
Dear Greater Sydney Commission, 

 

I have some comments on the Draft Central District Plan. 

 

I do not believe that the Eastgardens/Maroubra Strategic Centre has been correctly classified when 

held in comparison to the Bondi Junction District Centre Classification. Whilst both areas have 

significant retail resources, currently only Bondi Junction has a Heavy Rail/bus interchange which 

enable these retail resources to be adequately utilised. Bondi Junction also has greater access to 

educational facilities, and more significant road networks that link to this Rail/bus interchange. 

Unless this is addressed, I believe that to much emphasis will be placed on development at 

Eastgardens/Maroubra, and this will lead to unsustainable population growth which will result in 

dramatically decreased liveability and amenities. 

 

It seems also that there is very little analysis and proposed development of the existing bus 

networks to support the proposed developments in the Draft Central District Plan. For example, 

great fanfare is made of the place that Sydney Airport takes as a driver of economic and tourism 

growth, however very little is made of the fact that is vastly under supported by the current bus 

network. I believe that this needs to be addressed as a priority, in order to free the existing road 

network from private car use and make the network more available for freight and tourist use. 

 

There is also another existing piece of infrastructure that has been ignored, and which could 

potentially be used to support the growth of the Strategic and District Centres of the existing Eastern 

Suburbs, Port Botany, and Sydney Airport. This is the current Port Botany Heavy Rail Freight Line. It 

can quite easily be investigated as an alternate passenger route through the Eastern Suburbs, and 

even potentially be turned into a bus/Rail interchange that could act as a counterpoint to the Bondi 

Junction Heavy Rail/Bus interchange. The operation of the Port Botany Interchange as a passenger 

interchange would tie in very neatly with the operation of Sydney Airport due to current operational 

curfews. During the curfew periods, the Port Botany Rail line reverts to freight use. Again, this eases 

the loads and congestion on the existing road network. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the Draft Plan, but I believe that we should 

look at all possible ways of using existing infrastructure, as well as correctly classifying strategic and 

district centres with a view to long term local amenity and liveability. 


