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Many of us bought land and homes in the Dural/Galston/Glenorie areas many years ago because of
the beautiful trees, animals and plants as well as many areas of great clay/shale soils suited to
farming.

In the last 20 or so years it seems many bought land in the 'South Dural' area with $ signs in their
eyes, and are now pushing for subdivision and development. More than 2000 homes including
highrises are planned.

As well, local rate payers and tax payers are expected to pay for much of the road widening required
for additional traffic from the development.

Anyone visiting some of the developments around Kellyville at weekends can see that narrow roads,
small blocks, and nowhere to park creates an unsightly scene with cars jammed onto footpaths from
owners and visitors to these homes.

We cannot continue to create developments in outer Sydney and create wider and wider roads to
transport everyone to work in Sydney city and surrounds.

Australians travel overseas to walk in the farming areas of Tuscany and visit gardens in Provence.
We admire the rural Australian landscapes painted by Hans Heysen. Every year, hundreds of
thousands of people visit Monet's garden at Giverny near Paris and the Butchart Gardens created in
a disused quarry in Victoria, Canada.

No one visits highrises and houses on small blocks.

We need to protect our beautiful rural areas with special covenants and agricultural covenants.

There will be a Collectors Plant Fair at Clarendon on 8-9th April, and thousands of people visit this
fair to buy plants to improve their own local environment.

Galston Garden Club has held an Open Gardens Weekend in October for about 25 years. Last year
(2016) more than $50,000 was donated to charities, and in 2015 more than $60,000. People come
because of the lovely gardens, often on acreage, and to buy fruit and vegetable produce from
roadside stalls and visit plant nurseries in the district.

One garden in Galston featured on the cover of the Australia Post 'Open Gardens Australia'
commemorative stamp booklet issued in 2014.

Let us retain our beautiful rural areas, and promote tourism in the district.
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