
 

 

 

 

February 16, 2017 

 

Greater Sydney Commission 

PO Box 257 

Parramatta NSW 2124 

 

 

Dear Commissioners 

As Moderator of the Uniting Church in Australia, Synod of NSW and the ACT I thank you for 
the opportunity to make this submission on behalf of our church to the Greater Sydney 
Commission. Our Synod would like to congratulate you and the NSW Government for your 
work towards “a more equitable, productive, liveable and sustainable Greater Sydney.” 

 

Our Synod’s submission relates particularly to the issue of affordable housing. We have 
become actively involved in this area for a number of reasons. One reason relates to the 
experience of our community services delivered through Uniting, parish missions and other 
means. These programs substantially serve low income, disadvantaged or otherwise 
vulnerable groups. Over the years, and especially in more recent times, as we have spoken 
with staff and the people with whom they work, the critical importance of secure housing 
emerges time and again. It has become abundantly clear that the lack of stable housing and 
the stress that lack imposes adds greatly to the precariousness of people’s lives. It 
undermines their ability to provide a secure base for children or to address other pressing 
issues in their lives. 

 

For the last seven years our Synod has been an active member of the Sydney Alliance, a civil 
society movement for the common good. One of the issues the Sydney Alliance has 
championed is affordable housing and our Synod fully endorses their call for substantial 
targets for inclusionary zoning, as our submission will make clear. Members of our 
congregations have also expressed their concerns about affordable housing. In 2015 around 
400 members from more than 65 congregations (most in Sydney) took part in 60 ‘table talk’ 
discussions on affordable housing. They strongly affirmed the need for our church to use its 
resources to help meet housing need and for the active role of governments, including the 
NSW government, in increasing the provision of affordable housing. 

 



But ultimately our concerns about such a fundamental need as housing can be traced back 
to our deepest convictions as a church and the mission to which we believe God’s love and 
justice compels and calls us. In the Uniting Church’s Statement to the Nation at its inaugural 
Assembly, it recognised that a Christian responsibility to society has always been 
fundamental to the mission of the church. Another part of the statement contains these 
words: 

We will challenge values which emphasise acquisitiveness and greed in disregard of the 
needs of others and which encourage a higher standard of living for the privileged in the face 
of the daily widening gap between the rich and the poor. 

 

Our concern is that in our city housing is becoming an arena where the desire to greedily 
acquire overrides the need of others to simply find a decent, affordable place to live. 
Housing, or the lack of it, is determining people’s opportunities and overall quality of life. 
This is not right and must be changed. 

 

Our church recognises that housing is a complex issue and that many factors impact on the 
demand for and supply of housing. But we believe that the inclusion of strong affordable 
housing targets for new developments could be one positive way that the balance is shifted 
away from greed towards fairness and inclusion for all.  The role of the NSW government in 
this area is all the more critical given that the Federal government seems to have 
temporarily misplaced its sense of responsibility for contributing to equitable and effective 
housing policy. 

 

Our Synod agrees with the Greater Sydney Commission that we are at transformational 
point. In the future the work of the Greater Sydney Commission could be seen as a turning 
point where we collectively seized the opportunity to embed a commitment to secure, 
decent and affordable housing for all our people into the very bones of our city. Our Synod 
prays you will take that opportunity and we ask for you all the wisdom, vision, grace and 
perseverance you will need for the work ahead. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Rev Myung Hwa Park 

Moderator 

Synod of NSW and the ACT 


