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31 March 2017 

Greater Sydney Commission  
PO Box 257 Parramatta 2124 
info@gsc.nsw.gov.au

Dear Chief Commissioner Lucy Turnbull AO 

We welcome the opportunity to provide a submission to the Greater Sydney Commission’s Draft 
District Plans. As you are aware, Sydney Water is a strong supporter of the Greater Sydney 
Commission. We are appreciative of what has been achieved and what can be achieved with a 
focus on collaboration and city/ catchment outcomes. 

We support the vision for Greater Sydney that is expressed in the Plans and the proposed 
amendment to the Regional Strategic Plan.  

As outlined in this submission, we are extremely keen to work with GSC to further improve the 
District Plans, and deliver key elements of the Plans.  

Yours sincerely  

Kevin Young 

Attachment: Sydney Water’s detailed submission on the Draft District Plans 
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Introduction and summary of our submission 

Sydney Water supports the Greater Sydney Commission’s (GSC’s) District Plans and the vision for 
Greater Sydney.  

We appreciate the alignment and co-ordination the District Plans, and the proposed amendment to 
the Regional Strategic Plan, give to NSW’s urban planning system. We welcome the opportunity to 
provide a submission. 

Water, considered as part of a complete water cycle, is essential to achieving the Plans’ vision for 
a productive, liveable and sustainable city.  

Expert water management underpins the unique identity of the three cities envisioned in the 
Regional Plan – the Harbour City, the River City and the Western Garden City, which sits next to 
Sydney’s iconic Hawkesbury Nepean River – to be realised. 

Our submission focuses on opportunities to strengthen the District Plans and demonstrates how 
our leadership – and ability to work collaboratively with others – can help GSC successfully 
implement the Plans. 

This submission also confirms our continued commitment to a stronger working relationship 
between Sydney Water, GSC and other key stakeholders.  

We offer our expertise and leadership in strategic water planning and management to realise the 
Plans’ vision for our future Sydney.  

Key aspects of this submission include: 

1. Sydney Water’s investments to service customers and accommodate growth
2. How we’re evolving to realise greater benefits for customers, their communities and the

local environment
3. Benefits and challenges of integrated water and land use planning
4. Our contribution to developing the blue-green grid
5. Improving the Plans with clear objectives – especially for water 
6. Our contribution to strategic water planning
7. Sydney Water’s leadership of South Creek catchment water management
8. Recommendations on water targets, recycling, energy and resilience
9. Overview of our contribution to achieving the Plans, and next steps.
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1. Sydney Water’s investments to service customers and accommodate 
growth 

Sydney Water is Australia’s largest water and wastewater service provider. We have over 4.9 
million customers across Sydney, the Blue Mountains and Illawarra. We are committed to planning 
and providing the high-quality water services that will support Sydney’s growth.  

We are investing $2.2 billion between 2016 and 2020 to upgrade, maintain and expand assets so 
we can cater for new customers and emerging communities. A significant part of this investment -  
a commitment of $800 million - is dedicated to supporting new growth, mostly in Sydney's North 
West and South West priority growth areas. Over the same four years, we will spend $3.9 billion 
operating our network across Sydney, the Illawarra and Blue Mountains.  

With our project partners, we have the experience and capability to continue to deliver affordable, 
reliable, high quality services across Greater Sydney, at an efficient and equitable cost.  

2. How we’re evolving to realise greater benefits for customers, their 
communities and the local environment 

Enabling the urban outcomes envisioned in the District Plans will require a step change in the way 
Greater Sydney manages its whole water cycle, and integrates it with land planning. As our city 
grows, becomes more densely populated and expands, we face increasingly significant water 
management challenges, likely to include: 

 improving waterway health in the face of development impacts 

 making healthy waterways and high quality greenspaces more accessible to communities 
 better managing flood risk 

 enabling urban cooling and greening 

 building networks that are resilient in the face of climate change 
 continuing our essential business of maintaining high quality drinking water. 

Sydney Water is adapting our planning and the way we provide water services to better meet the 
needs of a growing and changing Greater Sydney. 

We are funding a Water Sensitive Urban Design capacity building program called SPLASH.  
SPLASH is improving the ability of planners in Sydney Water and local councils to apply Water 
Sensitive Urban Design principles. Better technical knowledge gives planners and regulators 
greater confidence in the performance and costs of solutions, making it more likely that innovative 
approaches are designed and funded. 

We are committed to the NSW Government’s Water Smart Cities partnership project with a focus 
on using its practical learnings to continually improve and refine our water planning, and in the 
meantime, are committed to delivering robust solutions as highlighted in the examples below. 



Sydney Water’s submission on the Greater Sydney Commission’s draft District Plans  

Western City planning

Challenges Opportunities Results

The growth of Western Sydney, 
including the development of Western 
Sydney’s airport, presents economic 
opportunities and new challenges in 
managing water and maintaining 
waterway health. Challenges in the 
Western City include fast rates of 
greenfield growth across an expansive 
geographical area, very hot summer 
temperatures, and rainfall that is lower 
than in other parts of Sydney. Urban 
development will increase pressure on 
the health of local creeks and regional 
waterways such as the Hawkesbury 
Nepean River and South Creek. We 
will also have to consider stormwater 
volumes and flood risks. 

Through our Western Sydney Regional 
Masterplan, we’re investigating in detail 
a range of servicing pathways and 
opportunities, focused around South 
Creek. We are looking at opportunities 
for beneficial wastewater and 
stormwater reuse to provide water for 
heat mitigation and irrigation of green 
space. In our Macarthur Strategy, we’ve 
examined the total water balance for 
the area and opportunities for beneficial 
reuse. We’re also evaluating a range of 
wastewater management options, from 
local treatment to transfer outside the 
catchment. Stormwater will be a 
significant issue for local waterways, 
and we’re investigating pathways for 
maintaining their water quality and 
protecting environmental and social 
values.

This work will result in a set of 
regional servicing concepts that 
realise the vision for the Western City 
with integrated urban water 
management. Implementing our 
preferred servicing options will result 
in better outcomes for local 
waterways and the Hawkesbury 
Nepean river, enable access to 
sufficient water to create a garden 
city, and help create high quality 
greenspaces and waterway corridors. 

Greater Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula (GPOP) planning 

Challenges Opportunities Results

Challenges in the GPOP area include 
high rates of infill development and 
population growth, transformation and 
increasing density of existing suburbs, 
the likely need to augment water 
services in the future, and a strong 
community desire to improve water 
quality in the Parramatta River.  

Opportunities include the creation of 
new urban precincts in GPOP and 
smarter use of water. We are planning 
an integrated servicing solution 
encompassing water supply, 
wastewater and stormwater, and 
exploring opportunities to use 
stormwater and recycled water for 
providing greater benefits to the 
community. We are investigating a 
range of funding solutions to enable 
this. We are leading waterway health 
investigations and strategy. We will 
work with GSC, local government, and 
other agencies to find exciting ways of 
linking waterways and greenspaces to 
form important elements of the blue 
green grid. 

If we can implement our preferred 
options, results will include creation of 
a more liveable central city, cost 
effective deferral of water and 
wastewater augmentation (which 
reduces bill pressure for customers), 
the availability of alternative water 
sources to create green public 
spaces, and delivery of important 
parts of the blue green grid.  

Good strategic planning will maximize 
recreation opportunities in the 
Parramatta River.
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3. Benefits and challenges of integrated water and land use planning  

Smarter planning and new ways of providing water services will deliver broader benefits to 
customers, while providing local sources of water to meet community needs. There is also potential 
to defer augmentation of water and wastewater assets (enabling more cost effective servicing for 
customers). New approaches may help future proof our systems in the face of an uncertain 
development front. 

While new approaches to water servicing often have broader social and economic benefits, they 
may have higher up-front financial costs.  

Sydney Water and other stakeholders must continually evaluate and improve the way we provide 
evidence of the benefits of new forms of water management. This enables us to understand if 
increased financial costs are justifiable and lets us soundly demonstrate that we are servicing 
customers efficiently. We must improve our ability to identify optimal investment in water services 
by applying broader economic analysis of costs and benefits, and by better co-ordinating urban 
planning and infrastructure investment. 

New ways of servicing are also likely to require additional land to enable low impact stormwater 
and wastewater management. Constraints on space will affect urban form - while delivering better 
local water management, well maintained green space, and connecting communities with 
waterways and green corridors will require land.  

There will be difficult trade-offs made when Greater Sydney plans how to accommodate more high 
quality growth, while maintaining environmental quality and social equity. Planning can enable 
better provision of quality open space with increased density. To make good decisions, we must be 
able to better account for the benefits green space and local waterway corridors also deliver for 
flood management, urban cooling and improved amenity.  

To support this journey, Sydney Water is developing several targeted “lighthouse projects” to 
explore and demonstrate what future water services in Sydney might entail. Lighthouse Projects 
are symbols of change with a two-fold purpose – to help us to learn and adapt by doing things 
differently, and to build capability to deliver future-focused water services. 

We look forward to continued collaboration with GSC, both to develop an overall Water Masterplan 
for Sydney, that integrates mapping of land use and water management, and as the Lighthouse 
Projects move to implementation. 

4. Our contribution to developing the blue-green grid  

The blue green grid is a key component of the Plans, and we strongly support it.  
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Our current approach to managing our network of stormwater trunk drains, canals and pipes, 
seeks to enhance community access, provide opportunities for recreation and active transport, 
improve riparian habitat, and provide flood protection.  

We are currently investing over $100 million in significant creek naturalisation projects in Sydney’s 
Inner-West, Rockdale, and North West to improve amenity and waterway health, and support the 
development of blue green corridors.  

In Elizabeth Macarthur Creek in the North West our pilot precinct-level stormwater harvesting 
project is investigating ways to protect creeks from increased volumes of urban stormwater. 

We have identified other opportunities: half the stormwater catchments in the GPOP area are 
declared Sydney Water stormwater catchments, so we are working with key stakeholders to 
identify opportunities to improve waterways and public access to Duck Creek, Duck River, 
Haslams Creek, and identified swimming sites in the Parramatta River. Similar opportunities exist 
in the Inner South, North Sydney and in the urban activation areas near Liverpool, and related to 
the Sydney Metro rail line.  

We believe there are significant opportunities to provide sustainable water sources for irrigation in 
the Western City’s green grid. There are also opportunities for new servicing approaches and blue 
green connections in the South Creek corridor and we are in a strong position to contribute to the 
leadership of this work. We discuss our contribution to management of South Creek in section 8. 

We commit to strengthening existing partnerships with Councils, GSC, and Department of Planning 
and Environment (DPE) to investigate, shape and deliver these valuable opportunities. 

5. Improving the Plans with clear objectives – especially for water 

We are pleased the important sustainability priorities “protecting the District’s waterways”, and 
“maintaining and improving water quality and waterway health” have been included in the 
District Plans. It is very encouraging that the Plans have clearly recognised that waterway health is 
essential to meeting the regions’ needs and aspirations.  

The Plans’ priorities will more effectively drive action if they are expressed as very specific 
objectives for waterways in each District.  

Specific objectives will ensure all water managers, infrastructure providers, and participants in the 
land planning and development system can work towards common objectives. It will help 
participants who work within our existing urban water governance structures fund and deliver better 
outcomes.  

Specific targets for waterways in each District should address: 

 waterway values  

 existing uses  
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 water quality required to meet community values and uses (for example, swimming, boating 
or other recreational activities) 

 community needs, expectations and aspirations for the future 

 ecological function, as a natural or modified ecosystem and 
 hydrology required to support ecological needs of waterways, maintain water quality and 

maintain channel stability. 

A recent example of a waterway objective which has incorporated social, and environmental values 
is “Our living river – let’s make Parramatta River swimmable again by 2025”. A specific target to 
define this could be expressed as “reduce enterococci levels to allow open water swimming at 
three sites on the river whilst ensuring existing sites maintain or improve”.

Sydney Water has been working with the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) to develop a 
nutrient management strategy for the Hawkesbury Nepean River. We have developed the 
objective of “A healthy Hawkesbury Nepean River in a growing city at a reasonable cost to 
customers”.

More detailed objectives have previously been captured by the NSW Water Quality and River Flow 
Objectives, and developed by the Healthy Rivers Commission – these can be updated and 
adopted by the District Plans, in consideration of more recent work such as the Australian and New 
Zealand Environment and Conservation Council (ANZECC) Guidelines.  

We also recommend that GSC develop related targets for situations where water availability and 
quality will have a strong influence on city outcomes - such community access to waterways and 
riparian areas, urban cooling targets and irrigated public spaces.  

While the District Plans are being finalised, and while specific targets are being developed for each 
District, we support the approach discussed in the Plans - that the quality of stormwater and 
wastewater from public lands and new development areas must maintain or improve the health 
of waterways. When specific objectives are developed for Districts, the general objective of 
“improve and maintain waterway health” may be moved to the Regional Strategic Plan.  

Links with other planning instruments and regulatory certainty 

We acknowledge the importance of the District Plans in driving consistent Local Environment Plans 
(LEPs) and ensuring consistent planning and land use controls across each District.  

Over Sydney’s whole urban water market, clear and consistent objectives will give all participants 
better incentives and help create a consistent regulatory environment that enables all parties to 
contribute to achieving the Plan’s objectives.  



Sydney Water’s submission on the Greater Sydney Commission’s draft District Plans  

In Sydney Water’s case, if the District Plans set very clear objectives for waterway management 
and community outcomes it will create more certainty that service providers can recover the 
efficient costs of supplying services to customers in a way that meets these objectives. 

When integrating District Plan objectives with other planning instruments, the GSC must ensure 
that relevant State Environmental Planning policies (SEPPs) have consistent objectives and 
protections. This will ensure the District Plans create a strong planning framework for organisations 
such as Sydney Water, who will provide much of the infrastructure that will underpin Sydney’s 
growth.

6. Our contribution to strategic water planning 

We strongly support the need for “coordinated strategic planning for waterways” which has 
been identified in the Plans.  

A significant challenge is developing robust plans quickly enough to inform planners and 
developers about the capacity of different development areas and waterways to handle growth, 
ahead of the rapid pace of development in many areas.  

Strong collaboration based on robust multidisciplinary approaches is needed to develop strategic 
water plans that:  

 coordinate science and community insight 
 set effective management targets and objectives 
 facilitate the government, utility, developer and community activities 

 understand the costs and benefits of different waterway health investments and develop the 
most economically feasible action plan 

 identify effective management mechanisms, such as trading, bubble licences, offsets, to 
drive holistic and integrated management of diffuse and point source pollution 

 monitor effectiveness, seek feedback and adapt approaches if necessary. 

To be successful, collaboration must occur between key agencies including EPA, Metropolitan 
Water Directorate, Infrastructure NSW and developers. Sydney Water is in a very good position to 
facilitate this collaboration.  

Existing strategic waterway planning and investigations that can inform ongoing work include: 

 Parramatta River Masterplan 

 Sydney Water and EPA’s program to develop a new regulatory framework for the 
Hawkesbury Nepean River 

 Sydney Water’s investigations to inform a new EPA framework to regulate overflows from 
our wastewater network in wet weather. 
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We also acknowledge Office of Environment and Heritage’s (OEH’s) efforts to develop its risk 
based framework for determining targets for waterway health and stormwater quality. We’ll 
continue our productive working relationship with OEH and contribute our data and modelling 
capabilities, to enable the ongoing development and improvement of the framework. 

Strategic catchment and waterway management is vital, because failure to identify and plan for the 
impact of land use change on stormwater quality and quantity will fundamentally compromise the 
outcomes that can be sustained for Districts.  

Requirements to implement water sensitive urban design for development are required, and 
similarly, flood risk assessment must be a mandatory up-front requirement to inform planning and 
decision making about zoning and redevelopment. Without adopting best practice: 

 infill development within the Parramatta river catchment could remove any potential for 
swimming 

 urban flooding can present higher safety risk to residents in infill developments because 
more people will be exposed to existing flood hazards 

 polluted stormwater can mean waterways lose all ecological values, 

 high velocity stormwater flows from new urban areas can destabilise creeks and dislodge 
plants and destroy habitat. 

7. Sydney Water’s leadership of South Creek catchment water 
management  

The importance of South Creek is highlighted in the Western City District Plans. We can lead work 
to plan and implement actions to transform South Creek into a living blue green corridor in the 
Western City.  

South Creek is an important tributary of the Hawkesbury Nepean River and the longest freshwater 
creek in Western Sydney. Most of the forecast 900,000 new residents of Western Sydney will live 
in its watershed. Transformation of the catchment from rural and peri-urban lands, to suburban 
landscapes will have significant impact on the creek and its tributary waterways.  

As described in the Plans, there is a great opportunity for South Creek to be a central organising 
design element for development and a place where the built environment can connect with a 
natural setting. The whole watershed, and the creek corridor itself, require consistent land use and 
regulatory approaches across three Districts to ensure good amenity and ecological outcomes for 
the waterway, to implement best practice catchment management and achieve strong urban 
planning outcomes.  

Given the vision for South Creek contained in the District Plans, the importance of South Creek for 
water management in the Western City, and the potential to provide for public access and active 
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transport, we urge the GSC to formally identify it as an infrastructure corridor. We note that under 
the proposed amendments to the Environmental Planning and Assessment (EP&A) Act that have 
been on exhibition, a SEPP can designate an infrastructure corridor if strategic plan, including a 
District Plan, identifies it for that future use.  

We estimate that $3 billion in stormwater and flood infrastructure investment is needed to support 
growth. More will be required for water and wastewater services. To ensure this investment is co-
ordinated and achieves best social benefit, South Creek’s watershed urgently requires a strategic 
waterway plan. Planning must integrate land use planning with water management to achieve 
waterway health, flood protection, recreation, amenity, and public health outcomes.  

To lay the groundwork for effective South Creek management as the centre of a living blue green 
corridor, Sydney Water has prepared a vision for the corridor and is progressing planning work, 
including: 

 a broad water balance and analysis of the region 

 ongoing water quality modelling to understand what impact catchment changes will have on 
water quality, and waterway health outcomes.  

 investigations to connect community values to key ecological outcomes for the waterway 
corridor and 

 scenarios for future development, servicing and management that consider all streams of 
water and partnerships with all levels of government. 

We greatly anticipate working with EPA and GSC to develop a Protection of the Environment 
Policy (PEP) for South Creek to address catchment impacts and pollution and provide a framework 
to co-ordinate regulatory interventions, development of market tools and direct investment in 
pollution reduction. 

8. Recommendations on water targets, recycling, energy and resilience  

The draft District Plans highlight the importance of delivering and using water to meet the needs of 
Sydneysiders, consider the use of targets for water and recycling, and discuss overall resource 
efficiency and resilience issues. We discuss these issues below. 

Water for improved city outcomes

We strongly support a key theme that’s identified in the District Plans: the potential for additional 
water to meet the needs of new residents and achieve positive community outcomes, especially in 
the fast-growing Western City. 

We support the use of water in the landscape for urban cooling, maintaining green spaces and 
sports fields, irrigating canopy trees, and improving urban aesthetics. As we have noted, our 
servicing investigations for new areas is examining ways of delivering these benefits. As a result, 
we are analysing: 
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 how demand for water services (especially new community oriented demands) will affect 
Sydney’s overall supply-demand balance and the required capacity of local water and 
wastewater systems 

 whether local servicing approaches can provide new sources of water to meet additional 
customer needs; and  

 the extent to which demand can be cost effectively met from centralised sources. 

Water supply security 

We strongly support continuation of practical and economically effective water conservation 
measures. Ongoing water efficiency helps maintain Sydney’s overall water supply-demand balance 
in a cost-effective way. It will be very beneficial if GSC develops any new water conservation 
targets in consultation with Sydney Water, and in consideration of the 2017 Metropolitan Water 
Plan, so they are realistic, reflect the adaptive nature of our new approach to water conservation, 
and don’t drive inefficient investment. 

Maintaining a sufficient buffer between demand and supply ensures the water supply system can 
be operated both cost effectively and efficiently, enables our water supply system to be resilient in 
the face of natural shocks such as drought or water quality issues, and defers expensive 
augmentations. The impact that different levels of demand have on our water supply system, and 
the potential timing of investments in extra supply is addressed in the Government’s recently 
released Metropolitan Water Plan  

Sydney Water has developed a new methodology for determining its Economic Level of Water 
Conservation (ELWC) which has recently been approved by IPART. We are also developing a new 
Water Conservation Program, to identify projects that can deliver cost effective water savings, and 
look ahead to identify the likely elements the program over the next five years. The Program will be 
published in September 2017, and updated every year. Both the ELWC and the Water 
Conservation Program will assess the need for, and effectiveness of, leak reduction, demand 
management and recycling projects.  

Targets for new development help improve water efficiency. We support ongoing application of 
schemes such as the Water Efficiency Labelling and Standards Scheme (WELS) and the Building 
Sustainability Index (BASIX). BASIX is a good example of how effective, long term changes to 
water management can be embedded in the planning system. We encourage ongoing refinement 
of BASIX requirements so the scheme can continue to drive best practice water and energy 
efficiency, and start exploring opportunities to drive whole-of-water- cycle best practice in new 
development. We note the ongoing need for long-term assurance of BASIX compliance, especially 
when dwellings are sold, so that efficiency gains are protected. 
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Recycled water  

The District Plans discuss the introduction of recycled water targets. We submit that recycling 
targets should only be set after appropriate supporting analysis has been done, including the 
analysis we are doing to develop our servicing strategies and Water Conservation Program.  

Recycled water is one element of water cycle management. The applicability of recycling and the 
type of technical solution chosen for each area depends on the outcomes required. Recycled water 
schemes can reduce volumes of wastewater discharges and nutrients released into local 
waterways, while providing a reliable supply of fit-for-purpose water to customers. However other 
solutions such as rainwater harvesting, stormwater reuse and centralised potable supply may in 
some circumstances more sustainably meet end uses, especially where they have lower carbon 
emissions.

Planners must incorporate an understanding of customer needs for water, whole-of-community 
benefits, likely future water demands, water cycle and greenhouse gas emissions objectives, and 
overall supply demand balance implications.  

Our preference is that the GSC, through the District Plans, primarily focus on key outcomes such 
as targets for waterway condition, community amenity, and city sustainability as well as 
considering specific tools or approaches. 

Energy and resource management

We support the Plans’ proposal to align with The NSW Climate Change Policy Framework and the 
Plan’s priorities around energy and resource efficiency. We generate around one fifth of the energy 
we use on sites through renewable energy projects and we’re also trialling conversion of sludge 
and fruit and vegetable waste into renewable energy. Given our significant energy recovery 
activities, we aspire to be a net generator of energy in the future.  

It is important to note the potential trade-offs between water recycling, cost, and energy targets 

For example, high levels of membrane treatment of wastewater, decentralised wastewater systems 
and some stormwater treatment systems are generally energy intensive and potentially expensive 
to operate and maintain. WSUD approaches and passive treatment technologies may enable 
beneficial reuse of water in the landscape and improve receiving water health with lower energy 
inputs. Land use planning must enable these solutions by allowing for the footprint of these 
approaches in LEPs, road layout specifications and in the planning of drainage corridors. 

The District Plans should also provide specific, measurable objectives for achieving energy 
efficiency and identify practical measures that will enable progress towards zero net emissions. 

Improving resilience 

District Plans prioritise making Sydney more resilient to shocks.  
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Our AdaptWater™ program is demonstrating how infrastructure can better withstand the impacts of 
climate change and extreme weather events. We look forward to sharing the expertise we’re 
gaining through AdaptWater™ with GSC to enable a better understanding of risk-cost, and enable 
stakeholders to develop more targeted resilience responses. 

9. Overview of our contribution to achieving the Plans, and next steps. 

Our submission seeks to enable GSC to build on the vision for Greater Sydney and realise the 
aspirations we have for our growing city.  

We recognise that collaboration will be vital to enable the Plans’ objectives to be achieved. We 
have strong and established relationships with key agencies: EPA, Metropolitan Water Directorate, 
Infrastructure NSW, as well as local councils and developers. We are in a good position to facilitate 
collaboration between these agencies and stakeholders.  

We can also contribute our expertise in strategic planning, water market leadership and advocacy, 
effective engagement with stakeholders and communities, and customer and community insight 

High level leadership will also be enabled by our contributions and expertise in: 

 water quality management,  
 environmental monitoring  
 modelling 

 science 

 water demand forecasting  
 communications 

Next steps

This submission highlights opportunities for Sydney Water to with GSC to realise the District Plans. 
Key opportunities are highlighted in the table below.  

Opportunity Outcome 

Determine how to optimally integrate land use planning 
with new approaches to integrated water management. 

This work will enable better aligned planning, and greater 
ability to achieve the District Plans’ vision. 

Work with GSC to develop an Urban Water Masterplan 

An Urban Water Masterplan will deliver better 
understanding of opportunities and growth related 
imperatives across the whole water cycle (much like high 
level strategic metropolitan planning for transport). 
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Work collaboratively to deliver next steps in our blue 
green gird aligned projects, and plan for future 
collaborative projects. 

This will directly enable delivery of a key element of the 
District Plans. 

Work collaboratively with partners to develop a clear 
strategic plan for South Creek that will guide planning 
and investment 

This will enable the vision for the South Creek waterway 
and living corridor, as well as an affordable, liveable 
residential region. 

Clearly identify the broader costs and benefits of 
integrated water servicing. Sydney Water will identify 
opportunities in our existing funding frameworks, 
including analysis and advocacy to regulators, and the 
Productivity Commission. 

This will improve our ability to demonstrate the true 
economic benefit of new forms of water servicing 
(centralised and decentralised), better enabling delivery 
of the Plans’ objectives.  

Work with GSC and other stakeholders to develop 
specific water management objectives, identify targeted 
actions, and identify ways to measure outcomes. 

The outcome will be greater assurance that the Plans’ 
aspirations can be achieved, and progress evaluated. 

We look forward to working with the GSC to finalise the Plans, and achieve these first important 
steps to deliver on the District Plans’ vision of a productive, liveable and sustainable Greater 
Sydney  




