authority supports the implementation of the NSW Climate Change Policy 
Framework, and as such seeks to be included in partnership with other State 
agencies and local councils. 

 
 
Recommendations 
 

21. That the GSC ensure that development throughout the GPOP, and entire West 
Central District, includes adequate green open space for passive and active 
recreation at the local level in order to protect Sydney Olympic Park as a regional 
park, whilst at the same time preserving the environmental conservation value of 
the natural areas of these parklands.   

22. That the GSC ensure that development for new residential areas outside Sydney 
Olympic Park does not include the Park as part of the open space provision. 

23. The Authority recommends that the Central West District Plan includes site 

Sydney Metropolitan area. 
24. The Authority seeks to be included in discussions regarding the implementation of 

the NSW Climate Change Policy Framework.    
 




