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About WReN 

Wollondilly Resilience Network (WReN) Inc. is a not for profit community association based in the 
Wollondilly Shire. Our aim is to raise awareness of practices that support a strong and resilient 
community adopting local solutions to achieve environmental and personal wellbeing. We foster care 
of the planet, care of the people and fair share and are entirely powered by volunteers. 

WReN creates opportunities for members of our community to come together to learn skills, share 
knowledge and support each other in becoming resilient. We host workshops, talks and other 
community events, and also operate the Fairy Wren Food Hub. We have around 275 members and 
supporters (both organisations and people), mostly within Wollondilly Shire and surrounding areas. 

Our objectives include: 

• fostering change through innovation and community initiatives; 
• seeking to reduce dependency on fossil fuels; 
• facilitating networks with other organisations that have similar aims and objectives; 
• demonstrating and modelling sustainable systems for living, housing, energy, waste 

management, resource recovery and food production; 
• fostering public education and dissemination of information; 
• identifying and supporting young leaders to initiate and develop programs relating to 

environmental sustainability; 
• identifying, utilising and sharing the expertise of community members; 
• acting as an advocate for environmental and sustainability issues to council and other 

government and non-government agencies. 

Introduction 
 

We thank the Greater Sydney Commission for the opportunity to comment on the Draft South West 
District Plan before it is finalised.  

We appreciate the effort the Greater Sydney Commission has put into the Greater Sydney Planning 
process and particularly its commitment to engagement with the broader community. Members of 
our organisation had the opportunity to participate in several consultations before the release of the 
Draft South West District Plan. We have greatly valued these opportunities to learn about the work 
the Greater Sydney Commission is doing and provide input.  

We have reviewed the Draft South West District Plan in consultation with our members. While the 
plan is comprehensive in many areas, we believe there are some areas which could be strengthened. 
Our comments are set out below. 

1. The plan overall 
1.1 The plan would be improved by referencing at a high level the feedback provided in earlier 

consultation stages of its development and explaining how and why the Greater Sydney 
Commission has used or not used this feedback. We were disappointed to see the 
consultations our members participated in early in the process had apparently little impact 
on the contents of the Draft Plan. While we understand it is not possible to take on board all 
ideas suggested during a consultation, participants appreciate confirmation that their views 
have at least been considered and the time they put into attending consultations valued. 
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1.2 We understand the role of the District plan is to set high level directions and outcomes which 
will shape local government planning decision, rather than specifying operational details. 
Even so, we found the Plan lengthy and more like a promotional document than a plan. We 
urge you to provide more practical and concise direction in the revised version, so the plan is 
a practical and unambiguous document for local government, developers and the community 
to refer to once it takes effect. Addition of timeframes to the tables of actions would also 
enhance the usefulness of the final Plan. 

1.3 The vision for the District set out in early pages of the plan would be stronger and more 
compelling if it made reference to: 

1.3.1 A commitment to seeing an outcome relating to environmental sustainability 
or use of renewable energy.  

1.3.2 The importance of the Plan in enabling the population to create and sustain 
community connections as the District develops. 

1.4 The final plan would benefit from a commitment to approaches which facilitate a minimised 
carbon footprint, particularly in new urban developments such as the Greater Macarthur and 
Wilton New Town Priority Areas. For example, road orientations and development settings 
which support maximum use of passive solar by allowing orientation of housing to the North 
and East; facilitation of on-site renewable energy generation; and incorporation of designated 
green space around housing clusters. As we understand it, broad expectations need to be set 
in the District Plan in order to facilitate implementation of these strategies within individual 
developments. 

1.5 We are concerned by the inference in the Draft Plan that medium density housing is not 
suitable for locations South of the centre of Campbelltown. We strongly believe medium 
density housing plays an important role in enabling communities of mixed household sizes, 
income levels and ages in all settings. While detached housing may predominate in the new 
developments South of Campbelltown, the Plan must recognise the important role of medium 
density housing within these developments. 

1.6 We found the unexplained renaming of Campbelltown as ‘Campbelltown-Macarthur’ 
confusing and we noticed no other existing location was treated to an unexplained name 
change. If this renaming is necessary, it would be helpful to explain its rationale in the final 
version of the Plan. We note the group name for the Camden, Campbelltown and Wollondilly 
local government areas is ‘Macarthur Region’, and ‘Campbelltown-Macarthur’ is easily 
confused with this terminology.  

1.7 Wilton New Town appears to be included in both a Wilton New Town Priority Area and the 
Greater Macarthur Priority Area. It would be helpful to explain the rationale for this, and its 
implications for the contents of the Plan, in the final version of the Plan. 

2. Urban-rural boundaries 
2.1 While accepting the primary role of the Draft Plan is to outline where and how urban 

development will occur, we noted an absence of direction regarding treatment of urban-rural 
boundary areas. We would like to see this addressed in the final Plan through commitments 
such as:   

2.1.1 Confirming the currently agricultural land surrounding the route of the new 
Outer Sydney Orbital road will continue to be dedicated to rural use. That is, 
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that the building of the Orbital road will not be an opportunity for development 
of urban corridors along the edges of the Orbital road. 

2.1.2 Commitment to introduction of an Agricultural Enterprise Credit Scheme which 
banks credit from agricultural production in the Greater Sydney area and allows 
it to be purchased by developers in the form of density bonuses. We strongly 
believe there must be a continuing incentive for rural producers to remain in 
the Greater Sydney area. It is to the economic and cultural benefit of Greater 
Sydney to have viable food production within its boundaries. 

3. Wilton New Town 
3.1 The plans for Wilton New Town set out in the Draft Plan are disappointingly vague. Despite 

the intention for this town to be a significant urban centre relative to existing population 
centres in the South of the District, the Draft Plan does not set out any solid proposals relating 
to the provision of employment, health and emergency services, educational facilities, public 
transport or other infrastructure. This creates the impression that the NSW Government is 
not prioritising allocation of the resources needed for Wilton New Town to be a successful 
community. 

3.2 The plan also fails to link the Wilton New Town development to the vision for the surrounding 
area. Wilton New Town will be part of a broader, predominantly rural, community. In planning 
the town, thought needs to be given to how residents will engage with the natural and 
agricultural environment that surrounds the town. Opportunities for physical, economic and 
emotional connection need to be prioritised in the initial planning of the town.  

3.3 We urge the Greater Sydney Commission to explore the opportunities to engage a university 
with expertise in sustainable development in the planning process for the Wilton New Town 
development. For example, the University of Wollongong or the University of Technology 
Sydney. The Wilton New Town development is an opportunity to trial a range of sustainable 
development techniques such as sympathetic road orientations, development rules which 
support and enable use of passive solar design, and on-site renewable energy generation, 
along with more mainstream strategies for community networking and cohesion which 
developers are familiar with delivering when this is expected of them. 

3.4 If developed, Wilton New Town will be located within easy reach of both the Western Sydney 
University and the University of Wollongong. We urge the Greater Sydney Commission to 
explore opportunities for a university campus at Wilton New Town along with a research 
centre or similar which can provide infrastructure for the development of a technology 
employment hub or related employment specialisation.   

3.5 WReN is extremely concerned that the Draft Plan does not address the sewerage and waste 
treatment infrastructure required to service Wilton New Town. We understand the current 
facilities in the area are at capacity. Sewerage and waste treatment facilities are essential for 
meeting the goals the Draft Plan sets for ‘healthy water’ and also to enable Wilton New Town 
to be developed as an integrated, cohesive community.  

3.6 We note the recent Bingara Gorge development at Wilton was enabled by requiring the 
developer to provide resident funded waste treatment facilities within a community title 
development. However, WReN does not believe it is practical or beneficial to apply this 
approach to the development of a population centre of the size proposed for Wilton New 
Town. Such an approach will result in a cluster of ‘gated’ communities which do not provide 
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realistic housing opportunities for younger, older and lower income households or viable 
employment opportunities. WReN is very concerned about the detrimental impact on 
employment, population diversity and community cohesiveness that will flow from a failure 
to address sewerage and waste treatment strategically. 

3.7 WReN is also extremely concerned by the lack of commitment to public transport 
infrastructure to service Wilton New Town. Again, a failure to strategically address the public 
transport needs of this new community will result in a population centre that is closed to 
younger, older people, people with a disability and lower income people generally. The 
existing rail and bus services at Wilton and Picton do not have the capacity to meet the needs 
of the significant population proposed for Wilton New Town.  

3.8 If developed, Wilton New Town has the opportunity to be a showpiece development 
leveraging the beauty of its natural environment, providing much needed housing options for 
people across a range of income and age ranges and leveraging its strategic location close to 
the Hume Highway and Wollongong to provide a centre for a specialist economic activity such 
as a technology hub perhaps linked to transport logistics or agricultural production. We would 
like to see the potential contribution this development can make to the economy and vitality 
of the South West District acknowledged in the District Plan along with concrete strategies for 
ensuring this potential is realised. 

3.9 To this end, WReN would like to see a commitment in the finalised District Plan to promoting 
and enabling the following outcomes at Wilton New Town: 

3.9.1 A community that is physically, economically and emotionally integrated with 
the surrounding, predominantly rural, communities. 

3.9.2 80% of its electricity generated from solar cells and wind turbines by 2030, 
ideally from on-site or local generation sources. 

3.9.3 70% of waste water reused. 

3.9.4 Has a (grey water) irrigated, publicly owned productive set-back between the 
urban development and the surrounding rural land/bush. 

3.9.5 Has a buffer at least 200 metres wide between the lip of the Gorge and a set-
back or a road or a residential lot.  

3.9.6 Treats to an extremely high standard, any waste-water that is discharged into 
the Nepean or a tributary of the Nepean. 

3.9.7 Does not allow nutrient rich waste-water into the buffer. 

3.9.8 Involves re-vegetation in the buffer with appropriate native vegetation, 
especially the expansion of suitable Critically Endangered Ecological 
Communities. 

3.9.9  Has wild life corridors 

3.9.10 Leverages the value of the surrounding natural environment for example by 
quarantining hillier areas from development. Instead, these areas could be 
used for recreation space, in or near the buffers, including walking and/or 
cycling tracks into the Gorge and onto the most prominent hilltops. Not only 
would this provide amenity for residents, it would also attract recreational 
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visitors from other parts of Greater Sydney and surrounding areas, a potential 
boost to the local economy. 

3.9.11 Provides options to car travel such as public transport and commuting 
cycleways. These facilities are key for managing traffic congestion within 
Wilton New Town and on the freeway. Efficient cycleways which connect the 
residents to services and facilities within Wilton New Town and the railway 
station at Picton could play a significant role in managing traffic congestion. 
Public transport is needed to connect residents to railway stations and 
Cambelltown. 

3.9.12  Makes provision at the planning stages for efficient and sustainable 
pedestrian and cycling infrastructure that is separated from vehicular traffic 
where possible. That is, cycling and pedestrian infrastructure is protected 
from loss through road widening or installation roads and other services 
associated with later stages of the development. 

3.9.13  Makes provision in the planning stages for community use green space, which 
can be used for activities such as community gardens, communal sheds, and 
structured outdoor activities. 

3.9.14  Is suitable for occupation by a diverse range of the community including older 
people, young adults, lower income families and people with a disability.   This 
means that development should favour level access parts of the site, be 
serviced by public transport, be navigable for motorized scooters and 
wheelchairs and should offer housing options catering for a range of housing 
needs and household sizes.  

3.9.15  Provides for households who prefer medium density housing options 
attached to open space that can be used for recreational purposes (including 
community gardens and local events) over detached housing.   

Conclusion 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft South West District Plan before it is finalised.  
We hope to see our comments reflected in the contents of the final Plan. 

We look forward to the next stages in the development and release of the South West District Plan. 
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