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Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to object to the Draft structural plan for the hospital
precinct at Frenchs Forest based on the following concerns.

The partial rezoning and inadequate FSR will have a significant
negative impact on the house prices, living conditions and services to
those surrounding the rezoned areas. Already we have trades people
blocking our streets to work on the hospital and this week we even
saw the delay in rubbish collection due to congestion in Bluegum
Crescent. People in this area have purchased homes to raise families
and enjoy a quiet life in the Forest area. Now, many face the prospect
of not being able to sell their houses at a rate that will allow them to
live elsewhere in Sydney. The complete rezoning of the area as high
density would mean that all those affected would be able to exit the
area and make way for the highly dense area required for a public
facility such as a hospital.

The excuse that sub standard planning has been put in place to deal
with the transport needs for the area is shortsighted. If the council
was willing to take a risk and increase the density then they would
have a better bargaining chip with the RMS and state government to
improve services. By litigating the rezoning, it limits the
effectiveness of any future transport developments to the area.

What is deplorable in all of this is that 2 levels of government have
gambled with the future wellbeing of several suburbs. From the
outset, the hospital has been a contentious issue. The planning for the
hospital has included several smoke and mirror tactics to try to
minimise the perceived impact on the area. Felling trees from the
sight from the inside out, keeping trees planted closely to the edges
until a huge hole was dug, and putting up fences and beautiful
coloured pictures and lit paths were all a ruse to keep the public quiet.
But the worst part of all of this is that you have kept the public quiet
and uncomplaining about the whole project because it was generally
believed that the right thing would be done by the people living
around the area and that the rezoning for the area would go through.
Those most inconvenienced by the development would then have the
option to leave the area.



This proposal is substandard and shows a lack of awareness of the
needs of the community. It is unpalatable that two levels of
government would use their constituents as a bargaining chip to get a
hospital built that never needed to be built on this site in the first
place.

Kind regards

Meredith Tomkins




