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Background 
Glebe does not figure largely in the Central Division Plan, but it is adjacent to two key areas that 
do: the Bays Precinct, and Parramatta Road. 
 
The Glebe Society is the residents' group for Glebe and Forest Lodge. These areas are part of 
Sydney's Victorian Inner Ring, and are of such importance that they were first declared Urban 
Conservation Areas by the National Trust in 1974, and their value has been increasingly 
recognised and confirmed by all levels of government since. 
 
However, the key point is that the recognition and improvement of these areas is almost 
entirely owing to the efforts of the residents themselves, from the conservation of the Glebe 
Estate, now forming a large part of the 20% of Glebe that is social housing, to the creation of 
public access to the entire Glebe waterfront, including the immensely popular Waterfront 
Walk, and many other walks and areas of public open space, as well as improved public 
transport through the conversion of the goods line to Light Rail. We cannot stress too strongly 
that this degree of involvement leads us to conclude that the success of the GSC's strategies 
depends on public consultation of adequate scope, length, comprehensiveness and intensity, 
and this should be mandated. 
 
Sustainability 
Any development within the District, including all those within the Bays Precinct and along 
Parramatta Road should be required to have zero emissions and not contribute to Global 
Warming. Water should be retained and recycled. Only the most energy efficient processes 
should be permitted. All development should be required to achieve adequate solar access, 
cross-ventilation  and general accessibility. These controls should be mandated for the Strategic 
Plan. 
 
Bays Precinct 
Sustainability should include complete access through an efficient public transport system, 
preferably an extension of the existing Light Rail. All buildings should be well set back from the 
water, and the entire waterfront should be accessible to the public, with special arrangements 
in the case of waterfront industry. 
 
There should be new and extensive areas of public waterfront open space, in addition to that 
currently provided by Wentworth Park, which should be protected and, in the case of any 
relocation of the Sydney Fishmarket, extended. Both public transport and public open space 
should be extended through the Rozelle Goods Yard corridor. 
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Parramatta Road 
Note the sustainability requirement already mentioned for new development. Light Rail has 
often been proposed for Parramatta Road, and may well be the best transport solution. Areas 
of open space adjacent to and near to the Road should be rigorously maintained and extended 
where possible. The height and density of new building should be limited by impacts on existing 
buildings, including those of heritage value, which can be usefully recycled to provide local 
businesses for new residents. 
 
Affordable Housing 
Redevelopment of the Bays and Parramatta Road provide a unique opportunity to create a 
substantial stock of high quality affordable housing with good access to the current CBD. We 
believe a minimum of 20% of all new dwellings to be affordable is a reasonable goal, and should 
be mandated for any new proposal. 
 
Infrastructure 
In recent developments, such as Pyrmont/Ultimo, the need for additional childcare and schools 
has been grossly underestimated. It is reasonable to assume that future developments will be 
predominantly apartments, and the needs of those new residents will be similar. The Bays and 
Parramatta Road will both require substantial upgrading and additions to meet these needs. 
 
WestConnex and other radial expressways 
The Society saved the Inner West from dismemberment in the 70s by stopping radial 
expressways such as WestConnex. Even though this proposal is now a tunnel, all the same 
arguments against expressways and in favour of public transport still apply today. The 
Westconnex project and other similar ones should by replaced by public transport. 
 
Yours faithfully 
Neil Macindoe OAM 
Planning Convenor. 


