
 

BAL  CAL Submission_District Plans_0317_Final 

 

31 March 2017 

  

Greater Sydney Commission 

PO Box 257  

Parramatta 2124 

This submission is made by Bankstown Airport Limited (BAL) and Camden Airport Limited (CAL) in 
Draft District Plans (the Draft District 

Plans) and recognises the critical role these documents will have in shaping the future of the region.  

 
Sydney Metro Airports Bankstown and Camden (the Airports) are leading General Aviation and 
Recreation Airports in New South Wales. The Airport land holdings are significant in size (over 500ha 
combined) and positioning, and strategically located in Greater Sydney, under single ownership. The 
Airports view the District Plans as a significant opportunity to recognise the development potential of 
the sites and their contribution to the future growth of Greater Sydney. Bankstown Airport is a truly 
unique and significant infill opportunity in Sydney . 

As demonstrated in this submission, the Airports recognise an opportunity to diversify the function and 
operations of the sites  ensuring that the door is left open for growth to contribute to Greater 

job targets alongside a continued and strengthened general aviation offering as appropriate.   

A critical element in enabling the potential for growth on the sites are the planned transport 
infrastructure connections required for accessibility and to make this land a viable development 
prospect. This submission presents a strong case for a rail station at Bankstown Airport to support the 
development of this site as an employment hub  this vision has the potential to dramatically change 
the strategic positioning of the Airports, and we urge the Greater Sydney Commission to realise this 
opportunity through the District planning process.  

The Airports operate through the trading entities of BAL and CAL. The Commonwealth of Australia is 
the owner of the land on which the Airports operate, and BAL and CAL respectively hold a long-term 
registered head lease from the Commonwealth over all of the land comprising the Airports. More 
recently, both BAL and CAL were acquired by FSS Trustee Corporation as trustee for First State 
Superannuation Scheme (First State Super). First State Super has appointed Altis Property Partners 
as the Investment Manager (Altis) for both the acquisition of BAL / CAL and the ongoing investment in 
the Airports. The Airports continue to be operated by BAL / CAL management. 
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The Airports have a key interest in these strategic planning documents and look forward to working 
with the Greater Sydney Commission to define the future role of these key land holdings. In particular, 
this submission focuses on the following: 

 Draft District Plan  South (re: Bankstown Airport); and 

 Draft District Plan  South West (re: Camden Airport). 

Overall, the Airports share the  South and South West 
Districts The positioning of the land at 
both airports is a significant cornerstone in establishing the transport network for greater Sydney, and 
a clearer definition on the future function of the sites will continue to be important for meeting the 
employment targets set out for the centres  making a significant economic contribution and the 
ongoing provision of aviation transport.    

Key priorities for the Airports are maintaining the ability to evolve to meet changes in aviation transport 
demand and industry trends, 
advantage. To this end Altis, in conjunction with the Airports and a consultant team, have 
commissioned a strategic planning process to scope opportunities for the future  including the 
potential for the expansion of integrated and complementary land uses on the sites. This will continue 
to be an important priority for Altis as new opportunities emerge with the transformation of Greater 
Sydney. 

 
Bankstown Airport is a contiguous land area of 313ha located in the centre of metropolitan Sydney 
and, as shown in Figure 1 and Figure 2, is well positioned proximate to the Sydney CBD and Western 
Sydney business hubs. To illustrate the significance of the site, the following key Sydney precincts can 
be compared as equivalent to the contiguous land area of Bankstown Airport: 

 Macquarie Park  Bankstown Airport is three times the size. 

 Central Sydney  the land between Circular Quay and Central Station is equivalent to the size of 
the site.  

 Moorebank Intermodal Terminal: Bankstown Airport is 1.5 times the size. 

On this basis, we believe this to be the single biggest infill opportunity in Sydney . 
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Figure 1  Aerial Photograph showing Bankstown Airport site. 

 

Strategic importance: The Draft District Plans envisage a 40-year vision for Greater Sydney as a 
metropolis of three cities: Sydney CBD, Greater Parramatta and the Western Sydney Airport. 
Bankstown Airport is centrally located between these three cities.  

The Airport supports the general protection of employment and urban services lands as a priority 
throughout Greater Sydney.  This extends to protecting and expanding employment opportunities 
within South Sydney to meet the needs of the growing population and the future smart jobs market.  

In considering the future of the site, it is important to reiterate that the function should be retained for 
both aviation and non-aviation land uses. In particular, the business park operations are forecast to 
experience significant growth in the short term, along with the expectation the aviation operations will 
be tailored to meet the forecast demand. This future vision is supported by the Bankstown Airport 
Master Plan, 2014 which outlines the strategic vision over the next 20 years, including: 

 To provide an efficient airport supporting all forms of general aviation for the Sydney region. 
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 To provide a regional aviation hub for the attraction of new and diverse industries related to the 
operation of the Airport including training, maintenance, manufacturing and emergency services. 

 To develop the land assets of the Airport in order to provide high quality employment and 
commercial opportunities.  

Figure 2  Bankstown Airport Regional Context Plan (Urbis, 2017) 

 

As set out above, the Airports have initiated a strategic planning process to scope opportunities for the 
future statutory obligation to prepare a Master Plan for 
each of the Airports  to be renewed every 5 years.  

A focus of the strategic planning for Bankstown Airport is the evolving role of Bankstown Airport when 
considering the planning for the new Western Sydney Airport (opening 2026), including impacts on 
airspace arrangements. The Airport has recognised the opportunity, based on the significant size of 
the land holding in a strategically advantageous location, to evolve into a major employment precinct 
with uses integrated on site such as health, education and office alongside a strengthened aviation 
business. The ability to deliver this contemporary vision for growth and key economic benefits hinges 
on clear planning direction at a State level and critical transport infrastructure being in place.  

The Draft District Plan designates Bankstown Airport as one of three important employment areas of 
the District, along with Bankstown and Kogarah. In this regards, the Plan states: 
concentrations of economic activity are also areas of high labour productivity. Labour productivity is a 
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measure of the efficient use of resources. Areas with high labour productivity generate higher 
. The Plan sets out a 2036 jobs target for Bankstown Airport of 

17,000  20,000. In order to achieve this jobs target, strategic planning for Bankstown Airport and 
provision for its future growth must be clearly set out to support the growth of the employment capacity 
of the Airport.  

Bankstown Airport is classified as a District Centre. The Draft District Plan identifies District Centres as 
having one or more of the following attributes: 

 the scale of retail activity, generally over 50,000 square metres of floor space 

 the presence of health and education facilities that serve the district and the 
local community  

 the level of transport services 

 the capacity to generate between 5,000 to 10,000 jobs 

However, given the criteria set out in the Draft District Plan and the unique site attributes of Bankstown 
Airport, it is proposed that the site be reclassified from District Centre to Strategic Centre. Strategic 
Centres are classified as having one or more of the following: 

 a higher proportion of knowledge intensive jobs, principally relating to the 
presence of major hospitals, tertiary education institutions, standalone office 
development or a combination of these 

 the presence of existing or proposed major transport gateways 

 a major role in supporting the increased economic activity of the Eastern, 
Central and Western Cities 

 the capacity to generate over 20,000 jobs. 

The Draft District Plan criteria for Strategic Centres aligns with the vision of Bankstown Airport and its 
recognition as a Transport Gateway in the South District. The future of Bankstown Airport will have the 
scale of industries and jobs in a location to significantly contribute to a city with smart jobs and support 
the success of the Eastern, Central and Western Cities.  

Sydney Metro  Bankstown to Liverpool Extension (link at Bankstown Airport): The Airport 
encourages the planning for strategic growth in the region and acknowledge the importance the 
contribution of infrastructure will make to facilitating and supporting this future growth. BAL have 
recently (April, 2016) made a submission in support of the Bankstown to Liverpool Sydney Metro 
extension, including a nomination for a link to Bankstown Airport through this new transport 
infrastructure. The justification put forward demonstrates that a future rail link would support the 
already significant operations on the site, and would act as a catalyst for development to realise the 
growth potential of the Airport and surrounding lands.  
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The strategic location of Bankstown Airport as a logical point for a rail station (as illustrated in Figure 
3) is based on sound rationale given the potential for employment growth at this location and the 
ability to connect people with jobs. Figure 3 further supports the potential location of a station at 
Bankstown Airport to maximise transport accessibility and connectivity from the Airport to Sydney CBD 
and surrounding areas, facilitating Bankstown Airport to emerge as a key employment centre in south 
Sydney. 

Figure 3  Connectivity potential of Bankstown Airport (Urbis, 2017) 

 
 

This Airport site is strongly 
considered by Transport for NSW and the Greater Sydney Commission based on the benefits it would 
bring to Bankstown Airport and the surrounding catchment. Planning for infrastructure connections to 
Bankstown Airport and surrounding land are important for efficient access, and ensuring the economic 
benefits of the land are realised for the broader region. This request aligns with the objectives for the 
South District and Greater Sydney through connecting people to jobs and services whilst leveraging 
the 30-minute city ambition set out in the Plan.  

Western Sydney Airport: The Draft District Plans acknowledge that the Western Sydney Airport and 
the vision for an Aerotropolis in Western Sydney is an intergenerational game changer for Greater 
Sydney. The Airport fully supports this vision and sees a significant benefit in expanding this to include 
the future roles of the Bankstown Airport and Camden Airport to further develop a cohesive airport 
vision for Greater Sydney.  
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The need for the Airports to work together on an integrated approach is further highlighted through the 
recent assessment undertaken for the Western Sydney Airport. The EIS documentation finds that as 
the demand for future aviation services grows beyond Stage 1 operations for the new airport, aviation 
operations at Bankstown Airport are expected to be incrementally constrained. This is related to 
overlapping flight paths between runways and required flights to be sequenced between airports. 
Accordingly, there needs to be a co-ordinated approach to airport and airspace planning in Greater 
Sydney with consideration given to the future role and function to all airports, recognising the potential 
for their capacity for growth.   

 The Airport supports the recognition of the strategic importance of Bankstown Airport as a 
Transport Gateway within the Draft District Plan.  

 The Airport requests the reclassification of Bankstown Airport from a District Centre to a 
Strategic Centre or similar classification. The centre classification of Bankstown Airport should 
recognise the strategic importance of the site and its potential to accommodate industries and 
jobs in a location to significantly contribute to a city with smart jobs and support the success of 
the Eastern, Central and Western Cities. 

 The Airport requests further refinement and clear definition on the role of Centre types in 
planning for future growth.  

 Bankstown Airport will continue to provide a mix of aviation and non-aviation land uses on the 
site, and it is important that future planning provides for the growth of those land uses.  

 The Draft District Plan should recognise the potential for the significant growth of Bankstown 
Airport  the opportunity to diversify the function of the site and increase in density as a major 
employment precinct, alongside a strengthened general aviation offering. 

 Transport infrastructure connections will be critical to support the growth and longevity of 
Bankstown Airport. It is strongly requested that a rail station at Bankstown Airport is fully 
investigated to maximise the economic and land use opportunities created by this significant 
investment in rail infrastructure.  

 The Airport requests the Greater Sydney Commission advance an integrated approach to 
airport planning across all airports in the Sydney basin to ensure a cohesive vision for aviation 
and related land uses across Greater Sydney.  

 
Camden Airport is a contiguous land area of circa 200ha for General Aviation, hosting small aircraft 
operations in the commercial, private, sports and recreational aviation sectors. Camden Airport has a 

 The traffic forecasts set out in the 
Camden Airport Master Plan identify a growth in aircraft movements from around 94,000 in 2013/14 to 
around 112,000 in 2034/35, signalling the potential for growth in airport operations and associated 
land use.  

The Camden Airport Master Plan (2015), prepared by CAL, presents a comprehensive master plan to 
set out the strategic direction and guide development of the Airport over the next 20 years. This 
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includes both the aviation and non-aviation development concepts for the Airport land and covers key 
issues such as road traffic, infrastructure, environmental management and heritage protection and 
provides a five-year implementation plan. This future vision is supported by the Camden Airport 
Master Plan which outlines the strategic vision over the next 20 years, including: 

 to provide an efficient airport supporting all forms of general aviation for the greater Sydney 
region; 

 to provide a regional aviation hub for the attraction of new and diverse industries related to the 
operation of the Airport including training, maintenance, manufacturing and emergency services; 
and 

 to develop the land assets of the Airport in order to provide high quality employment and 
commercial opportunities.  

Camden Airport is not identified in the South West Draft District Plan. The submission requests that 
the GSC recognise  role in the South West. In recognition of the 
rigorous future planning that has been undertaken by CAL through the Master Planning process, the 
South West District Plan should 
the region alongside the potential for the strategic growth of the Airport.  

Figures 4 and 5 demonstrate the location of Camden Airport and a land use context plan for inclusion 
in the mapping for the South West Draft District Plan. 

The Draft District Plan identifies District Centres as having one or more of the following attributes: 

 the scale of retail activity, generally over 50,000 square metres of floor space 

 the presence of health and education facilities that serve the district and the 
local community  

 the level of transport services 

 the capacity to generate between 5,000 to 10,000 jobs 

The future vision and function of Camden Airport has the potential to provide the following and for 
these reasons should be included in the Centres classification framework to recognise the strategic 
importance and contribution of this site: 

 The development of around 40 hectares of land for uses conducive with existing airport 
operations, being both aviation and non-aviation uses. 

 The provision of further education and/or social infrastructure on the site. 

 A supporting role to nearby residential and economic centres, leveraging off transport 
connections and providing jobs closer to homes.  

Given the current absence of Camden Airport in the land use planning for the South West District, 
consideration should also be given to the surrounding land that interfaces with the Airport. In addition, 
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the recognition of the location and function of the Airport land should also include the surrounding land 
to ensure land use conflict is appropriately managed and provide for future growth in the area. 

 The Airport requests that  role is identified and supported in the 
South West District Plan, including both site specific identification and ensuring 
complementary land use planning for interfacing sites.  

 Camden Airport will continue to provide a mix of aviation and non-aviation land uses on the 
site and it is important future planning provides for the growth of these land uses, and 
recognises the contribution of Camden Airport to future job targets.  

 The Airport requests the Greater Sydney Commission advance an integrated approach to 
airport planning across all airports in the Sydney basin to ensure a cohesive vision for aviation 
and related land uses across Greater Sydney.  

Figure 4  Airports and aerodromes in the Sydney Region (Western Sydney Airport EIS) 
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Figure 5  Camden Airport Land Use Map (Master Plan, 2015) 

 
 

 
As a key landowner with significantly large strategic land holdings with the potential to boost the 
economic growth of Greater Sydney, the Airports look forward to being involved with the GSC in 
relevant stakeholder engagement forums to guide future development in relation to the Airports lands 
and surrounds.  

vision for a productive, liveable and 
sustainable Sydney and eagerly anticipate our involvement in the next round of stakeholder 
engagement.  

If you have any questions about the Airports submission to the Draft District Plans, please do not 
hesitate to contact Urbi

Yours sincerely, 

 

John Wynne 

National Director - Planning 




