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Dear Sir/madam

Please find attached our submission on the Draft District Plans and
Towards Our Greater Sydney 2056.

Kind regards

Corinne Fisher

--
Corinne Fisher

TEC respects and acknowledges Aboriginal people
as the traditional owners of the land
on which we work and live.
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28 March 2017 
 
This submission by the Total Environment Centre (TEC) focuses on 
the approach to biodiversity and green spaces contained in the 
Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) Draft District Plans and the 
overall plan for Sydney, Towards Our Greater Sydney (TOGS) 2056.  
It is understood that further comment on a broader range of 
environmental issues will be provided through the TEC-led Greater 
Sydney Commission Environment Panel.  
 
The broad goals and language contained within the Draft District 
Plans and TOGS 2056 are supportive of biodiversity conservation 
and the protection of green spaces.  However, as they stand 
currently, these documents fail to move from the rhetoric to concrete 
processes that will ensure that Sydney remains the green and 
biodiverse city it is renowned for. 
 
The Draft District Plans assume that current legislation is adequate to 
protect biodiversity and green spaces.  However, in its SOS Green 
Spaces Map (http://www.tec.org.au/sos_green_spaces) released 
recently,  TEC identifies over 80 green spaces in Sydney and 
surrounds  public parks, trees and bushland  at risk of destruction 
due to pressures from urban development and infrastructure.  The 
Draft District Plans fail to recognise these threats nor do they put in 
place mechanisms to mitigate them. 
 
The objectives of the Green Grid are laudable, however, they need to 
explicitly include the principles of maintaining and enhancing 
biodiversity and areas of high environmental value.  Moreover, whilst 
reference is made to the n environment 

, there are no targets, key performance indicators nor 
direct actions relating to increasing canopy cover across various 
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Sydney suburbs or Districts. 
 
Reference is made to Protect, enhance and extend the urban 

 as a Sustainability Priority, however, the actual 
implementation of this Priority is left up to the relevant planning 
authority who may, or may not, choose to carry it out. 
 
Without adequate targets, key performance indicators and 
monitoring, direct actions and sufficient resources, we are of the view 
that much of the contents of the Draft District Plans will not be 
implemented.  
 
The TEC suggests that the GSC needs to develop concrete policies 
and procedures to ensure that biodiversity and green spaces are 
accorded a higher priority than is currently the case. 
 
The TEC also suggests that the GSC makes a number of 
recommendations to the NSW Government regarding current state 
policy and legislation relating to biodiversity conservation and the 
protection of green spaces in the Greater Sydney area. 
 
Our key recommendations are summarised below: 
 

 Ensure that the Green Grid contains as one of its key objectives 
the maintenance and enhancement of biodiversity and areas of 
high environmental value 

 Establish a Green Grid Trust with statutory authority to acquire, 
manage and prevent alienation of land that has significant 
biodiversity values 

 Identify adequate baseline measures and performance 
indicators for biodiversity 

 Identify and map areas of high biodiversity value where 
development and offsets should not occur 

 
corridors and degraded sites suitable for rehabilitation 

 Require consistent and rigorous independent flora and fauna 
independent assessment for new developments 

 Require Councils to prioritise native tree species for open 
spaces and urban tree planting 

 Set targets for increased canopy cover per District. 
 
In addition, we suggest that key policy/legislative reforms (as listed 
further below) are vital to the conservation of biodiversity and 
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protection of green spaces in the Greater Sydney area.   
 
We recognize that the GSC is not directly responsible for enacting 
such legislation and policy, however, we understand that it is within 
the scope of its work to seek to mitigate the barriers and challenges 
affecting the implementation of best practice strategic planning.   
 
The TEC is of the strong opinion that without significant policy and 

diversity and green spaces will 
continue to decline, to the detriment of our growing population. On 
this basis, we make the following recommendations: 
 

 Any biodiversity offsets scheme used in the Greater Sydney 
area must be based on a strict like-for-like principle and exclude 
supplementary measures such as cash payments. 

 A new State Environmental Planning Policy should be issued 
requiring all developments to maintain or enhance mature tree 
canopy. 

 g Policy 
(Exempt and Complying Development Codes 2008 and its Draft 
Medium Density Housing Policy must not be allowed to override 
existing laws protecting trees on private land.  

 Any crown land containing green space that is transferred from 
the NSW Government to a local Council under Section 4.6 of 
the Crown Lands Management Act 2016 must be the subject of 
a special reservation prescribing that the green space 
contained within the land transferred must be retained as such, 
in perpetuity. 

 A further protection would be to amend the Local Government 
Act and Crown Land Management Act to include a provision 
stating that any decision to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of 

 
 
Proposed metrics to measure progress over time could include: 
 

 Percentage of tree canopy cover per suburb or District 
 Percentage of wildlife/threatened species habitat restored 
 Number of threatened species/endangered ecological 

communities per District 
 Total area of threatened species habitat per District 
 Area of green space in square meters per person 
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 Area of green space provided by new developments relative to 
the number of new residents 

 Accessibility  local green space within 200 m / 10 mins walk 
 
 
 




