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March 31st 2017 
 
 
Greater Sydney Commission 
PO Box 275 
PARRAMATTA 2124 
 
Re: Submissions to Towards Our Greater Sydney 2056 
 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
The Tenants’ Union of NSW is the peak non-government organisation 
representing the interests of tenants in New South Wales. We are the 
resourcing body for a statewide network of Tenants’ Advice and Advocacy 
Services, including 12 services that operate across the Greater Sydney region. 
We are a Community Legal Centre specialising in housing and tenancy law. 
 
Our work brings us into frequent contact with low-income households who rent 
in Sydney, many of whom are tenants of the social and community housing 
landlords who might be expected to deliver and manage the new affordable 
rental housing that Sydney so clearly requires. 
 
Unfortunately we are not in a position to make a substantial submission to the 
Commission’s draft district plans for Sydney at this time. We have taken the 
opportunity to review the submission of Shelter NSW.1 We agree with their 
comments, and recommend them to you. 
 
We have also given support to remarks provided by the Sydney Alliance. We 
note in particular the strong sense across Sydney that meaningful targets for 
affordable housing must be a key foundation of the city’s plans – both now and 
in the future. However, we take a differing view on the suggestion that a 
specified portion of affordable rental housing should be set aside for “key 

																																																								
1 Published online at:  
https://shelternsw.org.au/sites/shelternsw.org.au/files/public/documents/170301greatersydney-https://shelternsw.org.au/sites/shelternsw.org.au/files/public/documents/170301greatersydney-
subVfinal2_shelternsw.pdf 



workers” as an essential part of such plans.2 Eligibility requirements for 
affordable housing should remain a matter of policy and we would not support 
having them inserted into planning instruments. 
 
Our current observation is that tenants with an “affordable housing” product 
are given eviction notices and expected to find an alternative home if they lose 
their employment or retire from work. For workers who have embedded 
themselves within a community on the basis of an affordable rent, and are now 
unlikely to afford housing costs at local market levels by virtue of their changed 
employment circumstances, this is clearly not a good outcome. It demonstrates 
the need to properly integrate affordable housing policy with other parts of the 
housing milieu such as the social housing system. Placing specified targets for 
“key workers” in affordable rental housing into planning instruments is counter 
to this. It would influence policy by legitimising the kind of churn we are 
currently seeing. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact the Tenants’ Union’s Senior Policy Officer, Ned 
Cutcher, on (02) 8117 3712 should you wish to discuss this correspondence. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Julie Foreman 
Executive Officer 
 
 
 
 
 

																																																								
2 At page 4 of the Sydney Alliance submission 


